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John Bennett’s efforts to expand the concept of academic ethics
in our article are commendable. Bennett encapsulates academic
ethics in the framework of hospitality and suggests that
embedded within the notion of hospitality are the values of
trustworthiness, sincerity, and honesty. Bennett is correct in
trying to establish the relational context within which we frame
the misalignment of espoused theories and theories-in-use. His
argument provides the bases for the further expansion of the
theory advanced in this paper. We do not argue with Bennett’s
assertion that hospitality should under gird the relational aspects
of ethics in the academic setting. In fact, if hospitality were
practiced as Bennett suggests, academic settings would become
more humane and more human. As a result, academia would
become less fragmented and more relational and open to
connectivity. Hospitality, as defined by Bennett, acts as a
launching pad for the operational aspects of the social contract
that exists between the university and the community.

We propose to extend Bennett’'s argument in two ways. One,
the concept of hospitality has its geneses in dialogue; and two, the
movement from theoretical agreement on ethical principles and
their practice requires an act of will driven through strength of
character. Dialogue, according to Bohm is at the heart of
improving the human condition. As he says,
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into account the notion of character. As such, character acts as an
essential element to the creation and sustenance of an ethical
environment in academia that finds a way to express itself
through the notion of hospitality.
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