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experiences and truths are not what is commonly shared and accepted in
society. Orner shares the belief that no classroom frees students from the
social and intellectual consequences of what they say and emphasizes that
students, especially marginalized students, know this (p. 84). Ellsworth,
Gore, Orner, and Lather each examine a question which should be
important to educators because it is so vital to students, "How do our very
efforts to liberate perpetuate the relations of dominance?" (p. 122). They
accuse critical pedagogues of ignoring this issue, but they are not
sanctimonious about the power of feminist teaching. A strength of this
book is the way the authors grapple with the theme that "feminisms may
have their own power-knowledge nexus which, in particular contexts or at
particular historical moments, will operate in ways which are oppressive
and repressive to people within and/or outside of that society” (p. 63).

These authors are voicing their own experiences as female academics
and teachers. They are angry and accusatory against most of their male
colleagues and many of their (hegemonized) female ones. The usual
reaction of both men and women to being accused of unfair practices is to
deny it. Many women in the academic world and elsewhere in the late
twentieth century prefer to think they are being treated fairly and that the
feminists’ contributions can stop now because they are no longer needed.
Most women prefer to believe they have an even chance with their male
cohorts and want to just go ahead being themselves. Therefore we tend
to resist the suggestion that if we really cared, we would stop doing what
interests us (a male luxury) and begin to fight for the equal treatment of
women and other marginalized groups. It is easy and common to react by
calling angry feminists "overly sensitive" or "negative and unappreciative of
the advantages we finally now have" or to ask "Why don’t they stop being
so angry and unpleasant to everyone and find something worthwhile to
contribute to?" Overcoming such defensive reactions is a second difficulty
for readers of this work. However, again it is a difficulty worth enduring
because there is truth in what they say. Being female, but not an angry
feminist, I reacted defensively at first. But then I began to look around my
own university and see many examples of what these authors, particularly
Kenway and Modra, Lewis, and Luke and Gore are reporting. I saw men
who still resist sharing their power with anyone female or letting women











