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Youth, m o v e s i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n w h e n h e r e f e r s to B e t h B a i l e y ' s c h a p t e r 
o n t h e g e n d e r p o l i t i c s o f p a r i e t a l s at t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f K a n s a s i n h i s 
c h a p t e r o n t h e s p a t i a l p o l i t i c s o f s k a t e b o a r d i n g ( 3 3 8 ) . I n c h r o n o l o g i ­
c a l o r d e r , t h e c u m u l a t i v e ef fect o f t h e essays was n o t i c e a b l y r e p e t i t i v e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n P a r t s I a n d II . T h e s a m e r e c u r r i n g issues — r a c i a l 
o p p r e s s i o n , g e n d e r p r i v i l e g i n g / m a r g i n a l i z i n g , s e x u a l d i s c i p l i n i n g , 
y o u t h f u l r e s i s t a n c e to t h e t a b o o e d — i n t r u e F o u c a u l d i a n f o r m , 
a p p e a r to p r o d u c e s t r i k i n g l y s i m i l a r effects a n d c u l t u r a l p h e n o m e n a 
d e s p i t e t h e v a r i a n c e i n h i s t o r i c a l m o m e n t . E v e n so, c h a p t e r s o f Gener­
ations of Youth w i l l l i k e l y b e r e a d s e l e c t i v e l y by s t u d e n t s a n d c u l t u r a l 
s c h o l a r s t h u s l e s s e n i n g t h e r e p e t i t i v e effect. I n a n y e v e n t Generations of 
Youth m a k e s a p r o v o c a t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o A m e r i c a n c u l t u r a l s t u d i e s . 

BETTINA TATE PEDERSEN 
M i k e A . M a l e s . Framing Youth: 10 Myths About the Next Generation. M o n ­

r o e , M E : C o m m o n C o u r a g e Press , 1 9 9 9 . P p . 3 9 1 . $ 2 9 . 9 5 ; $ 1 8 . 9 5 pb-

M i k e A . M a l e s . The Scapegoat Generation: America's War on Adolescents. 

M o n r o e , M E : C o m m o n C o u r a g e P r e s s , 1 9 9 6 . P p . 3 2 9 . $ 2 9 . 9 5 ; 

$17 -95 P b -

C l a s h e s b e t w e e n g e n e r a t i o n s a r e n o t h i n g n e w ; n o t s u r p r i s i n g l y , t h e 
t r a n s f e r o f p o w e r t h a t i n e v i t a b l y takes p l a c e is d i s r u p t i v e a n d f r i g h t e n ­
i n g f o r e l d e r s w h o m u s t g ive way to t h e n e x t g e n e r a t i o n . A s y o u t h s 
b e g i n to f l e x t h e i r p o l i t i c a l m u s c l e s , t h e a d u l t s t h e y w i l l d i s p l a c e v i e w 
t h e m w i t h d o u b t a n d s u s p i c i o n , w h i l e g a z i n g b a c k n o s t a l g i c a l l y to 
t h e i r p a r e n t s ' a n d g r a n d p a r e n t s ' t i m e as a g o l d e n age w h e n y o u t h s 
w e r e r e s p e c t f u l a n d h a r d w o r k i n g ( h o w e v e r e r r o n e o u s t h i s p e r c e p t i o n 
m a y b e ) . P e r h a p s t h i s is n o m o r e t h a n a n a t u r a l a n x i e t y o n t h e p a r t o f 
a d u l t s , b u t i t c a n p r o d u c e a m u l t i t u d e o f n e g a t i v e effects, as i t o f t e n 
t rans la tes i n t o o p p r e s s i v e s o c i a l systems d e s i g n e d to c o n s o l i d a t e p o w e r 
i n a d u l t h a n d s w h i l e d i s e n f r a n c h i s i n g y o u t h s . S c h o l a r s o f c h i l d r e n ' s 
l i t e r a t u r e a n d c u l t u r e h a v e b e e n a n a l y z i n g t h e p o t e n t i a l l y o p p r e s s i v e 
n a t u r e o f a d u l t / c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p s f o r s o m e years . H o w e v e r , t h e s e d is­
c u s s i o n s r a r e l y h a v e s e e p e d i n t o l a r g e r c u l t u r a l d i s c o u r s e a n d , i n d e e d , 
a r e r e s i s t e d b y lay p e o p l e . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , p o l i t i c i a n s a n d m e d i a 
o u t l e t s t a p i n t o p o w e r f u l a d u l t c o n s t i t u e n c i e s a n d r e a d e r s h i p s b y ex­
p l o i t i n g a d u l t fears. H e n c e , d i s t u r b i n g a n t i - y o u t h r h e t o r i c r e c u r s u n ­
a b a t e d i n t h e p o p u l a r m e d i a a n d p o l i t i c a l d e b a t e s . 

