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ABSTRACT: The attrition of doctoral students is a 
significant problem for higher education. The purpose 
of this archival quantitative, data mining research study 
using data from Integrated Postsecondary Education 
Data System (IPEDS) of the National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES) was to identify the 
demographics of doctoral graduates during the 20 I I -
2012, 2012-2013, and 2013-2014 academic years at 
public, private, and for-profit universities in the United 
States. This study is significant because universities 
need to know what the demographics of potential 
doctoral graduates are before they can begin to work 
effectively on improving the attrition rates of aspiring 
doctorates. Findings revealed that here has been an 
increase in doctoral degrees awarded. While most of the 
degrees were awarded at public universities, students 
between the ages of 18-24 tended to earn doctoral 
degrees at private, nonprofit universities at a higher rate. 
Also, female doctoral degrees awarded during the 2013-
2014 academic years increased to 52% of the total 
degrees awarded. For-profit universities increased 
doctoral degrees awarded at a higher percentage than 
public and private universities (9%-18% at for-profit 
universities, 3% at public universities, and 0% increase 
at private universities). 
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RESUME: le taux d'abandon des doctorants preoccupe 
serieusement l'enseignement superieur. Le but de cette 
etude quantitative a archiver ( etude d 'exploration des 
donnees qui utilise des donnees du Systeme de donnees 
de l'enseignement superieur integre (JPEDS) du Centre 
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