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INTRODUCTION

A knowledge translation tool on East Coast Fever, a workshop
targeted to Maasai pastoralists of the Ngorongoro
Conservation Area (NCA), was developed, tested and
evaluated in 2012 [1]. Despite the success of the workshop, it
was clear that methods of knowledge translation in the Maasai
community needed further exploration [1]. Helminth
infections are prominent illnesses among sheep and goats in
the NCA. Therefore, providing the Maasai pastoralists with an
educational session about helminth infections in sheep and
goats has the potential to decrease the prevalence of these
infections in the livestock population and also improve
treatment strategies.

METHODS

The first objective was to develop a knowledge translation tool
that could be used effectively in the Maasai pastoralist
community. The second objective was to provide a lecture,
handout and a "hands-on™ participatory component that
informed the community on helminth infections in sheep and
goats. Several versions of the workshop were pilot tested with
Maasai representatives who spoke both Maa and English in
order to determine which workshop approach would best
translate and resonate with the Maasai pastoralist community.
The workshop was revised based on the recommendations of
the Maasai representatives and other stakeholders. One
presentation of the final version of the workshop was carried
out with the Maasai NCA community leaders.

RESULTS

A thirty-minute, pictorial presentation with information on
Haemonchus contortus in sheep and goats, FAMACHA
scoring [2] and effective doses and administration of the drugs
albendazole and ivermectin was developed. In addition to the
lecture session with a pictorial handout, a hands-on session
was also introduced. Upon completion of the presentation and
explanation of the handout, the workshop participants were
invited to ask questions, view worm larvae under the
microscope and practice FAMACHA scoring [2] on a goat
that was present.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

Increased knowledge on recognition and treatment of helminth
infections in sheep and goats will be beneficial to the Maasai
as improved livestock health results in increased financial
stability [3]. Future directions includes the presentation of
more workshops, a greater emphasis on the hands on tool to
guarantee correct FAMACHA scoring techniques and the
evaluation of the Maasai’s community’s ability to accurately
use FAMACHA scoring.
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