I n h i s b o o k s The Scapegoat Generation: America's War on Adolescents a n d 
Framing Youth: 10 Myths About the Next Generation, M i k e M a l e s a t t e m p t s 
to e x p l o d e t h e p o p u l a r m y t h s t h a t a d u l t s p r o p a g a t e a b o u t y o u t h s . H e 
a i m s h i s t o u g h , s c a t h i n g a r g u m e n t s s q u a r e l y at t h e p o l i t i c i a n s w h o ex­
p l o i t w i d e s p r e a d f e a r o f y o u t h f o r p o l i t i c a l g a i n , t h e s c h o l a r s w h o s e 
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s l o p p y s tat is t ica l w o r k f u r t h e r s these p o l i t i c a l e n d s , a n d t h e r e p o r t e r s 
a n d e d i t o r s w h o r e c y c l e p l a t i t u d e s , h a l f - t r u t h s , m a n i p u l a t e d statistics 
a n d o u t r i g h t f a b r i c a t i o n s . I n Framing Youth, M a l e s i d e n t i f i e s five m a j o r 
m e a n s o f d i s t o r t i n g d i s c u s s i o n s o f y o u t h issues: d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f a n e c ­
d o t e s that m a k e r a r e cases a p p e a r to b e " t r e n d s " ; use o f d e c o n t e x t u a l -
i z e d statist ics; r e l i a n c e o n s e c o n d a r y s o u r c e s ; c i t a t i o n o f s t u d i e s that 
t h e w r i t e r s h a v e n o t r e a d ; a n d r e f u s a l t o face t h e ways i n w h i c h r a c e 
a n d p o v e r t y a r e i m p l i c a t e d i n s o c i a l p r o b l e m s e r r o n e o u s l y a t t r i b u t e d 
t o y o u t h ( 2 5 - 2 6 ) . M a l e s l a r g e l y a v o i d s t h e s e p r o b l e m s i n h i s o w n w o r k 
( t h o u g h o t h e r p r o b l e m s d o a r i s e ) . H i s g e n e r a l m e t h o d o l o g y is to 
d e f i n e a " c o m m o n p e r c e p t i o n " o f y o u t h a n d t h e n d i s p e l it w i t h a 
p r o f u s i o n o f n u m b e r s , o r g a n i z e d i n t o g r a p h s a n d c h a r t s a n d t h e n f u l l y 
a n a l y z e d a c c o r d i n g t o s t a n d a r d s tat is t ica l p r o c e d u r e s t h a t h e e x p l a i n s 
c l e a r l y to t h e r e a d e r . H e a l s o d e m o n s t r a t e s h o w s u c h p r o c e d u r e s , t o o 
o f t e n , a r e t o s s e d a s i d e b l i t h e l y by t h o s e w h o w i s h to b o l s t e r e r r o n e o u s 
p e r c e p t i o n s i n o r d e r t o s c o r e p o l i t i c a l p o i n t s . M a l e s a t tacks t h e i d e a s 
t h a t a d o l e s c e n t s a r e i r r e s p o n s i b l e , i r r a t i o n a l , s e x - c r a z e d , d r i v e n by 
h o r m o n e s , a d d i c t e d to d r u g s , l i k e l y to e n g a g e i n r i sky b e h a v i o u r , a n d 
u n c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e i r a c t i o n s . I n s h o r t , h e 
re futes t h e c o m m o n p e r c e p t i o n t h a t teens d i s p l a y n u m e r o u s s o c i a l 
p a t h o l o g i e s t h a t r e n d e r t h e m d a n g e r o u s t o t h e m s e l v e s a n d t o t h o s e 
a r o u n d t h e m — p a r t i c u l a r l y a d u l t s . I n s t e a d , h e a r g u e s , a d u l t s e x h i b i t 
far w o r s e b e h a v i o u r t h a n teens , yet b l a m e t h e r e s u l t i n g s o c i a l p r o b ­
l e m s o n y o u t h b e h a v i o u r . 

