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I 

T 
J L H E R E C E N T P U B L I C A T I O N o f several c o l l e c t i o n s o f post-

c o l o n i a l l i teratures a n d c r i t i ca l a n d theo re t i ca l s tudies plays ou t 
a r e m a r k a b l e p a r a d o x : these an tho log i e s carry t h r o u g h the aca­
d e m i c c o n s e c r a t i o n o f the subject at the same t i m e that they 
s igna l the u rgency o f its t heo re t i ca l r e t o o l i n g i n the wake 
o f s o c i o c u l t u r a l a n d p o l i t i c a l r e d e p l o y m e n t s o f late twent ieth-
century. D r a w i n g o n this p a r a d o x , m y i n t e r v e n t i o n sets o u t p r i ­
m a r i l y to r e s p o n d to this urgency, p o i n t i n g o u t some o f the 
p r o b l e m s c o n f r o n t i n g p o s t c o l o n i a l s tudies today. F o r it seems to 
m e that w h i l e c o n t i n u i n g to set i n t r a in a w ide s p e c t r u m o f 
rev i s ionary discourses , the p o s t c o l o n i a l i tself is i nc r ea s ing ly ca l l ­
i n g for t h o r o u g h r ev i s ion . T h e i n c l u s i o n , for e x a m p l e , o f a 
f ragment " O n N a t i o n a l C u l t u r e " f r o m Fran t z F a n o n 's classical 
The Wretched of the Earth i n B i l l A s h c r o f t , G a r e t h Gr i f f i ths , a n d 
H e l e n T i f f i n ' s The Post-Colonial Studies Reader (153-57) j u s f l v 

recupera tes a h i s to r i ca l stage i n the d e v e l o p m e n t o f na t iona l i s t 
i deo log i e s i n f o r m e r co lon i e s . B u t F a n o n ' s v iew o f "the pitfalls o f 
n a t i o n a l consc iousness" (156), w h i c h h e lays o u t t h r o u g h a 
p a r a l l e l be tween the " n a t i o n a l m i d d l e class" a n d the "bourgeo i s 
d i c t a to r sh ip" o f d e v e l o p e d coun t r i e s , n o l o n g e r app l i e s as it d i d 
40 years ago w h e n The Wretched of the Earth was wr i t t en . Def in i te ly , 
"the p r o f o u n d l y c o s m o p o l i t a n m o l d " ( 156) o f the n a t i o n a l bour ­
geois ie means to H o m i B h a b h a s o m e t h i n g that F a n o n w o u l d 
find h a r d l y acceptab le . L i k e w i s e , access to c o s m o p o l i t a n k n o w l ­
edge , languages , a n d l oca t i ons does no t b o i l d o w n to straightfor­
w a r d i m p e r i a l s u b m i s s i o n o r " n e o c o l o n i z a t i o n " any m o r e . 
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T h e c r i t i ca l i n t e r r o g a t i o n o f p o s t c o l o n i a l i s m , u n d e r way for 
some t ime now, has t r aded o n the latter 's a s t o u n d i n g bu i l t - i n 
he terogenei ty . A s S t e p h e n S l e m o n notes i n " T h e S c r a m b l e for 
P o s t - c o l o n i a l i s m " ( T h i e m e 45-52), p o s t c o l o n i a l i s m is b o t h a 
field a n d a m e t h o d o l o g y used i n several d i s c i p l i n e s . A s such , it 
"de-scribes a r e m a r k a b l y he t e rogeneous set o f subject pos i t ions , 
p rofess iona l fields, a n d c r i t i ca l enterpr ises" (45). T h e t e rm has 
b e e n e m p l o y e d , he goes o n to specify, "as a way o f o r d e r i n g a 
c r i t i que o f t o t a l i s ing forms o f Wes te rn h i s t o r i c i s m ; as a p o r t m a n ­
teau t e r m fo r a r e t o o l e d n o t i o n o f 'class, ' as a subset o f b o t h 
p o s t m o d e r n i s m a n d pos t -s t ruc tura l i sm . . . ; as the n a m e for 
a c o n d i t i o n o f nativist l o n g i n g i n p o s t - i n d e p e n d e n c e n a t i o n a l 
g r o u p i n g s ; as a c u l t u r a l m a r k e r o f non- re s idency fo r a t h i rd -
w o r l d i n t e l l ec tua l cadre ; as the inev i tab le u n d e r s i d e o f a 
f r ac tu red a n d a m b i v a l e n t d i scourse o f c o l o n i a l i s t power ; as an 
o p p o s i t i o n a l f o r m o f ' r e a d i n g p r a c t i c e . ' " S l e m o n acknowledges 
h a v i n g first c o m e across the c o n c e p t "as the n a m e fo r a category 
o f ' l i t e ra ry ' activity w h i c h s p r a n g f r o m a new a n d w e l c o m e p o l i t i ­
ca l energy g o i n g o n w i t h i n what used to be c a l l e d ' C o m m o n ­
wea l t h ' l i t e ra ry s tudies" (45), a t e r m that a lmos t everyone has 
re jected o r g iven u p — a n d jus t i f i ab ly so, as S a l m a n R u s h d i e 
argues i n his essay, " ' C o m m o n w e a l t h L i t e r a t u r e ' D o e s N o t Ex i s t " 
(Ramraj 366-73 ). W h i l e somewha t l e t t i n g ou t his d i s con t en t wi th 
such a c o n c e p t u a l he terogenei ty , S l e m o n nevertheless ma in ta ins 
a hea l thy s u s p i c i o n o f " in to l e ran t calls fo r h o m o g e n e i t y i n a field 
o f s tudy that embraces r ad ica l ly d i f fe rent forms a n d func t ions o f 
c o l o n i a l i s t o p p r e s s i o n a n d r ad i ca l ly d i f ferent n o t i o n s o f ant i -
c o l o n i a l i s t agency" (Ashcrof t et a l . 51). 

