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family systems. Of particular significance was the effect of the
imposed residential school system. Influenced by Eurocentrism and
diffusionism Native people were presumed by the social workers to
be unfit to raise their children. A disproportionate number of Native
children were apprehended by social workers working within
children’s aid societies and were placed in foster homes with white
families (Johnston, 1983, p. 124). The social workers failed to
recognize the effects of residential schools on Native families and to
respond fairly and appropriately by encouraging the teaching of
Native traditional child care practices. Instead, the social workers
intervened when incidences of child abuse were reported by taking
children from their families and their communities. Many of these
children did not return to their home communities and were adopted
into white families (Waterfall, 1992, p. 15).

In the literature this time period is referred to as the “sixties
scoop” as it predominantly took place during the 1960s (Johnston,
1983). At the time Native residential schools were closing. Native
children had returned to their families. It is not surprising thus that
there was an increase in the number of reported cases of child abuse
in Native communities. This time it was not the federal government,
nor the Christian churches who intervened by taking children from
their homes. The provincial governments intervened through the legal
apparatus of child protection legislation. We thus see another example
of how colonization keeps reformulating itself. Indeed Hudson and
McKenzie (1980) argued that the child welfare system was an active
agent in the colonization of Native Peoples. Maracle (1996, p. 38)
stated that the act of apprehending children from their homes is
tantamount to kidnaping and inflicts terror upon children. It is a
violent act and one must wonder how this can be justified in the name
of child safety? A social worker who did this dirty work of kidnaping
was not well received within Native communities. Indeed, this is still
the case. A social worker armed with a child protection mandate from
the state is both feared and hated.”

One would assume therefore that Native people would not be
motivated to pursue the practice of social work as a profession, or be
specifically interested in working in agencies with a child protection
mandate. However, one only needs to look at the predominant neo-
colonial context and realize that there are very limited options
available. One can readily believe that a Native person practicing
social work is a lesser evil than a person who comes from the
dominant society. One can also be deluded into thinking that
positioned as a social worker one can do some good. While I do admit
that Native social workers do a great deal of good for individuals,
