A l t h o u g h g e n e r a t i o n a l wars a r e p r o b a b l y i n e v i t a b l e , M a l e s a r g u e s 
t h a t t h e c u r r e n t c l a s h is m o r e b l o o d y a n d c o n f l i c t e d t h a n t h o s e o f p r e ­
v i o u s g e n e r a t i o n s . H e a t t r i b u t e s th is to s e v e r a l f a c t o r s , i n c l u d i n g wors­
e n i n g d r u g a b u s e a m o n g p a r e n t - a g e a d u l t s a n d i n c r e a s i n g rates o f 
f e l o n y v i o l e n t , p r o p e r t y , a n d d r u g - r e l a t e d c r i m e s i n t h e w h i t e , o v e r - 3 0 
p o p u l a t i o n (Framing Youth 5). H e a l s o a c c u s e s o l d e r g e n e r a t i o n s o f 
s e l f i s h n e s s a n d h y p o c r i s y : a l t h o u g h today ' s B a b y B o o m e r s a n d e l d e r l y 
a r g u e t h a t t h e y a c h i e v e d t h e i r c u r r e n t c o m f o r t a b l e status w i t h o u t gov­
e r n m e n t h e l p ( t h u s a t t e m p t i n g t o j u s t i f y e v e r - d e e p e r cuts i n f u n d i n g 
f o r t h e y o u n g ) , M a l e s a r g u e s t h a t t h i s is " n o s t a l g i c h o k u m , " b e c a u s e 
" A m e r i c a n s o v e r t h e age o f 4 0 w e r e s u b s i d i z e d by s o m e o f t h e m o s t 
g e n e r o u s s o c i a l p r o g r a m s g o v e r n m e n t has e v e r f u n d e d " (Framing 
Youth 2 9 9 ) . I n t h e 1970s , M a l e s c l a i m s , t h e s e p r o g r a m s b e g a n to 
b e " s l a s h e d " — by t h e s a m e p e o p l e w h o e n j o y e d a f f l u e n t l i festyles 
f o u n d e d o n g o v e r n m e n t s u b s i d i e s , b u t w h o d i d n o t w a n t to t a k e t h e i r 
t u r n s a c r i f i c i n g f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e n e x t g e n e r a t i o n (Framing Youth 
3 0 0 ) . T h i s is n o t d u e s i m p l y to s h e e r s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e o n t h e p a r t o f 
e l d e r s ; M a l e s p i n p o i n t s 1 9 7 0 as a t i m e w h e n d e m o g r a p h i c shifts be­
c a m e c l e a r t o t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c : " [ T ] h e 1 9 7 0 s a n d a f t e r w a r d r e p r e ­
s e n t t h e p e r i o d i n w h i c h t h e t r a d i t i o n a l m a j o r i t y , E u r o - w h i t e s , b e g a n 
to r e a l i z e t h a t t h e U . S . w i l l i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e [. . .] b e c o m e a n a t i o n o f 
n o r a c i a l m a j o r i t y . T h i s a l l - m i n o r i t y f u t u r e is p o r t e n d e d by t h e y o u n g e r 
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g e n e r a t i o n a n d is p a r t i c u l a r l y v i s i b l e i n u r b a n states" (Framing Youth 