"Diversi ty ," "scope," a n d "he te rogene i ty" also s tand o u t as the 
ca tchwords i n the Preface to The Post-Colonial Studies Reader, a n d 
"range" appears i n the b r i e f no te o n the an tho logy ' s first page 
five t imes. However , the edi tors cu t d o w n the m e a n i n g s o f post-
c o l o n i a l f o rma t ions to the d i spu te "between those w h o w o u l d see 
the pos t - co lon ia l as d e s i g n a t i n g an a m o r p h o u s set o f d iscurs ive 
pract ices , a k i n to p o s t m o d e r n i s m , a n d those w h o w o u l d see it as 
d e s i g n a t i n g a m o r e speci f ic , a n d ' h i s t o r i ca l l y ' l o c a t e d set o f 
c u l t u r a l strategies." T h e y nex t d r aw the l i n e be tween those for 
w h o m the p o s t c o l o n i a l covers the p o s t i n d e p e n d e n c e h is tory o f 



R E F I G U R I N G T H E P O S T C O L O N I A L 173 

f o r m e r c o l o n i e s a n d those for w h o m it "designate [s] the total i ty 
o f pract ices , i n a l l t he i r r i c h diversity, w h i c h charac ter i se the 
societ ies o f the pos t - co lon i a l w o r l d f r o m the m o m e n t o f c o l o n i z a ­
t i o n to the present day, s ince c o l o n i a l i s m does no t cease wi th the 
m e r e fact o f p o l i t i c a l i n d e p e n d e n c e a n d con t i nues i n a neo-
c o l o n i a l m o d e to be active i n m a n y societ ies" (xv) . I ron ica l ly , 
p o s t c o l o n i a l studies itself, as t h e o r i z e d mos t ly i n f o r m e r i m p e r i a l 
centres , may inadver t en t ly j o i n i n the neo -co lon ia l i s t takeover, 
w h i c h e x p l a i n s w h y the p resc r ip t ive m o d e l s o f p o s t c o l o n i a l the­
ory are n o t m e t w i t h en thus i a sm by cr i t ics l i k e A i j a z A h m a d i n his 
r ep ly to F r e d r i c J a m e s o n ' s 1986 essay, " T h i r d W o r l d L i t e r a t u r e i n 
the E r a o f M u l t i n a t i o n a l C a p i t a l i s m " (Ashcrof t et a l . 77-82), o r 
B a r b a r a C h r i s t i a n i n h e r w e l l - k n o w n take o n " T h e Race for 
T h e o r y " (457-60). N o r does " c o l o n i z a t i o n i n reverse" p r o v i d e , 
a s J o h n T h i e m e warns us i n his I n t r o d u c t i o n to The Arnold Anthol­

