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o f dewy-eyed f a n d o m i n the r e f l e c t i o n p i eces ; b u t as a r e a d e r w h o , 
t h o u g h n o t a " k i n d r e d s p i r i t , " c r i e d h e r way t h r o u g h Rilla oflngleside, I 
have s o m e e m p a t h y f o r the s e n t i m e n t tha t M o n t g o m e r y a rouses i n 
h e r p r e d o m i n a n t l y f e m a l e a u d i e n c e . D e s p i t e the c r i t i c a l s i d e - s t e p p i n g 
o f " t h e p o p u l a r , " th is is a w i d e - r a n g i n g c o l l e c t i o n a n d a u s e f u l c o n t r i 
b u t i o n to C a n a d i a n a n d l i t e r a r y s tud i es . H a v i n g a l r e ady t r i e d i t o u t o n 
a h e t e r o g e n e o u s g r o u p o f E u r o p e a n s , I c a n a lso testify to its a ccess ib i l 
ity f o r u n d e r g r a d u a t e s tuden t s . I w o u l d a d d tha t th is is a h a n d s o m e l y 
p r o d u c e d v o l u m e , f e a t u r i n g s o m e f a b u l o u s a r c h i v a l p h o t o g r a p h s o f 
P.E.I , l i f e i n the 1920s a n d 1930s. T h e h i g h p r o d u c t i o n va lues a n d 
re la t i ve l y l o w p r i c e suggest , a l o n g w i t h the m i x t u r e o f " s c h o l a r l y " a n d 
" p e r s o n a l " essays, tha t the i n t e n d e d a u d i e n c e r ea ches w e l l b e y o n d the 
academy . I n fact, i n its l o c a t i o n w i t h i n the m a r k e t p l a c e , its c o n t e n t , 
a n d p h y s i c a l f o r m , L. M. Montgomery and Canadian Culture nea t l y e n 
capsu la t es t he l o n g i n g o f a c e r t a i n r e d - b r a i d e d , s traw b o n n e t - w e a r i n g 
h e r o i n e , f o r b o t h i n s t i t u t i o n a l a c c e p t a b i l i t y a n d p o p u l a r a p p r o v a l . 
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A m a j o r l i m i t a t i o n o f th is b o o k , f o r a C a n a d i a n reader , is tha t C a n a d a 
is a b s e n t f r o m the v a r i o u s d i s c u s s i o n s o f the t h e o r y a n d p r a c t i c e o f 
m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m . A d m i t t e d l y , the f o cus o f the b o o k is the U n i t e d 
States, b u t i t is s t r ange tha t t h e e d i t o r s d i d n o t t h i n k it necessary to 
r e c o g n i z e tha t t h e s i t u a t i o n i n C a n a d a is a n i m p o r t a n t o n e , a n d tha t 
the w o r k d o n e by C a n a d i a n c r i t i c s o n issues o f h i s to ry , r a ce , g e n d e r 
a n d class, m i g h t serve as a u s e f u l c o m p a r i s o n w i t h the A m e r i c a n ver
s i o n o f m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m . T h a t sa i d , as a c o l l e c t i o n o f essays o n 
m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m i n g e n e r a l a n d the spec i f i c c u l t u r a l r ea l i t i e s o f the 
U n i t e d States i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e b o o k is p r o b a b l y o n e o f the bes t o f its 
k i n d . G r o w i n g o u t o f a c o n f e r e n c e , t h e b o o k b r i n g s t o g e t h e r twenty-
five essays tha t c o v e r a n i m p r e s s i v e r a n g e o f t op i c s . 

T h e i n t r o d u c t i o n by the ed i t o r s , a n d t h e i r o w n essay, t a k e n 
toge ther , p r o v i d e m o s t o f the s i g n p o s t i n g tha t t h e r e a d e r r e q u i r e s . 
T h i s is c r u c i a l f o r a b o o k tha t r u n s to 500 pages . T h e y e s t ab l i sh , 
i n b r o a d o u t l i n e , t h e d i f f i cu l t i e s o f t r y i n g to k e e p p l u r a l i s m a n d 
a s s i m i l a t i o n i s m apa r t . D e s p i t e t h e t e n d e n c y to see these two p r i n 
c i p l e s as o p p o s i t i o n a l , i n rea l i ty , t h e two in t e r s e c t i n c u r i o u s ways a n d 
m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m , i n the p rocess , b e c o m e s far m o r e a m b i g u o u s t h a n 
was ever i n t e n d e d . T h e e d i t o r s a re m o r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h r a i s i n g ques
t i ons t h a n p r o j e c t i n g a p o i n t o f view, a n d tha t t u r n s o u t to be a m a j o r 
s t r e n g t h o f the b o o k . 
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E a c h c o n t r i b u t o r b r i n g s to the d i s c u s s i o n h i s o r h e r o w n pe r spec 
tive a n d t h e r e is n o a t t e m p t o n the pa r t o f t he e d i t o r s to p r e v e n t d i f fer
ences o f o p i n i o n a m o n g t h e m . S o m e essays t e n d to be heav i l y 
t h e o r e t i c a l , o t h e r s a re m o r e e m p i r i c a l , b u t they a l l have the v i r tu e o f 
b e i n g access ib l e . I f t h e r e is a s i n g l e c o n s e n s u s , it c o n c e r n s the f rag i l i t y 
o f t he very t e r m , a n d the n e e d to d e c o n s t r u c t the c o n c e p t o f 
" m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m " i n m e t i c u l o u s d e t a i l i n o r d e r to w e e d o u t its m o r e 
h a r m f u l aspects , w h i l e p r e s e r v i n g the m o r e p r o d u c t i v e o n e s . 

