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commentaries o n F r e n c h f e m i n i s m a n d e c o n o m i c t h o u g h t . T h e sub
vers ive potential o f S t i l l ' s b o o k is h o w e v e r impeded b y the r i g o r o u s a d 
h e r e n c e to c o n t e m p o r a r y t h e o r e t i c a l paradigms. A n d w h i l e S t i l l a d d s a 
n e w d i m e n s i o n t o t h e i n t r i c a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n f e m i n i s m , c r i t i c a l 
t h e o r y , e c o n o m i c s , a n d t h e state, t h e g e s t u r e t o w a r d s t h e e c o n o m i c as 
a f u t u r e Utopian h o r i z o n m i g h t h a v e b e n e f i t e d f r o m a c l o s e r r e a d i n g 
o f w o m e n ' s location i n the c o n t e m p o r a r y e c o n o m i c text . 
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I n t h e last two d e c a d e s , m a n y I n d i a n u n i v e r s i t i e s h a v e s t a r t e d o f f e r i n g 
c o u r s e s i n P o s t c o l o n i a l L i t e r a t u r e i n E n g l i s h . I n d i a n s t u d e n t s g e n 
e r a l l y a p p e a r to b e k e e n e r o n A f r i c a n o r C a r i b b e a n l i t e r a t u r e t h a n 
o n t h e l i t e r a t u r e s o f s u c h w h i t e se t t ler c o l o n i e s as C a n a d a o r A u s 
t r a l i a . P e r h a p s t h e h i s t o r i c a l e x p e r i e n c e o f c o l o n i z a t i o n p r o v i d e s a 
c o m m o n g r o u n d ( e v e n t h o u g h t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s d i f f e r e d f r o m c o u n 
try to c o u n t r y — i t was n o t t h e s a m e f o r I n d i a a n d N i g e r i a , f o r i n 
s tance) . I n Women and War: A Study of the Novels of Emecheta, Ekwensi and 
Amadi, C h a n d r a n i Biswas t h e I n d i a n s c h o l a r e x a m i n e s s o m e N i g e r i a n 
n o v e l s a b o u t the w a r in B i a f r a i n t h e l a r g e r c o n t e x t o f w o m e n ' s 
e m p o w e r m e n t . 

Biswas p r o v i d e s a u s e f u l survey o f t h e c h a n g i n g status o f w o m e n i n 
A f r i c a o v e r t h e years . T h e status o f w o m e n was ( a n d is) n o t t h e s a m e 
t h r o u g h o u t A f r i c a . S o m e s o c i e t i e s h a d n o d i s t i n c t g e n d e r - b a s e d d i v i 
s i o n o f l a b o u r . I n t h e h u n t e r - g a t h e r e r s o c i e t y o f t h e M b u t i p y g m i e s o f 
n o r t h - e a s t C o n g o , " w o m e n are n o t a l o n e o r e v e n c h i e f l y r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r c h i l d c a r e . M b u t i l a n g u a g e d i s t i n g u i s h e s t h e sex o f i n d i v i d u a l s o n l y 
at t h e p a r e n t a l l e v e l , i n t h e t e r m s f o r ' m o t h e r ' a n d ' f a t h e r ' ; the l a n 
g u a g e has n o t e r m s f o r ' m a l e ' a n d ' f e m a l e , ' ' b o y ' a n d I g i r l ' " (3). It is 
l i k e l y t h a t w o m e n i n A f r i c a e n j o y e d a h i g h status i n a n t i q u i t y , N e b e t 
was a p r i m e m i n i s t e r i n t h e O l d K i n g d o m i n E g y p t . B u t i n r e c e n t c e n 
t u r i e s , w o m e n i n A f r i c a h a v e s u f f e r e d t h e s a m e e x p l o i t a t i o n as t h e i r 
sisters i n o t h e r c o n t i n e n t s . T h e p r o c e s s o f c o l o n i z a t i o n m a d e t h e i r sit
u a t i o n w o r s e ; i n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l e c o n o m y , w o m e n h a d a n e q u a l r o l e . 
W h e n p r o p e r t y was c o m m u n a l l y o w n e d , w o m e n ' s r o l e as c o - p r o d u c e r s 
i n t h e h o u s e h o l d was r e c o g n i z e d . B u t w i t h t h e c r e a t i o n o f p r i v a t e 
p r o p e r t y , m a n as t h e w a g e - e a r n e r i n t h e c a s h e c o n o m y was c o n s i d e r e d 
s u p e r i o r to t h e w o m a n . 