ogy of Post-Colonial Literatures in English, a p rob lem-f ree "oppos i ­
t i o n a l " m o d e l . F o r o n e t h i n g , "pos t - co lon ia l t heo re t i c a l p rac t ice 
invades the m e t r o p o l i s a n d beg ins to d i sman t l e the m o n o c u l -
tura l a s sumpt ions that have c h a r a c t e r i z e d m u c h o f the t h i n k i n g 
o f Wes te rn societ ies a n d , as a by-produc t , m o n o c u l tu ra i m o d e s o f 
l i te rary study" (3). Ye t T h i e m e submits that s u c h a p rac t i ce raises 
the r isk o f " d e h i s t o r i c i z [ i n g ] a n d d i s l oca t [ i ng ] w r i t i n g f r o m the 
t e m p o r a l a n d l i n g u i s t i c factors w h i c h have p r o d u c e d i t i n favour 
o f a n abstract, g l o b a l l y c o n c e i v e d n o t i o n o f hyb r id i ty w h i c h 
obscures the specif ic i t ies o f p a r t i c u l a r c u l t u r a l s i t u a t i o n s " — a n d 
this is, as the c r i t i c con tends , a mos t p o w e r f u l a r g u m e n t "against 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n o f the ' p o s t - c o l o n i a l ' as a s ingle field" (3). 

W h e t h e r we l i k e i t o r no t , the l o g i c o f the g l o b a l has b e e n 
o r g a n i z i n g the c u l t u r a l conve r sa t i on w o r l d w i d e fo r qu i te a w h i l e . 
I n fact, T h i e m e ' s p ro jec t i tself c a n n o t b u t ref lect this situa­
t i o n , m o r e specif ical ly , the d i s loca t ions , " t ransvaluat ions ," 
a n d r ea r rangemen t s o b t a i n i n g w i t h i n p o s t c o l o n i a l d iscourses i n 
the t r ansna t iona l sett ings o f the p o s t - C o l d W a r e ra a n d ever-
s p r a w l i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n t echno log ie s . I n so d o i n g , it also spot­
l ights p r o b a b l y the mos t s ign i f ican t p o s t m o d e r n trait o f the 
p o s t c o l o n i a l : the in te rp lay o f the r e g i o n a l a n d the g l o b a l , w h e r e 
the f o r m e r recasts the n a t i o n a l (the " c o l o n i z e d " ) a n d the lat ter 
rear t icula tes the i m p e r i a l . T h i s in te rp lay has a l ready g iven rise to 
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a d y n a m i c of ten t imes c u l t u r a l l y a n d p o l i t i c a l l y a m b i g u o u s "inter­
face" ( T h i e m e ' s te rm) that has i n its t u r n set i n m o t i o n a w h o l e 
r e w r i t i n g o f the re la t ions be tween f o r m e r marg in s a n d centres a l l 
over the w o r l d . S u c h an interface operates by "c ross -po l l ina t ion , " 
" h y b r i d i z a t i o n , " "de-essent ia l iz ing" strategies, i n t e r p o l a t i o n , a n d 
o the r fo rms o f c u l t u r a l c ross -breed ing . It is these forms , I w o u l d 
argue, that m a r k o f f the p o s t c o l o n i a l o f the last d e c a d e s — t h e 
postindependence p o s t c o l o n i a l , i f I may pu t this w a y — i n t o two 
d i s t inc t m o m e n t s . 