In the last t h r e e d e c a d e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y s ince the c i v i l r i gh t s m o v e 
m e n t , t h e r e has b e e n a m u c h g r ea t e r a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e " O t h e r . " A c 
tive r a c i a l i z a t i o n has p r o v i d e d a n i c h e f o r a l l m i n o r i t y g r o u p s a n d a 
s t r o n g sense o f c o l l e c t i v e i d e n t i t y — a p o i n t f r o m w h i c h to a r t i c u l a t e 
t h e i r c o n c e r n s . B u t g r o u p s t e n d to be p r e c i s e l y that : b o d i e s f l a u n t i n g 
t h e i r h o m o g e n e i t y i n o r d e r to a ch i e v e c e r t a i n c o n c e s s i o n s . S u c h ga th 
e r i n g s d o n o t always take i n t o a c c o u n t the m u l t i p l i c i t y w i t h i n t h e m 
selves, a n o v e r s i gh t tha t c o n s t i t u t e s a c h i n k i n t h e i r a r m o u r , thus 
e n a b l i n g s t r u c t u r e s o f p o w e r to r e t a i n t h e i r h e g e m o n y . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , as seve ra l a u t h o r s p o i n t o u t , the c u r r e n t t r e n d to
wards g l o b a l i z a t i o n has a l t e r e d t h e p o s i t i o n o f m i n o r i t y g r o u p s i n very 
sub t l e ways. O n the o n e h a n d , the m o v e m e n t o f c a p i t a l o u t o f the 
c o u n t r y f o r ces a n awareness o f o t h e r c u l t u r e s . T h u s the East , f o r i n 
s tance , is m u c h c l o s e r t h a n it was a few d e c a d e s ago . O n the o t h e r 
h a n d , t h e s a m e m o v e m e n t o f c a p i t a l has c a u s e d a d e p l e t i o n o f j o b s 
l o c a l l y a n d has c o n s e q u e n t l y d i m i n i s h e d the state 's capac i t y to s p e n d 
o n k e e p i n g m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m a f loat . 

N e i l G o t a n d a ' s essay e x p l o r e s the c o m p l e x i t y o f m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m 
e v en f u r t h e r by c o n s i d e r i n g the n o t i o n o f a m o d e l m i n o r i t y . G o t a n d a 
d iscusses a l e ga l case i n v o l v i n g a K o r e a n w o m a n a n d a n A f r i c a n -
A m e r i c a n g i r l , to d e m o n s t r a t e h o w m a i n s t r e a m i deo l o gy , d e sp i t e 
asse r t i ons o f c o m p l e t e neu t ra l i t y , o f t e n has its o w n p e c k i n g o r d e r . By 
d r a w i n g a t t e n t i o n to s t e reo types , m a i n s t r e a m c u l t u r e n o t o n l y estab
l i shes its o w n n o r m s , b u t a lso m a k e s m o r e d i f f i c u l t t he task o f a ch i ev 
i n g s o l i d a r i t y a m o n g m i n o r i t y g r o u p s . T h e i n i t i a l fa l lacy, a c c o r d i n g to 
G o t a n d a , is tha t o f a s s u m i n g that t e rms s u c h as " m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m " a n d 
" m i n o r i t y " e n c o m p a s s a l l g r o u p s a n d erase a l l d i f f e r ences . 

Seve ra l essays d e a l w i t h t op i c s that a re t a n g e n t i a l l y r e l a t e d to 
m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m , s u c h as the o n e s d e v o t e d to the g a r m e n t i ndus t r y , 
b o t h i n the U n i t e d States a n d i n v a r i o u s par ts o f t h e w o r l d w h e r e 
c h e a p l a b o r is e x p l o i t e d by m a j o r W e s t e r n c o m p a n i e s . T h e s e essays 
serve as a sa lu ta ry r e m i n d e r tha t e c o n o m i c c o l o n i z a t i o n c a n n o t be 
d i v o r c e d f r o m a n y d i s c u s s i o n o f c u l t u r a l p l u r a l i s m . 