334). T h u s , o n e o f t h e u n d e r l y i n g causes M a l e s i d e n t i f i e s f o r t h e g r o w ­

i n g v i c i o u s n e s s o f p u b l i c d i s c o u r s e r e g a r d i n g y o u t h is r a c i s m a n d " fear 

o f r a c i a l t r a n s i t i o n " (Framing Youth 8). B e c a u s e i t is n o l o n g e r p o l i t i c a l l y 

e x p e d i e n t t o e x p r e s s o v e r t r a c i s m o r s e x i s m , e l d e r s m a s k these u n d e r l y ­

i n g a t t i t u d e s by f o c u s s i n g o n c o n t r o l l i n g s o - c a l l e d " t e e n a g e b e h a v i o r . " 

H o w e v e r , M a l e s d e c o n s t r u c t s t h i s r h e t o r i c by d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h a t t h e 

v e r y c o n c e p t o f " t e e n a g e b e h a v i o u r " is f a u l t y a n d m i s l e a d i n g . F i r s t , h e 

s h o w s t h a t teens i n g e n e r a l are less l i k e l y t h a n a d u l t s to e n g a g e i n r i s k y 

b e h a v i o r s . T h e n h e d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t by m a n y m e a s u r e s teens a r e far 

less l i k e l y to ac t l i k e p e e r s o f t h e i r age t h a n t h e y a r e t o ac t l i k e a d u l t s o f 

t h e i r o w n r a c e , class, a n d g e n d e r . T h u s , m a n y o t h e r s o c i a l v a r i a b l e s 

b e s i d e s age a r e f a r m o r e u s e f u l i n p r e d i c t i n g a n d e x p l a i n i n g b e h a v ­

i o u r . M a l e s a r g u e s t h a t w h e n t h e s e fac tors a r e c a r e f u l l y a c c o u n t e d for , 

n e g a t i v e b e h a v i o u r s i n a n y p a r t i c u l a r age g r o u p a r e far m o r e s t r o n g l y 

l i n k e d to p o v e r t y t h a n to age. H e d iscusses t h e c o m p l e x i t i e s o f c o n ­

v e r g i n g t r e n d s t h a t d r i v e t h e c u r r e n t g e n e r a t i o n s tr i fe i n t h e c o n c l u d ­

i n g c h a p t e r o f Framing Youth, b r i e f l y e x p l o r i n g s o l u t i o n s t h a t ( n o t 

s u r p r i s i n g l y , g i v e n his u l t i m a t e f o c u s o n t h e p r o b l e m s c a u s e d by p o v e r ­

ty) a r e d e p e n d e n t u p o n m o r e e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n s o f w e a l t h , p a r t i c ­

u l a r l y i n r e g a r d t o p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n . 

T h e t w o b o o k s a r e s i m i l a r i n m a n y ways; i f o n e t u r n s to Framing 

Youth e x p e c t i n g a s u b s t a n t i a l l y d i f f e r e n t b o o k f r o m The Scapegoat 

Generation, o n e w i l l b e d i s a p p o i n t e d . R a t h e r , Framing Youth is a r e v i s i o n 

a n d u p d a t e t h a t n e i t h e r m o v e s i n t o n e w t e r r i t o r y n o r c o v e r s n e w 

g r o u n d . H o w e v e r , i n t h i s b o o k , M a l e s s h u f f l e s t h e m a t e r i a l i n t o 

a m o r e s m o o t h l y - f l o w i n g o r d e r , s e p a r a t i n g h i s d i s c u s s i o n s o f p o l i t i c s 

a n d t h e m e d i a i n t o a s e p a r a t e c h a p t e r ( t h u s s h a r p e n i n g t h e a r g u ­

m e n t s ) , a n d h e u p d a t e s n u m e r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n , r e v i s i t i n g h i s p r e v i o u s 

analyses a c c o r d i n g l y . I n The Scapegoat Generation, M a l e s d i s c u s s e s t h e 

w o r k o f o t h e r s o c i a l c r i t i c s b u t a l m o s t always f r o m a n o p p o s i t i o n a l 

v i e w p o i n t . I n Framing Youth, b y a d d r e s s i n g o t h e r w r i t e r s w h o s e w o r k 

a l s o e x p l o r e s t h e effects o f o p p r e s s i v e a d u l t / c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p , h e sit­

uates h i s o w n w o r k m o r e c a r e f u l l y w i t h i n a s c h o l a r l y c o n t e x t . N o t o n l y 

d o e s t h i s c o n t e x t u a l i z a t i o n i n c r e a s e t h e c r e d i b i l i t y o f t h e l a t e r b o o k , 

b u t i t a l s o h i g h l i g h t s M a l e s ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e l a r g e r field o f study. 