T h e first is the "na t iona l i s t i c p o s t c o l o n i a l . " It issues fo r th the 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n m o v e m e n t s a n d takes u p a r a d i c a l l y an t ino-
m i a n , a n t i i m p e r i a l i s t , m o r e of ten t h a n n o t classical M a r x i s t rhet­
o r i c . I w o u l d l i k e to c a l l the s e c o n d m o m e n t , i n l i g h t o f my 
a r g u m e n t so far, the " t r ansna t iona l " o r " p o s t m o d e r n " post-
c o l o n i a l . I also want to m a k e it very c l ea r that it does n o t b r i n g 
about , i n m y view, the " s i l e n c i n g " o f l o c a l voices . N o r does it 
dismiss n a t i o n a l struggles as " o u t m o d e d " o r i r re levant . It does 
ca l l u p o n a l l part ies i n v o l v e d , however , to r e t h i n k c r i t i ca l ly b o t h 
the i r p a r t i c u l a r pos i t ions a n d the h i s t o r i ca l a n d g e o p o l i t i c a l 
b a c k d r o p against w h i c h they are b o u n d to cu t t he i r figures. N o w , 
c o n s i d e r i n g the late capi ta l is t , p o s t - C o l d W a r fabr ic o f this back-
c l o t h , there are several ques t ions the p o s t c o l o n i a l c r i t i c mus t 
keep a s k i n g i f his o r h e r subject is to e x t e n d its vi ta l i ty i n t o the 
nex t m i l l e n n i u m . I w i l l a lso try to show b r i e f l y h o w the mater ia ls 
i n c l u d e d i n the c o l l e c t i o n s u n d e r scru t iny he re r e s p o n d to these 
in te r roga t ions . 

II 

T h e c h a n g i n g l i n g u i s t i c a n d p o l i t i c a l m a p o f the p o s t c o l o n i a l 
p r o m p t s a first query, that is, to address the p r i v i l e g e d , i n d e e d 
" h e g e m o n i c , " p o s i t i o n o f E n g l i s h a n d E n g l i s h studies i n the area. 
W h e r e a s T h i e m e a n d V i c t o r J . Ramra j ( i n A Concert of Voices: An 

Anthology of World Writing in English) i n d i c a t e i n the i r titles that 
they are c o v e r i n g "pos t - co lon ia l l i t e ra tu re" a n d " w o r l d w r i t i n g " i n 
E n g l i s h , The Post-Colonial Studies Reader is less e x p l i c i t . Desp i t e the 
few words o f c a u t i o n i n the o p e n i n g no te , s o m e o n e less f a m i l i a r 
w i t h the a s sumpt ions at p lay i n p o s t c o l o n i a l s c h o l a r s h i p may 
leave w i t h the i m p r e s s i o n that E n g l i s h is the o n l y l anguage of 
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p o s t c o l o n i a l exp re s s ion . T o a v o i d a p p e a r i n g p r o v i n c i a l i n a zone 
o f a c a d e m i c e x p l o r a t i o n that cuts across l o c a l b o u n d a r i e s , any 
s i m i l a r pro jec t o f the future mus t i n c o r p o r a t e to a far greater 
ex tent p o s t c o l o n i a l l i te ra tures i n F r e n c h , S p a n i s h , Por tuguese , 
a n d D u t c h , i n c l u d i n g the i r c r i t i c i s m a n d theory. 