It is i m p o s s i b l e i n a r ev i ew o f th is b rev i t y to i n d i c a t e the r i c h n e s s 
these essays b r i n g to the m a n y facets o f the d i s c o u r s e o f 
m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m . T h e b o o k is a use fu l r e m i n d e r tha t the b u r g e o n i n g 
o f m u l t i c u l t u r a l p r e s e n c e i n l i t e r a t u r e , p o p u l a r c u l t u r e , m e d i a , a n d 
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the w o r k f o r c e , is c ause f o r c e l e b r a t i o n . S u c h a c c e p t a n c e o n the basis 
o f a s h a r e d h u m a n i t y is necessary a n d v a l u a b l e . B u t to see th is p r o c e s s 
as f a i r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n m a y w e l l m a s k m a j o r d i s p a r i t i e s i n the e x e r c i s e 
of power . M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m as a f o r m o f e t h n o t o u r i s m is n o t m e r e l y 
w r o n g - h e a d e d ; it is p o t e n t i a l l y d e s t ruc t i v e . T h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f essays 
r e p e a t e d l y e m p h a s i z e s the n e e d f o r a h o l i s t i c a n d i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y 
a p p r o a c h t owards m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m . T h e e x t ens i v e a n d a n n o t a t e d b i b 
l i o g r a p h y c o n s t i t u t e s yet a n o t h e r r e a s o n to p u r c h a s e the b c o k , w h i c h 
succ e eds i n p r o v i d i n g a b a l a n c e d , i n f o r m a t i v e a n d pe r suas i v e d i s cus 
s i o n o f m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m . 

C H E L V A K A N A C i A N A Y A K A M 
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F o r those a c a d e m i c s d e s i r i n g to i n t r o d u c e the d i v e r se field o f 
w o m e n ' s a u t o b i o g r a p h y to the " p e r p l e x e d , the s k e p t i c a l , t h e u n i n i t i 
a t e d , the j a d e d " ( S m i t h a n d W a t s o n 4), Women, Autobiography, Theory 
w i l l serve as a n e f fect ive g u i d e to the " u n r u l y h e t e r o g e n e i t y " o f t h e 
sub j ec t ( 110). I n d e e d , the very s u b t i t l e , w h i c h l abe l s th is t ex t a Reader, 
l e n d s a n a i r o f c r i t i c a l l e g i t imacy , for , as a r e c e n t a r t i c l e o n 
e c o c r i t i c i s m i n C a n a d a r e m a r k s , t h e r e is a " c o n t e m p o r a r y c o d e i n 
h u m a n i t i e s p u b l i s h i n g tha t m e a s u r e s the v i ab i l i t y o f a n e w c r i t i c a l a r e a 
by the p r o d u c t i o n o f a r e a d e r " ( O ' B r i e n 17). A c c o r d i n g to S m i t h a n d 
W a t s o n , the s tudy a n d t h e o r i z a t i o n o f w o m e n ' s a u t o b i o g r a p h y g a i n e d 
r e c o g n i t i o n as a field as r e c e n t l y as 1980 (5). E v e n so, the n e e d to 
assert the field's o f f i c i a l " c o m i n g - o f - a g e " ( O ' B r i e n 17) t h r o u g h the 
p u b l i c a t i o n o f a s i n g l e r e a d e r s eems to i g n o r e the c o n s i d e r a b l e " v i 
a b i l i t y " a l r e a d y a c h i e v e d by the p r o d u c t i o n , i n the last twenty years , o f 
a p l e t h o r a o f f u l l - l e n g t h s tud i e s , a n t h o l o g i e s , a n d i n d i v i d u a l a r t i c l e s . 
S u r e l y a c r i t i c a l field i n i t i a t e d by ( p r i m a r i l y ) f e m a l e a c a d e m i c s w h o 
s o u g h t to f o cus a t t e n t i o n o n texts a n d t h e o r e t i c a l issues o f t e n r e l 
e g a t e d to the m a r g i n s o f a c a d e m i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n , s h o u l d res ist the 
t e m p t a t i o n to a d h e r e to a " c o n t e m p o r a r y c o d e " i n a n y t h i n g . T h e r e is 
a t e r r i b l e f i na l i t y i n the a s s u m p t i o n o f " v i ab i l i t y , " as t h o u g h a l l w h o 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n the field c a n n o w r e l a x , sett le b a c k w i t h a c o l l e c t i v e s i g h 
o f re l i e f , a n d en j o y the p r e t e n s e o f u n q u e s t i o n e d s e l f - know l edge . 

T h i s latest c o l l e c t i o n by S m i t h a n d W a t s o n ( w h o have p r e v i o u s l y 
c o l l a b o r a t e d o n two o t h e r t ex t s ) 1 is , however , a n y t h i n g b u t c o m p l a 
c e n t . T h e e d i t o r s seek to p r o v i d e m o r e t h a n s i m p l y " a n o v e r v i ew o f 
the " f e r m e n t o f a c t i v i t y " (3) w h i c h has c h a r a c t e r i z e d the field i n the 
past two d e c a d e s ; i n d e e d , they e s c h e w the ve ry n o t i o n o f a h i s t o r i c a l , 
o r " s e t t l e d , " n a r r a t i v e , p r e f e r r i n g i n s t e a d to c r ea t e " a b o o k necessa r i l y 


