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need to succeed in this world. Put simply, we, the academics and teachers, tell
them this is what they should do. We do this by the myths we create about
knowledge and our perceived need to police our canonical treasures and
beloved intellectual heritage. This policing, Giroux warns us, goes beyond
the creation of myths. This same mentality discourages students from
expressing their views, sharing their ideas with their peers and believing in
their own ability to change those things which subjugates them and others.

In his article on Freire, Giroux unintentially provides a strategy to fight
this disciplinary terrorism. One of the endearing accomplishments of Freire,
Giroux reminds us, is his role as a border intellectual. That is, Freire has been
able to leave his exclusionary and privileged home as an intellectual to take
up the perspectives and experiences of the “Other” in order to challenge
those very “cultural spaces and social formations™ (p. 143) that privilege his
position as an intellectual.

Giroux’s idea of a border intellectual can be extended beyond those
intellectuals like Freire who search for ways to give voices to the “Other.”
Educators who agree with Giroux in challenging border policing need to
become interdisciplinarians who shape the discourse in other academic
communities. Border crossers will have to do what Giroux and others have
already done — see education as something that occurs more outside the walls
of official schooling and show the policemen of other disciplines that without
a pedagogical strategy they are partaking in a self-aggrandizing exercise
which has little basis in wider social, political, and cultural experiences of
everyday life.

In his study of popular culture and his critique of cultural studies,
Giroux demonstrates that there are some disturbing pleasures in these
movements. However, the Frankfurt school influence on the way he
represents popular culture in the first section of the book reminds us that we
are still “learning popular culture.”
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