T a k i n g a step further, I a m w o n d e r i n g also w h e t h e r the " A n g l o -
c e n t r i s m " o f p o s t c o l o n i a l analysis is n o t par t a n d p a r c e l o f a 
W e s t e r n - d o m i n a t e d d e f i n i t i o n a n d h i s to r i ca l p e r c e p t i o n o f the 
e m p i r e . A f t e r a l l , the last e m p i r e to fa l l apar t was the f o r m e r 
Sovie t U n i o n . F o l l o w i n g i n the footsteps o f Czar i s t Russia , the 
Sovie t U n i o n u n d e r t o o k a massive a n d m u l t i p l e c o l o n i z a t i o n o f 
A s i a a n d Eas te rn E u r o p e before a n d d u r i n g the C o l d War . It 
i m p o s e d Russ ian c u l t u r e a n d l anguage o n l o c a l t r ad i t ions a n d 
i d i o m s a n d c o l o n i z e d p o l i t i c a l l y n o t o n l y its n e i g h b o r s b u t also 
r e m o t e coun t r i e s l i k e A n g o l a t h r o u g h an aggressive e x p o r t o f 
M a r x i s t ideology , espec ia l ly i n the 1960s a n d 1970s. W h i l e the 
B r i t i s h never c l a i m e d that A c h e b e ' s Igbo , T h i o n g ' o ' s G i k u y u , o r 
Su re sh J o s h i ' s Gu ja ra t i were E n g l i s h i d i o m s , Sovie t l inguis ts c o n ­
t e n d e d that R o m a n i a n , a R o m a n c e l anguage , b e l o n g e d wi th the 
Slavic g r o u p a n d m a d e sure that this v iew was par t o f the o f f i c ia l , 
an t i -na t iona l p o l i c y u n d e r the S ta l in is t r e g i m e the Soviets h a d 
b r o u g h t to p o w e r i n 1947. F o r two decades , this r e g i m e d i d its 
best to f o l l o w t h r o u g h the p lans o f Sovie t i m p e r i a l i s m . T h e s e 
p lans e n t a i l e d the w h o l e r epe r to i r e o f "class ical" c o l o n i a l i s m : 
mi l i t a ry o c c u p a t i o n , e c o n o m i c e x p l o i t a t i o n , mass d e p o r t a t i o n , 
a n d strategic r e l o c a t i o n o f Russ i an - speak ing p o p u l a t i o n s , f o r c e d 
labor , p o l i t i c a l r ep re s s ion , r e l i g ious p e r s e c u t i o n , m a n d a t o r y 
t r a i n i n g i n the invader ' s languages a n d the cu l t o f its values. T h e y 
were u l t i m a t e l y t a n t a m o u n t to a steady at tack o n the l o c a l " c u l ­
tu ra l d i f f e rence" c a r r i e d o n i n the n a m e o f an " i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m " 
that has usua l ly b l a n k e t e d over a c o l o n i a l i s t agenda , as students 
o f p o s t c o l o n i a l i s m k n o w o n l y too w e l l . A s i m i l a r a g e n d a was 
i m p l e m e n t e d i n the Slavic coun t r i e s o f the f o r m e r Eas te rn b l o c k . 
In the same essay w h e r e he ques t ions the l eg i t imacy o f the n o t i o n 
o f " C o m m o n w e a l t h l i tera tures ," R u s h d i e evokes the t e l l i n g c o m ­
p a r i s o n J o s h i sets u p be tween Guja ra t i a n d the " C z e c h l anguage 
u n d e r the yoke o f Russ i an , as d e s c r i b e d by M i l a n K u n d e r a " 
(Ramraj 373). A n d the p a r a l l e l c o u l d be e x t e n d e d to B u l g a r i a n , 
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P o l i s h , U k r a i n i a n , as we l l as C e n t r a l A s i a n a n d F a r Eas te rn lan­
guages a n d cu l tu res e n g u l f e d by the Sovie t E m p i r e . A s a p r o o f 
that such a p a r a l l e l is no t far fe tched, the "East E u r o p e a n Post-
c o l o n i a l i t i e s " sec t ion i n a recent issue o f Canadian Review of 

Comparative Literature2 has cogen t ly c a l l e d for a compara t i ve 
study o f p o s t c o l o n i a l i s m . 