I n p a r t i c u l a r , h i s c a r e f u l a n a l y s i s o f s ta t i s t i ca l t r e n d s a c r o s s age , r a c e , 

s o c i o e c o n o m i c , a n d g e n d e r c a t e g o r i e s p r o v i d e s a s o l i d f a c t u a l b a c k ­

g r o u n d f o r t h e h e a r t r e n d i n g tales t h a t o t h e r w r i t e r s d e p e n d u p o n to 

m a k e t h e i r a r g u m e n t s . F o r e x a m p l e , i n h i s 1 9 9 5 b o o k Amazing Grace, 

J o n a t h a n K o z o ! w o r r i e s t h a t t h e s t o r i e s h e te l ls a b o u t p e o p l e ' s reac­

t i o n s t o l i v i n g i n a g h e t t o w i l l b e t a k e n o u t o f s o c i a l c o n t e x t t o s u p p o r t 

c o n s e r v a t i v e messages a b o u t s o - c a l l e d p e r s o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ( 1 6 1 ) . 

H i s c o n c e r n s a r e w e l l f o u n d e d , a n d o n e o f t h e s t r e n g t h s o f M a l e s ' s 

s t r o n g l y a n a l y t i c a l a n d s t a t i s t i c a l a p p r o a c h is t h a t i t d e m o n s t r a t e s h o w 
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the condit ions that Kozol discusses are not due simply to personal 
moral failings, but to a complex set of social problems. W h i l e K o z o l 
and others provide stories that emotionally move readers, Males pro­
vides the larger context that forces readers to face their responsibility 
in creating and mainta in ing such social condit ions. 

This is not to say that Males's work is merely dry and statistical. Far 
f rom it. His hot attacks on various publ ic figures, coupled with heavy-
handed, bombastic prose that is laden with puns, colloquialisms, and 
overwrought verbs, are designed to incite a strong reaction. H e never 
openly suggests that deliberate conspiracies are afoot, but his occa­
sional tendency to paint opponents with a broad brush creates the 
impression that there is more to this generation war than meets the 
eye — an impression that may leave readers feel ing skeptical of some 
of his conclusions. Two omissions also mar both books. First, Males 
only briefly discusses the tricky issue of agency, a problem that forms 
the subtext in many discussions of youth responsibility and rights. In 
books that reveal the many ways in which adults exploit ch i ldren and 
teenagers, a ful l discussion of the complexities of determining agency 
would have provided effective background. Second, in some places, 
Males's analysis pits Baby Boomers against Gen-Xers , but in other 
places, the age groups under comparison appear to be the older and 
younger edges of Generat ion X . Discussions of the social constructs 
that such terms imply and the complexit ies of de f in ing generational 
trends and behaviours across several decades also would have been 
useful. 

In the end, while the prose and the conclusions are neither nuanced 
nor graceful, the ideas that Males conveys in both books and his han­
d l i n g of the statistical analysis are convincing because of the breadth 
and depth of his coverage. In both books, he tends to belabour points 
by returning to them again and again f rom varying perspectives. His 
conclusion that, by many measures, adults are far more drug-addicted, 
violent, and prone to crime than teenagers is inspected f rom different 
angles in virtually every chapter. However, the fact that few in media, 
politics, or the general populat ion seem to be heeding his words 
may explain the apparent need to hammer the points home again and 
again. Anyone who has read his book, at any rate, wil l never look 
at adolescents, adults, politicians, the media — or, indeed, statistics in 
general — in quite the same way again. Males reminds us of how much 
we would prefer to forget, and he forces us to confront issues we would 
prefer to ignore. Whi le his tone may be strident and overbearing, he is 
someone to w h o m we need to listen. 
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