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Chess 
He sits a l l day and plays his game of chess. 
A lone - a champion of ret irement. 
Th is round is won, this last decade of sums 
Shr ink ing his t ime into a silent square. 

He knows he is the master of success 
A f t e r those years of metal, hooks and knives 
That stiffened fingers, shrunk his bones, his neck, 
C lawing his days into a spine of care. 

He wears a mandarin 's impassiveness. 
B u t now - for a most concentrating move: 
H i s eyes are sharper and his Queen secure -
'Check Mate ' he roars across the empty chair . 

Lot te K r a m e r 