T h i s s tudy invites first a n d fo remos t a r ad i ca l reassessment o f 
the p o s t c o l o n i a l i n the new, p o s t c o m m u n i s t a n d pos t -Marxis t 
con tex t . A s S l e m o n r e m i n d s us i n " T h e S c r a m b l e fo r Post­
c o l o n i a l i s m , " the p o s t c o l o n i a l c r i t i q u e has e n d e a v o r e d to ta i lo r 
the t r a d i t i o n a l M a r x i s t a r g u m e n t o f class s t ruggle to a n a t i o n a l 
a g e n d a i n w h i c h " n a t i o n " usua l ly fills i n fo r "class." A l l the same, 
o n e c o u l d a rgue that the subs t i tu t ion has never b e e n c o m p l e t e d 
a n d that n a t i o n a n d class have j o c k e y e d for the first p l ace i n 
the p o s t c o l o n i a l vocabu la ry u n t i l recent ly. A i j az A h m a d has gone 
as far as to reverse these concep t s ' pos i t ions by c l a i m i n g i n 
"Jameson's R h e t o r i c o f O the rnes s a n d the ' N a t i o n a l A l l e g o r y " 
that "what gives the w o r l d its un i ty [is] the f e roc ious struggle 
be tween cap i ta l a n d l a b o r w h i c h is n o w str ic t ly a n d f u n d a m e n ­
tally g l o b a l i n charac te r" (Ashc ro f t et a l . 80). H i s a r t ic le has 
b e e n se lec ted by the edi tors , I p r e s u m e , fo r its c r i t i q u e o f the 
J a m e s o n i a n p i e c e — m e n t i o n e d a b o v e — o n " t h i r d w o r l d l i te ra­
ture ." A h m a d takes his fe l low M a r x i s t to task for p a r t i n g c o m p a n y 
w i t h the thesis o f the ep i c c lash o f an tagonis t ic p r o d u c t i o n 
m o d e s , capi ta l i s t a n d social is t . H e glances c o n f i d e n t l y ( i n 1987!) 

at S e c o n d W o r l d (social is t) coun t r i e s i n hopes that T h i r d W o r l d 
na t ions m i g h t j u s t j o i n the socia l is t b l o c k ins tead o f d re s s ing u p 
for the p o s t m o d e r n b l o c k par ty the Fi rs t W o r l d has t h r o w n for 
qu i te a w h i l e . W e n o w k n o w that Jameson 's v iew o f p o s t m o d e r n 
po l i t i c s as w e l l as A h m a d ' s socia l is t a r g u m e n t are e x t r e m e l y 
p r o b l e m a t i c . In l i g h t o f the recen t c u l t u r a l a n d p o l i t i c a l deve lop­
ments that u n d e r c u t b o t h , I w o u l d be in te res ted i n a m o r e 
effective, pos t -u top ian m o d e l . U n l i k e the u n i v e r s a l i z i n g , i n d e e d 
c o l o n i z i n g , g r a n d narra t ive o f M a r x i s m , such a m o d e l s h o u l d 
a l l ow the l o c a l to " r i de" the late twent ie th-century t r ansna t iona l 
f low o f values a n d iden t i t i es to in te rvene i n the p o s t m o d e r n 
conve r sa t ion by o p e n i n g u p the poss ib i l i ty o f the g l o b a l w i t h o u t 
y i e l d i n g to its t r ad i t i ona l l y t o t a l i z ing , i m p e r i a l pressure . W h a t I 
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a m e n v i s i o n i n g , i n o t h e r words , is a "discrete" g l o b a l i s m , f raught 
w i t h "di f ference ," d i scon t inu i ty , a n d t r ans i t ing subject ivi t ies , u n ­
derwr i t t en by a r h y z o m i c l o g i c j a r r i n g l y at odds wi th the " m o l e c u ­
lar" e m p i r e a n d its c en t r i pe t a l f o r c e — a g l o b a l i s m where f o r m e r 
centres burs t w i th hyb r id i t y a n d (also fo rmer ly ) m a r g i n a l sub­
stance. T o s u m m a r i z e , I a m e n v i s i o n i n g an u p d a t e d p o s t c o l o n i a l 
p a r a d i g m , able to b u i l d o n the "class ical" p o s t c o l o n i a l c r i t i que as 
w e l l as to evolve a n d address head -on the d y n a m i c o f t ransna­
t i o n a l exchanges . 

