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ABSTRACT: Standardized testing currently dominates 
the American educational landscape. Federal and state 
policy makers use standardized tests as the primary 
means to evaluate school performance, resulting in 
schools narrowing their curriculum toward experiences 
specifically aimed toward improving test scores. Ralph 
Tyler, the renowned evaluation expert from the 
twentieth century, had much to say about how 
standardized tests should be used, with warnings about 
the detrimental effects that ill-advised use of these tests 
can have on the school experience. Yet, his advice on 
tests garner little attention by policy makers and the 
public writ large. In this article, I examine Tyler's 
advice about how tests should be used in the school· 
experience and then explore how Tyler's Rationale for 
educational evaluation may actually be linked to the 
contemporary paradigm that embraces high stakes 
testing. Although Tyler's Rationale never endorsed 
high stakes assessments, policy makers and educational 
evaluators alike, in the wake of the contemporary 
standards and accountability movement and the spirit of 
social efficiency, use the linearity of Tyler's Rationale

for educational evaluation to justify the wide and far­
reaching use of standardized testing. These policy 
makers, I discuss, should strongly consider Tyler's 
warnings about the misuse of standardized testing in the 
evaluation of a school curriculum. 

RESUME: Aujourd'hui, le monde de l'enseignement 
aux Etats-Unis a recours, en majorite, aux examens 
standards. Les decideurs scolaires des gouvernements 
federal et d'Etat s'en servent avant tout pour verifier les 
resultats scolaires ce qui pennet aux ecoles de 
specialiser leur programme afin d'ameliorer les resultats 
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