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This poster presents a thesis research-creation project examining how arts-based research can support Franco-Calgarian 
identity and cohesion within a minority-language urban context. Anchored in the history of Rouleauville, Calgary’s former 
Francophone settlement, the project explores how contemporary community members negotiate belonging in a city where 
Francophone presence remains underrepresented. The poster introduces the project’s methodological approach and 
projected artistic outcomes. 
 
The research integrates visual art practice, participatory storytelling, photography, and textile processes as modes of inquiry. 
Community members will be invited to contribute portraits and personal reflections connected to language, migration, 
memory, and place. These contributions are conceived as collaborative knowledge-making rather than extractive data 
collection (Wang et al., 2017; Ingram, 2024). The collected materials will inform the creation of a large-scale textile artwork 
forming the central element of a site-specific exhibition at the Docteur Rouleau Residence. Selected works will be archived 
and later presented through a travelling exhibition. Situated within a transdisciplinary framework bridging anthropology 
and visual arts, the project positions research-creation as a spatial and cultural act that reasserts Franco-Calgarian presence 
within Calgary’s urban narrative (Huot et al., 2025; Strand et al., 2024). 
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