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Although none of the five chapters contains much that is new, Negin
provides a thoughtful condensation of what is known about the subjects he
tackles. Unfortunately, Negin seems prone to pursue his own interests
rather than those of the classroom teacher. For example, in the first
chapter, his consideration of epistemology ("the study of the assumptions,
procedures, and conclusions that lead to knowledge") is heavily based on
philosophy. Thus, even though Negin thoughtfully footnotes his sources,
the uninitiated reader begins to feel that the argument is moving away
from the classroom and towards the seminar room. When he scrupulously
defines such terms as "a priori statements” (p. 3) Negin seems to anticipate
that his reader has little background in philosophy, but what is one to
make of Negin’s failure to define an equally esoteric term (namely, "speech
community") from rhetoric and composition studies? Negin seems to
assume that his reader knows little about philosophy and terms of
argument; yet, what teacher is unfamiliar with the term "hypothesis” (which
he finds it necessary to define)?

However, Negin offers a useful table of generalizations from six areas
of the curriculum, then discusses how we form generalizations. The
discipline headings, such as "English," and the sample generalizations which
follow, might be thought-provoking to secondary (subject-oriented) teachers.
He treats the concept of "hypothesis” in a similar manner. From a
pedagogical perspective Negin’s emphasis on "supportive evidence" would
be particularly useful for those who must teach critical thinking across two
or more curricular areas. His discussion of evaluation and judgment is less
useful for direct classroom application.

The chapter on the reading process is full of truisms and is generally
dated, focusing on environmental and physical influences rather than on the
nature of text and on the interaction between text and reader. Any teacher
who has been trained within the past decade will have received more
detailed information on the reading process than this chapter offers.

The chapter on the writing process has more to commend it, since
Negin rightly clarifies authorial and textual variables and focuses on the
central role of the sentence in effective written communication. The best








