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Artist Statement 

This submission was made by the artist’s family, who wishes to share her poetry posthumously.  

Author Biography 

Therese Lavonne Garrioch (nee WILSON; November 7, 1970 – July 25, 2020) is from Peguis First 

Nation, Treaty One Territory in Manitoba, Canada.  She was born alongside her twin sister (Tracy) 

at the Fisher River Hospital on the Peguis First Nation to Irvin and Dolly Wilson. Therese attended 

University of Regina and First Nations University of Canada where she attained her Business 

Administration and Psychology Degree (Honors). She had an amazing photographic memory, 

astonishing her colleagues and educators throughout her life.  She began her career as a Bank 

Manager at RBC, leaving to follow her education dreams. Therese moved her family to Regina 

where she went to school and was awarded numerous bursaries and awards to help support her 

family. Therese worked with children in care and at children’s group homes as a therapist.  It was 

at this same time, Bon’s baby Tanisha fell ill; however, Bon kept going to school, working, and 

looking after her baby and family.  Her heart was always working with children, getting them 

better mentally and physically, and getting her baby well. Therese (Bon) tragically passed away 

July 25, 2020, at 7:00 a.m. – due to complications of a routine surgery. She instilled a legacy of 

knowledge and unconditional love to her children; Daniel Nathan Garrioch and Tanisha Valene 

Garrioch. We love you, daughter, sister, mom, wife, and niece. Your words and work will forever 

be carried on. - Tracy Thomas (Wilson) 

 

Licensed under Creative Commons
Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike License

Volume 4, Issue 1 (October 2015)
http://www.hawaii.edu/sswork/jisd 

http://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/
handle/10125/37602

E-ISSN 2164-9170
pp. 1-15

Reaching Harmony Across Indigenous and Mainstream 
Research Contexts: An Emergent Narrative

Catherine E. Burnette  

Tulane University

Shanondora Billiot 

Washington University in St. Louis

Key Words
Indigenous research • power • decolonizing research • critical theory

Abstract
 Research with indigenous communities is one of the few areas of research 
encompassing profound controversies, complexities, ethical responsibilities, and 
historical context of exploitation and harm. Often this complexity becomes 
overwhelmingly apparent to the early career researcher who endeavors to make 
meaningful contributions to decolonizing research. Decolonizing research has the 
capacity to be a catalyst for the improved wellbeing and positive social change among 
indigenous communities and beyond. !e purpose of this critical analysis is to reach 
harmony across mainstream and indigenous research contexts. We martial critical 
theory to deconstruct barriers to decolonizing research, such as power inequities, 
and identify strategies to overcome these barriers. First, we critically analyze the 
historical context of decolonizing research with indigenous communities. Next, 
we analyze the concept of “insider” and “outsider” research. We identify barriers 
and strategies toward "nding harmony across indigenous and mainstream research 
paradigms and contexts. 

 Few areas encompass the profound controversy, complexities, ethical 
responsibilities, and historical context as research with indigenous communities 
(Burnette & Sanders, 2014; Burnette, Sanders, Butcher, & Salois, 2011; Deloria, 
1991; Smith, 2007; Smith, 2012). !e depth of this tension is overwhelmingly 
apparent to the early career researcher who endeavors to make meaningful 
contributions through research with indigenous communities (Burnette & Sanders, 
2014; Burnette, Sanders, Butcher, & Rand, 2014). As Mihesuah (2006) aptly notes, 

“So many indigenous people and our allies are "nding their voices, and they are 
expressing their thoughts. But speaking out can still be precarious, especially for 
those who haven’t graduated or haven’t received tenure…” (p. 131).
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It’s Good to Know You Love Me 

Sometimes I wonder now it’s I do what I do, 

What pushes me to do the stupid things that I do, 

And when I do it goes beyond the stars, sun, and moon,  

But you forgave me,  

You won’t forget me, 

Though I failed you may times, 

It’s good to know you love me, 

No matter what I do, 

It’s good to know you love me,  

When I’m feeling blue, and miles and miles away,  

Could anybody want to yearning heart like I do? 

It is possible, I don’t think so, 

Well, I guess I do…I do 

And when that day I’ll walk my talk will come too soon. 

 

 

 


