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^ J E O R G E W I N G , w h o d i e d o n 27 N o v e m b e r 1998, i n Calgary , 
was the first Calgary-based e d i t o r o f ARIEL, a p o s i t i o n w h i c h he 
h e l d f r o m 1973 to 1977. H e was a d i s t i n g u i s h e d s cho l a r o f 
V i c t o r i a n L i t e r a t u r e a n d is p r o b a b l y best k n o w n fo r his books 
Thomas Hardy ( 1 9 6 3 ) a n d Charles Dickens ( i g o g ) . 

H i s a c a d e m i c a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s w i l l a lmos t ce r t a in ly be k n o w n 
to readers o f ARIEL. Less w e l l k n o w n , pe rhaps , is the story o f 
h o w h e got i n t o a c a d e m i c l i fe i n the first p l ace , for his i m m e d i a t e 
post-universi ty years were ac tua l ly spent w i t h the B r i t i s h C o u n c i l 
i n Pers ia , the e x p e r i e n c e s o f w h i c h were la ter to be the i n s p i r a 
t i o n o f h is a w a r d - w i n n i n g n o v e l Coppernob (R ivers ide , 1995) a n d 
t e a c h i n g E n g l i s h i n a s c h o o l i n West A f r i c a . A s a t eacher i n a fee-
p a y i n g h i g h s c h o o l , i n wha t was t h e n the G o l d Coas t , G e o r g e 
a p p a r e n t l y m e t a c o u p l e o f o t h e r B r i t i s h expatr ia tes i n a p u b . 
T h e s e were new appo in tees at the recent ly-es tab l i shed l o c a l u n i 
versity. H e d i s c o v e r e d that t he i r t e a c h i n g dut ies were far less 
o n e r o u s t h a n his , a n d w h e n he a sked h o w h e too c o u l d aspi re to 
s u c h a j o b h e was t o l d that un ivers i ty - t each ing r e q u i r e d a P h D o r 
a b o o k . "I was b u g g e r e d i f I was g o i n g b a c k to universi ty," G e o r g e 
t o l d m e , "so I wen t to the l i b r a r y a n d wro te a b o o k . " 

G e o r g e W i n g was b o r n at Teesvi l le , Y o r k s h i r e , o n 17 M a y 1921. 

A f t e r the l o c a l p r i m a r y s c h o o l , he a t t e n d e d S t o c k t o n S e c o n d a r y 
S c h o o l a n d t h e n r e a d E n g l i s h at D u r h a m Univers i ty . L i k e so 
m a n y o f his g e n e r a t i o n , h e saw his s tudies i n t e r r u p t e d by W o r l d 
W a r II, d u r i n g w h i c h h e served w i t h the G r e e n H o w a r d s i n N o r t h 
A f r i c a a n d Italy, rising to the r a n k o f cap t a in . I h a d b e e n a f r i e n d 
o f his fo r m a n y years before I l e a r n e d — a n d n o t f r o m G e o r g e b u t 
f r o m his wife J o a n — t h a t he h a d i n fact b e e n a w a r d e d the m i l i -
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tary cross for a d a r i n g rescue o f a c o m r a d e f r o m a b u r n i n g truck, 
a n act o f bravery r e c o r d e d i n the of f ic ia l h i s tory o f the r eg imen t . 
H i s r e a c t i o n , w h e n I accused h i m o f " b e i n g a b l o o d y war-hero," 
was v in tage G e o r g e . Off icers were g iven a l i b e r a l s u p p l y o f g r o g , 
he c l a i m e d , a n d he was d r u n k at the t ime . N o - o n e w o u l d ever 
be l ieve this, bu t the story demons t ra tes the self-effacing h u m o u r 
a n d c o m p l e t e lack o f p r e t e n s i o n a n d se l f - impor tance that a l l his 
f r iends l o v e d i n G e o r g e . 

A f t e r his st int w i t h the B r i t i s h C o u n c i l a n d six years i n the 
s c h o o l i n the G o l d Coas t , G e o r g e was of fe red a l e c tu r e sh ip 
i n E n g l i s h at the newly-es tabl i shed R o y a l T e c h n i c a l C o l l e g e i n 
N a i r o b i . T h i s subsequen t ly b e c a m e par t o f the new U n i v e r s i t y o f 
East A f r i c a (now the Un ive r s i t y o f K e n y a ) , at w h i c h i n s t i t u t i o n 
G e o r g e even tua l ly b e c a m e Professor o f E n g l i s h a n d D e a n o f Ar t s 
a n d Sc i ence . H e a n d his f ami ly spent m a n y h a p p y years i n 
N a i r o b i . I n 1968, h e a c c e p t e d a p o s i t i o n at the Un ive r s i t y o f 
Calgary , w h e r e h e was Professor, D e p a r t m e n t o f E n g l i s h , a n d 
V i c e - D e a n o f the Facu l ty o f Ar t s a n d Sc ience . 

M u c h l o v e d a n d a d m i r e d by his co l leagues a n d students, 
G e o r g e is sadly missed . H e is su rv ived by his wife, J o a n , h is two 
daughters , M a r j o r i e a n d D a p h n e , a n d two g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 
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