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In their article, “Moral Autonomy and Moral Training,” Malikail and Stewart
are concerned that teachers (and others dealing with the young) often claim that
they are interested in having those in their charge make up their own minds
about moral judgments, as though these were merely matters of personal taste.
For Malikail and Stewart, such an approach fails to recognize the public nature
of moral judgments which requires reasons and justification to support them.
They are, in effect, critiquing a type of “meta-ethical” (or “meta-moral”) view
implicit in much discussion in education contexts and elsewhere. There is much
to be said for this type of worry, particularly in this era of “relativism.”
However, here I wish to examine briefly the notion of moral autonomy and its
development that emerges from the discussion by Malikail and Stewart,

In this paper, the discussion of moral autonomy and related ideas by Malikail
and Stewart (1988) in their article, “Moral Autonomy and Moral Training,” is
examined. It is claimed that Malikail and Stewart do not stress the development
of capacities of reflective analysis in ways that would significantly distinguish
autonomous from nonautonomous moral thinking. Comments are also made
regarding Orteza y Miranda’s (1989) response to Malikail and Stewart, “On My
Moral Judgment,” and the reply to Orteza by Malikail and Stewart (1990), “
‘My Moral Judgment’: A Rejoinder.”

Cette réflexion fait suite a la discussion amorcée par Malikail et Stewart, dans
leur article intitulé “Moral Autonomy and Moral Training” (1988). Notre
propos est de souligner le fait que les auteurs passent sous silence le
développement des capacités d’analyse réflexive qui sont pourtant le critére
méme de la réflexion autonome. Le présent article offre aussi des commentaires
autour de 1’échange entre Malikail et Stewart, d’une part, et Orteza y Miranda
(1989), d’autre part, au sujet de leurs positions respectives sur le sujet du
jugement moral autonome.

particularly in terms of some of the sources to which they refer.


