R e v i s i t i n g the p o s t c o l o n i a l i n a con t ex t w h e r e g l o b a l i s m de­
c l ines to be i m p e r i a l i s m ' s new hat entai ls also, i n m y o p i n i o n , a 
m e t h o d i c r e v a m p i n g o f a w h o l e series o f b ina r i e s a n d u n d e r l y i n g 
as sumpt ions that have r o u t i n e l y s h a p e d s c h o l a r s h i p i n the field. 
L e t us take, to b e g i n w i t h , race a n d e m p i r e , a n d , because it goes 
h a n d i n h a n d w i t h this c o u p l e , i m p e r i a l i s m a n d modern i ty . The 

Post-Colonial Studies Reader's ed i to rs d o refer to " E u r o p e a n i m ­
p e r i a l i s m " i n the i r G e n e r a l I n t r o d u c t i o n ( t ) , w h i c h seems to 
i m p l y that there have b e e n n o n - E u r o p e a n forms o f i m p e r i a l i s m , 
too. B u t o n e c o u l d find n o e x a m p l e s i n the i r a n t h o l o g y b a c k i n g 
u p this s u g g e s t i o n — a n d this comes as n o surpr ise s ince post-
c o l o n i a l s tudies have a lmos t w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n deal t w i th E u r o ­
p e a n e m p i r e s a n d o p p r e s s i o n forms. M o r e o v e r , they have l i m i t e d 
the i r inves t iga t ion to modern i ty , that is, to that h i s to r i ca l 
m o m e n t w h e n s u p e r i o r t e c h n o l o g y has a l l o w e d the West to 
u n d e r t a k e a fast c o l o n i z a t i o n o f o t h e r con t inen t s . However , this 
m e c h a n i c a l l og i c , w h i l e c o n v e n i e n t l y s i m p l i f y i n g matters , is any­
t h i n g bu t flawless. Firs t , there has b e e n wha t I w o u l d ca l l a 
l o n g s t a n d i n g " i n t r a c o l o n i z a t i o n " o f E u r o p e i tself that s h o u l d be 
r e c k o n e d wi th . I n effect, this is h o w E u r o p e a n c iv i l i z a t i ons have 
b e e n b o r n : by a ceaseless r e d r a w i n g o f i m p e r i a l b o u n d a r i e s a n d 
centres within the " O l d W o r l d . " S e c o n d , the n o n - E u r o p e a n co lo ­
n i z a t i o n o f E u r o p e , its ever acce le ra t ed " O r i e n t a l i z a t i o n " by 
M o n g o l i a n s , T u r k s , a n d A r a b s c a n n o t be d i s c o u n t e d , as S a i d 
h i m s e l f r ecognizes i n Orientalism (Ashcrof t et a l . 87). In an 
i m p o r t a n t way, the B o s n i a n con f l i c t , fo r e x a m p l e , is a f a l lou t o f 
the O t t o m a n c o l o n i z a t i o n o f S o u t h Eas te rn E u r o p e , a p r o b l e m 
whose c o m p l e x s ign i f i cance c o u l d c o m e i n t o the o p e n only i n the 
p o s t c o m m u n i s t (post-Yugoslavian) era . B u t this " O r i e n t a l i z i n g " 
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c o m p o n e n t is the b i g absence a n d source o f p a r a d o x i n Oriental­

