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Even if they were identified, it would be too late to treat them
properly at age five or six. But if they were in school as babies,
children with emotional problems could be identified with ninety
percent accuracy and most of them successfully treated long before
the too-late age of five. Total cost of successful treatment of an
infant (about $2,200 in 1992) is one 25th the annual cost of much
less effective residential treatment for a teen. (p. 302)

Such claims for the accuracy of diagnosis and treatment of emotional
problems are so extraordinary that many readers would want to pursue
them further. Unfortunately here, as elsewhere, this is not possible.

However, this is a fascinating, stimulating, and in many ways rewarding
book written in the self-confident manner of a consultant’s presentation.
The proposals are presented as self-evident with great splash and flash.
The important ideas are all printed in boldface type like theses on an
overhead transparency. There is a general air of cocksureness in what is
proposed, and there is an authority ail about which makes documenting
facts seem unnecessary. This book is a godsend for anyone who must
make educational policy addresses and hasn’t the time to do the thinking
or research to produce an acceptable speech. One can make grand
sweeping claims and proposals, citing the work of Des Dixon, never noting
that Des Dixon never bothered to document the claims and data being
quoted or to deal with such practical matters as how to attain the reforms
he proposes.

Nevertheless many of Des Dixon’s proposals have great appeal if only
because he describes solutions which have great promise, even if the
chances of their implementation are low. For example, he describes the
demands of work at jobs outside school, in the home, and in the school
itself as economic exploitation of the young and argues "society has to find
a method of providing children, particularly teens, with a guaranteed and
adequate income” (p. 213). He goes on to propose that children be paid
through the school for the job of attending school (p. 214), that no more
than two absences per semester be acceptable without some sort of
attendance hearing before a student and/or staff group (p. 222), that all
social service professionals providing services to children should be








