Summary of changes made to the article “The flip side: re-visioning Zimbabwe’s Third Chimurenga land discourse in Lawrence Hoba’s short stories”

1. Abstract – I revised the abstract to indicate that focus is not on merely placed on how the short stories counter the state’s grand narrative of land but more importantly, imagine other ways/forms of liberation. I emphasised the focus on the instrumentalisation of the child narrator in subtle evaluations of the ruling party supporters’ ambivalent attitude to land as an economic panacea to their wretched lives.
2.  Page 4 second and third paragraphs – page 5 first paragraph – I gave brief descriptions of some of the ways that other Zimbabwean literary texts have grappled with the land question. Reviewer 1 comment argues that to say “Zimbabwe’s literature undermines teleological nationalist narratives has by now become a critical cliché”; this may be true, but it cannot be the sum thesis of my article. As the texts cited in these paragraphs show, Zimbabwean literature in the past decade is conspicuously politically polarized. However, each text reflects deeper socio-political complexities and therefore go beyond the for-and-against binary. I read Hoba’s short stories in this light, exploring his alternative imagining of land, citizenship and liberation in new ways.
3. Page 5 last paragraph to page 6 first paragraph: – As per reviewer 2’s recommendation, I gave a brief overview of the state of literary criticism in Africa focusing on the continuing interest in the ‘commitment’ of African literature. Suffice to say though that Africa is a huge and diverse continent and so it is difficult to describe the state of its equally varied literary critical perspectives.
4. Page 6 first paragraph to whole of page 7: - I contextualized Hoba’s counter discourse highlighting its location in a slippery political situation in which the state’s own counter-discourse (against Western influence) seeks to dominate notions of liberation, race, land and belonging.
5. Page 8 and 9: - I discussed the political context of Hoba’s generation focusing on the emergent socio-political and economic challenges and how writers in this epoch have grappled with them. I emphasized that such writers proffer alternative narratives of the nation in crisis but do not merely counter the state’s self-serving glosses of the crisis but go on to imagine other social, economic and political dispensations.
6. Page 10 to 11: - I discussed the use of child narrators by contemporary Zimbabwean authors particularly highlighting their interest in privileging unheard or suppressed voices. I emphasized Hoba’s unique deployment of the child narrator as an ‘honest’ chronicler and surreptitious evaluator of his parents’ resettlement and general attitude to the land question.
7. Page 12 First paragraph & following: - I maintained Rimmon-Kenan’s conceptions of focalization because I find them key to explaining the complex deployment of what I called the ‘adult’ child’s gaze as symbolic of hitherto stifled perceptions especially in the context of a phallocracy which effeminates and infantilises its subject in order to surveil and dominate them.  
8. Conclusion: -  I revised the conclusion to reflect new ideas and views.       