Biswas is very c o n s c i o u s o f t h e c o l l a b o r a t i o n b e t w e e n c a p i t a l i s m a n d 
p a t r i a r c h y . T h e s e c o n d c h a p t e r is d e v o t e d to " T h e N i g e r i a n C i v i l W a r : 
A H i s t o r i c a l P e r s p e c t i v e . " L i t e r a t u r e d o e s n o t ex is t i n a v a c u u m , a n d 
Biswas takes c a r e to s t u d y t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t i n 
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N i g e r i a ; as e a r l y as 1929, I g b o w o m e n h a d p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e A b a 

r i o t s a g a i n s t B r i t i s h t a x a t i o n . T h e g e n e s i s o f t h e B i a f r a n w a r is de

s c r i b e d c l e a r l y — m o s t s t u d e n t s r e a d i n g N i g e r i a n fiction f o r t h e first 

t i m e h a v e l i t t l e a w a r e n e s s o f t h e c o m p l e x e t h n i c d i v i s i o n s i n N i g e r i a . 

T h e n e x t c h a p t e r , " W o m a n a n d W a r , " d e a l s w i t h t h e r o l e o f w o m e n i n 

the p u b l i c d o m a i n i n N i g e r i a , a n d t h e c h a n g e s w r o u g h t b y war, w h e n 

a l l a b l e - b o d i e d m e n are away at t h e f r o n t . J u s t as t h e two W o r l d W a r s 

h a d a n effect o n w o m e n ' s e m p o w e r m e n t i n the W e s t , t h e B i a f r a n w a r 

i n N i g e r i a h a d a s i m i l a r effect o n the w o m e n . It a c t e d as a l a u n c h i n g 

p a d f o r w o m e n ' s e m a n c i p a t i o n . 

T h e r e are m a n y s t e r e o t y p e s i n A f r i c a n l i t e r a t u r e : the m o t h e r f i g u r e , 

t h e p a s s i o n a t e a n d s e n s u a l lover , t h e s o p h i s t i c a t e d c i ty g i r l , a n d the 

r u r a l w o m a n . T h e city a n d t h e v i l l a g e a r e o f t e n j u x t a p o s e d to d r a m a 

tize t h e c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n the m o d e r n a n d t h e t r a d i t i o n a l . T h e c i ty 

w o m a n is o f t e n d e p i c t e d as a p r o s t i t u t e w h i l e t h e r u r a l w o m a n is 

u s u a l l y ( b u t n o t always) static a n d u n r e s p o n s i v e to c h a n g e . Biswas 

c o n s i d e r s D e b b i e , t h e h e r o i n e o f B u c h i E m e c h e t a ' s Destination 
Biafra, as the a r c h e t y p e o f t h e " n e w w o m a n . " D e b b i e , a s o p h i s t i c a t e d , 

w e l l - e d u c a t e d , W e s t e r n i z e d w o m a n , u n d e r t a k e s a m i s s i o n f r o m the 

N i g e r i a n g o v e r n m e n t t o B i a f r a to p e r s u a d e t h e B i a f r a n l e a d e r to e n d 

t h e war. T h e m e n i n E m e c h e t a ' s n o v e l , w h e t h e r D e b b i e ' s f a t h e r o r h e r 

E n g l i s h l o v e r A l a n G r e y , s e e m to b e s t r a n g e l y w e a k a n d d e h u m a n i z e d . 

