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BOOK REVIEWS

Gorham, E.B. (1992). National service, citizenship, and political
education. Albany: State University of New York Press, 282
pp., $49.50 (hardcover).

Professor Gorham’s original and provocative book deserves to be far more
widely read than, at U.S. $49.50, it probably will be. Its relevance has been
enhanced by the accession of the Clinton administration in the United
States, which campaigned strongly for a program of National Service —
while some five years ago the Democratic Leadership Council, the source
of Clinton’s basic policies, developed the Nunn-McCurdy Citizenship and
National Service Bill (SR3-1989), some form of which may well have been
passed before this can be printed.

In his introduction, Gorham asserts:

This book is not really about national service. It is about ideology,
discourse, and political organization ... In November, 1990,
President Bush signed into law the National and Community Service
Act of 1990, but it contains only the rudimentary structures and
funding of various programs that could affect the lives of thousands
of people .... Many criticize the program, but much of this criticism
is well-worn: National service violates freedom or rights, it is a
costly government program, it presages a draft, it threatens union
jobs, etc., etc. While these are powerful critiques of the program,
all fail to grasp what I take to be its fundamental nature: An
institutional means by which the state uses political discourse and
ideology to reproduce a postindustrial capitalist economy in the
name of good citizenship. (p. 1)

Indeed, this seems self-evident when you think about it. But it isn’t;
academics rarely analyze a social process in terms so pejorative to pervasive
mainstream values. Gorham provides the evidence needed to advance his











