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ABSTRACT: Using John Dewey's writings and 
hypothetical thinking, this paper presents a critical 
review of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) and its 
implication for reform. It begins with Dewey's early 
work and includes his greatest success at Arthurdale 
WV in the l 930's. The importance of constructivist 
thinking is juxtaposition among the reformist views of 
today's assessment driven policy to qualify for funding. 
Like Dewey, the author argues for experiential learning 
to make connections in real life situations presented 
through school opportunities. In trying to highlight 
transparency, closing failing schools, bringing 
equan11mty, raising standards, and improving 
curriculum, the No Child Le.ft Behind Act (NCLB) 

produced a culture of assessment without its 
accompanying experiential component. Learning best 
occurs when the experience connects with other aspects, 
so transfer of the knowledge becomes easily retrievable. 

RESUME: a l'appui des ecrits et des hypotheses de 
John Dewey, un examen critique sur la loi Ne laissez 

aucun en.fan/ de cote (NCLB) et son implication en 
faveur de la reforme, est mene. Des le debut, Jes travaux 
de Dewey sont passes en revue dont Jes plus connus a 
Arthurdale WV dans les annees trente. Le point 
essentiel du raisonnement constructiviste est la 
juxtapos1t1on au sein des opinions reformistes 
d'analyses guidees par la politique d'aujourd'hui afin de 
beneficier de fonds. De meme que Dewey, !'auteur 
plaide en faveur de I 'instruction qui repose sur 
!'experience afin d'etablir Jes liens avec des 
circonstances parfois presentes a I 'ecole. A essayer de 
mettre en evidence la transparence, de fenner Jes ecoles 
en situation d'echec, de susciter l'impartialite, d'elever 

Journal of Educational Thought 

Vol. 48, No. 3, 20/5, 167-187 














