T h e c r o w d s o f r e f u g e e w o m e n she e n c o u n t e r s o n t h e way p r e s e n t a 

g r a p h i c p i c t u r e o f the h o r r o r s o f war. B e i n g s u b j e c t e d to r a p e by s o l 

d i e r s , N i g e r i a n a n d B i a f r a n , s h e r e a l i z e s t h a t t h e e n e m y is m a n ; w h i c h 

s i d e h e is o n d o e s n o t m a k e a n y d i f f e r e n c e to t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f 

w o m a n . H o w e v e r , a l l w o m e n d o n o t e x p e r i e n c e r e p r e s s i o n a n d e x p l o i 

t a t i o n e q u a l l y : class a f f i l i a t i o n m a k e s a b i g d i f f e r e n c e . 

C y p r i a n E k w e n s i ' s Survive the Peace a n d E l e c h i A m a d i ' s Estrangement 
s h o w w o m e n as v i c t i m s , fighters, a n d s u r v i v o r s . E k w e n s i r e c r e a t e s the 

post-war s i t u a t i o n i n N i g e r i a n society. T h e p r o t a g o n i s t , J a m e s O d u g o , 

a s e n i o r news r e p o r t e r o n the B i a f r a n s i d e , leaves t h e r a d i o s t a t i o n i n 

s e a r c h of h is wi fe a n d c h i l d r e n . O d u g o , s e p a r a t e d f r o m h i s wife by 

t h e war, d e v e l o p s r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h t h r e e w o m e n : h i s c o l l e a g u e V i c 

E z e n t a , B e n n e ( w h o uses h e r s e x u a l i t y to o b t a i n c a s h a n d f o o d f r o m 

s o l d i e r s ) , a n d G l a d y s N w i b e ( w h o b e c o m e s t h e m o t h e r o f h is c h i l d ) . 

M e a n w h i l e , h i s wife J u l l i e t t e , f o r c e d t o f e n d f o r h e r s e l f a n d l o o k after 

the c h i l d r e n , d e v e l o p s a r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h a s o l d i e r a n d is p r e g n a n t 

w i t h h i s c h i l d . B u t h e refuses to a c c e p t h e r , t h o u g h h e is p e r f e c t l y 

h a p p y w i t h G l a d y s b e a r i n g h i s c h i l d . T h e s a m e d o u b l e s t a n d a r d s are 

s h o w n i n o t h e r n o v e l s , s u c h as A m a d i ' s Estrangement a n d F r a n c i s I m -

b u g a ' s p l a y The Married Bachelor. F a c e d w i t h these s i t u a t i o n s , w o m e n 

start q u e s t i o n i n g a c c e p t e d va lues . A l e k i r i , a y o u n g w o m a n w h o has 

j o i n e d a t e a c h e r ' s t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m m e , w o n d e r s , " W h y s h o u l d t h e suc

cess o f a w o m a n ' s l i f e b e r e c k o n e d s t r i c t l y i n t e r m s o f m a r r i a g e ? . . . 
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M e n w e r e n o t so l i m i t e d " (Estrangement 1 3 6 ) . T h o u g h t h e w a r is over, 
the status q u o c a n n o t b e r e s t o r e d . F o r c e d by t h e w a r to take o n the 
b u r d e n o f t h e f a m i l y , w o m e n s t e p p e d o u t o f t h e d o m e s t i c d o m a i n . 
W h e n p e a c e was r e s t o r e d , m a n y w o m e n r e f u s e d to g o b a c k to t h e c o n 
fined p r i v a t e s p h e r e . 

Women and War: A Study of the Novels of Emecheta, Ekwensi and Amadi 
p r o v i d e s a g o o d i n t r o d u c t i o n to N i g e r i a n w a r n o v e l s , e s p e c i a l l y f o r stu
d e n t s a p p r o a c h i n g the field f o r t h e first t i m e . T h e p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
p r i n t i n g v a l u e s a r e g o o d , b u t f o r o n e f law: the n u m b e r i n g o f t h e foot
n o t e s is m i s s i n g ; th is is p r o b a b l y p a r t o f t h e t e e t h i n g t r o u b l e s o f a n e w 
p u b l i s h e r . SHYAMALA A. NARAYAN 

S a m S o l e c k i , e d . Imagining Canadian Literature: The Selected Letters of Jack 
McClelland. T o r o n t o : K e y P o r t e r , 1 9 9 8 . P p . 3 0 0 . $ 2 6 . 9 5 p b . 

