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In Seeking New Horizons, Castner presents a theoretical and philosophical
exploration of the implications of cartographic communication research for
the geographic education of young children. Castner asserts that maps are
integral to the way in which we first learn about the world around us and
that map teaching and the way we view and represent our world should be
infused with a set of ideas radically different from those used at present.
His world is perceptual, but not perceptual in the narrow sense of the
word.  Perception is viewed as closely linked to cognition as an
educationally significant entity in itself and as an important focus for
teaching.

Castner states in his introduction that in the core of the book (chapters
2 to 7) he wants to consider the various ways in which we experience and
describe the world. Specifically, he is seeking common themes, ideas, and
questions. In chapter 1 he argues for a new and enlarged concept of
graphicacy as the visual counterpart of literacy. He suggests that those
sharing this graphicacy should focus on the perceptual potentialities and
needs of learners. He further suggests that educators can learn a great
deal from research in cartographic communication. If teachers properly
understand graphicity, they will recognize that children can deal with visual
resources of considerable graphic complexity as long as the intellectual
complexity of these resources is appropriate to their experiences and
developmental characteristics. An aerial photograph is an example of such
a resource and it is no coincidence that Castner makes use of such material
in his contributions to the school atlas, Thinking about Ontario. For
Castner the heart of graphicacy is the skill of mapping — a complex,
comprehensive skill which is foundational not only to geographic thinking
but to thinking in general. Mapping in its most fundamental and inclusive
sense is the skill of taking objects and experiences which were initially
perceived as isolated in space and then arranging them intellectually so that














