Figure 1: The stated policy purposes of provincial assessment. 
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Purposes of large-scale provincial assessment AB BC MB NB NL NS ON PEI QC SK

Reporting / accountability   X * X X X X X X *

Requirement for graduation   † † † X † † X †

‡

Reference to PISA, PCAP, PIRLS, TIMMS   X X X X X X X X X X

Monitor / improve student achievement   X X X X X X X X X *

Improve central data-based decision-making   * X X X * X *

Adherence to curriculum   X X X X X X X

Interventions for struggling students   X X X X X X X *

Improve local data-based decision-making   * X X X X X *

PD / assessment literacy of educators   X X X

*

Total number of stated / implied purposes   6 8 6 8 6 8 9 5 8 7

X

   Policy evident from ministry literature

*

   Policy not explicit, but apparent from ministry literature

†

   Exams must be written but need not have a passing grade

‡

   Exams are mandatory when teachers are not accredited

Policy level  <--------->  Classroom level