Is it p o s s i b l e to i m a g i n e C a n a d i a n p u b l i s h i n g o v e r t h e last half-
c e n t u r y w i t h o u t t h e d o m i n a t i n g i n f l u e n c e o f Jack M c C l e l l a n d , s o n o f 
M c C l e l l a n d a n d Stewart ' s f o u n d e r , t h e c o m p a n y ' s d r i v i n g f o r c e o v e r 
f o u r d e c a d e s a n d its p r e s i d e n t f r o m 1 9 6 1 - 8 2 ? Imagining Canadian Lit
erature: The Selected Letters of Jack McClelland e d i t e d b y S a m S o l e c k i , re
m i n d s o n e h o w d i f f i c u l t i t w o u l d b e not to i m a g i n e C a n a d i a n l i t e r a t u r e 
w i t h th is a m b i t i o u s a n d h i g h l y i n f l u e n t i a l p u b l i s h e r . 

T h i s c o l l e c t i o n cons is ts o f 172 p i e c e s o f c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ( o r 171, 
d e p e n d i n g o n h o w o n e c o u n t s a 1 9 7 8 " r e p l y " to P i e r r e B e r t o n ) se
l e c t e d f r o m " n e a r l y t w o h u n d r e d b o x e s [of c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ] i n the 
M c C l e l l a n d a n d S t e w a r t a r c h i v e s at M c M a s t e r U n i v e r s i t y " ( x i - x i i ) , as 
w e l l as a n a f t e r w o r d o f sorts by M a r g a r e t L a u r e n c e . T h e first l e t t e r i n 
this e s s e n t i a l l y c h r o n o l o g i c a l c o l l e c t i o n is f r o m M c C l e l l a n d to E a r l e 
B i r n e y , d a t e d 4 M a y 1 9 4 9 , t h e last f r o m M c C l e l l a n d to M a r g a r e t 
L a u r e n c e , d a t e d i 7 j u n e 1 9 8 2 . S o l e c k i n o t e s t h a t h e has e d i t e d severa l 
o f t h e le t ters b u t has n o t i n d i c a t e d a n y o f t h e d e l e t i o n s i n w h a t is i n 
t e n d e d to b e a n o n - s c h o l a r l y e d i t i o n ( 291 ) . H e has b e e n j u d i c i o u s a n d 
h e l p f u l i n h i s use o f a n n o t a t i o n s . 

O v e r a l l , the c o r r e s p o n d e n c e p a i n t s a v i v i d p i c t u r e o f a r g u a b l y the 
m o s t i n f l u e n t i a l figure i n C a n a d i a n p u b l i s h i n g h is tory , b u t a l t h o u g h 
very i n f o r m a t i v e , it m a y n o t o f f e r t o o m a n y s u r p r i s e s . T h e r e is l i t t l e i n 
a n y o f t h e s e l e c t i o n s to c h a l l e n g e o r c o u n t e r t h e d o m i n a n t i m a g e of 
M c C l e l l a n d as a n e n t h u s i a s t i c , e n e r g e t i c , te l l - i t - l ike- i t - is -and-to-hel l -
w i t h - t h e - c o n s e q u e n c e s i n d i v i d u a l , w h o has g i v e n h is h e a r t a n d s o u l to 
the p u b l i s h i n g a n d p r o m o t i o n o f C a n a d a ' s n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e , a p u b 
l i s h e r always m o r e d e d i c a t e d t o t h e interests o f " h i s " a u t h o r s t h a n to 
h i s c o m p a n y ' s b o t t o m l i n e . B u t t h e l a c k o f c h a l l e n g i n g m a t e r i a l i n th is 
c a r e f u l l y c o n t r o l l e d c o l l e c t i o n m a y m a k e i t t e m p t i n g to i m a g i n e at 


