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efficacy is made in advance. In addition, all issues of ultimate
concern raised during the analysis will receive careful and open
consideration. The authors argue that if the study of religion is
treated in an educational way, the criteria for such study will
include critical awareness, openness to differing perspectives and
a broad range and depth of understanding. From this reviewer’s
perspective, it is doubtful that a more pedagogically-sound
approach could be developed for public schools.

A survey of approaches of religious education programs in
America, Australia, and the United Kingdom (Chapt. 7), reveals
that the United States has traditionally shied away from any
admixture of church and state. Still, some state schools do offer
descriptive-type courses about religion and parochial schools are
permitted to do as they please about the subject. The compulsory
religious school curriculum in the United Kingdom includes a
descriptive study of six major religions — Christianity, Buddhism,
Hinduism, Islam, dJudaism, and Sikhism. Australia has
increasingly adopted a secularist approach to the subject, but the
authors praise both its purpose and content. In the Queensland
program, for example, students are encouraged to engage in
philosophical inquiry about such issues as the existence of God
and the problem of evil. This, in the estimation of the authors,
should motivate students to engage in a more serious study of
these questions on their own. New South Wales is set on a similar
course of study and the State of Victoria is not too far behind.
Implicit in Hobson and Edwards’ argument is a hint that
everybody really ought to be following the example of these
Australian states.

The final chapter of this volume offers recommendations for
teaching religious education following the open-ended,
educationally oriented-approach previously outlined. This chapter
also includes a “charter” for teachers of religious education which
outlines the knowledge, skills, and attitudes appropriate to this
station.

A plain-spoken and well-written book, there is much benefit to
be gained in perusing its pages, if only to become convinced that
the avoidance of teaching religious education in schools severely
short-changes students. These authors do a commendable job of








