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Artist statement

In the soft quietude of a medical office, a patient presents
for a routine check-up. Nothing of intense acuity, nor high
pressured environment, just routine screening for an array
of descriptive diseases.

An art piece titled "A Glimpse Beyond" comes to life—an
image depicting a medical professional, holding an
ophthalmoscope as a tool not just for viewing the physical
eye but for peering into the life of the patient. Through its
lens, the eye reveals more than clinical detail. It provides a
vibrant reflection of the patient's life—a vivid tableau of
their personal history. Inside this ocular portal, moments of
joy and love unfold: a child's carefree laughter with their
parents, a future love that will one day create a beautiful
family, a serene home basked in the sunset's glow, and

96

wise friends sharing unguarded joy. These warm, rich
vignettes contrast starkly with the cool-toned clinical
surroundings, embodying the juxtaposition of clinical
sterility with life's vibrancy. The painting meticulously
balances hyperrealism with surreal symbolism using soft,
luminous reflections and future predictions to underscore
the depth of human experience viewed through the
ophthalmoscope.

This artwork serves as a profound reminder that behind
every patient is a story woven from a myriad of memories,
urging medical professionals to perceive each individual as
more than their ailment. For medical students and
trainees, A Glimpse Beyond reinforces an essential lesson
in medical education: while mastering clinical skills is
fundamental, true patient care requires the ability to see
beyond lab values and imaging to recognize the person
behind the diagnosis. Cultivating this perspective early on
fosters a deeper sense of empathy and humanism in
medicine. A Glimpse Beyond is not just a testament to
medical expertise but a call for all medical professionals to
foster empathy and compassion, taking their medical
practice just a glimpse beyond.

Media
“A glimpse beyond” is a piece of digital art that was created
by the generative artificial intelligence software

ImagineArt. The subject demonstrated in the image is
fictional and does not depict real individuals.

Conflicts of Interest: We declare that we have no conflicts of
interest relevant to this work.

Funding: No funding was received for this project.

Edited by: Marcel D’Eon (editor-in-chief)

Images


https://doi.org/10.36834/cmej.80997
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