ism i n spite o f the f o r m a l a d m i s s i o n n o t e d above. A t t e m p t i n g to 
d i sp lace the West 's one - s ided a n d m a n i p u l a t o r y r ep re sen ta t i on 
o f the " O r i e n t a l , " S a i d falls b a c k o n this very p o s i t i o n by ignor ­
i n g the non-Wes te rn E u r o p e ' s e x p e r i e n c e o f the " O r i e n t , " the 
R u s s i a n / S o v i e t cons t ruc t ions o f the " O r i e n t a l " other , a n d so 
o n . Fu r the r , m o d e r n i t y represents a m o m e n t o f g r o w i n g d e m o ­
g r a p h i c c i r c u l a t i o n a n d i m p e r i a l d i s loca t ions i n m u l t i p l e d i rec­
t ions; w h i l e E u r o p e was busy O c c i d e n t a l i z i n g "new wor lds , " the 
" O r i e n t " was i n the process o f " O r i e n t a l i z i n g " E u r o p e . O n differ­
ent scales a n d w i t h v a r y i n g p o l i t i c a l bear ings , the two processes 
s h o u l d none the less be a c c o u n t e d fo r i n t he i r p a r a l l e l u n f o l d i n g . 
It is i m p o r t a n t to no te that I a m by n o means r e c o m m e n d i n g a 
p o l i t i c a l l y a n d c u l t u r a l l y b l i n d l e v e l l i n g ou t o f the " i m p e r i a l 
d i f fe rence" b r o u g h t o n by "the ex is tence o f d i f fe ren t k i n d s o f 
e m p i r e a n d o f d i f fe ren t e x p e r i e n c e s o f e m p i r e " ( H u t c h e o n 7). I 
a m sugges t ing that p o s t c o l o n i a l analysis c o n s i d e r the c o m p a r a ­
tive a p p r o a c h as a means o f s tav ing o f f b o t h a c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e 
h o m o g e n i z i n g o f E u r o p e (o f the West gene ra l ly ) a n d a n ah is tor i -
ca l perspec t ive . A s a ma t t e r o f fact, W . J . T. M i t c h e l l ' s "post-
i m p e r i a l c r i t i c i s m " (475-79) does m a k e a s t r o n g case fo r a such 
an a p p r o a c h . Its r o l e w o u l d be b o t h to " c o m p a r e " e m p i r e s a n d to 
d i s t i n g u i s h be tween B r i t i s h a n d Sovie t i m p e r i a l i s m s as w e l l as to 
e x p l a i n the a p p e a l o f p o s t c o l o n i a l wri ters f r o m the " E v i l E m p i r e " 
a n d o t h e r places to A m e r i c a n readers (476). 

T o s u m u p , a h o m o g e n o u s E u r o p e o r A m e r i c a is h a r d l y c o n ­
ce ivable i n the t r ansna t iona l age. T h e (re) c o l o n i z a t i o n o f f o r m e r 
c o l o n i e s and m e t r o p o l i t a n coun t r i e s themselves has i n t ens i f i ed 
o n b o t h sides o f the A t l a n t i c after W o r l d W a r II. I n the U S , 
A u s t r a l i a , N e w Z e a l a n d , a n d e lsewhere r e e m e r g i n g nat ive voices 
have b e e n j o i n e d by those o f new i m m i g r a n t s a n d a d d to these 
very c o u n t r i e s ' t r a d i t i o n a l l y a n t i - m e t r o p o l i t a n resistance within 

the s e t t l e r / i n v a d e r d i scourse to c o m p o u n d the p r o b l e m even 
further . A g a i n , o n e c a n n o t insist e n o u g h o n a d i f fe rent treat­
m e n t o f a l l these c o m p o n e n t s . It is s u c h a "s i tuated" t rea tment 
that ensures, I t h i n k , the c u l t u r a l a n d p o l i t i c a l p o t e n t i a l o f trans­
n a t i o n a l , n o n - t o t a l i z i n g hyb r id i t y a n d forestalls the " h o m o g e n ­
i z i n g " o f the "marg ins" themselves . S u c h a flattening o u t o f 
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the d i s t i nc t ions be tween the la t ter may ac tua l ly h a p p e n w h e n 
" e m p l o y i n g ] the t e r m pos t - co lon i a l to refer to any k i n d o f 
ma rg ina l i t y at a l l , " w h i c h w o u l d c o m e d o w n to " d e n y i n g [the 
term's] basis i n the h i s t o r i ca l process o f c o l o n i a l i s m " (Ashcrof t et 
al . 2). A d m i t t e d l y , c lose obse rva t ion o f this process c a n h e l p us 
see w h y A m o s T u t u l o a , J . M . Coe tzee , V . S. N a i p a u l , a n d L o u i s e 
E r d r i c h take o n d i s t inc t m o m e n t s , forms, a n d pressures o f the 
" i m p e r i a l en te rpr i se" a n d p o s i t i o n themselves d i f fe ren t ly w i t h 
r ega rd to it. C l o s e r e a d i n g o f t he i r works is never theless b o u n d to 
d r aw o u t the l a rger e x c h a n g e process they n o t o n l y "reflect" bu t 
also create. 

I l l 

In k e e p i n g w i t h the in te r roga t ive tone o f m y essay so far, what 
interests m e mos t i n the three an tho log i e s is h o w this c r e a t i o n 
occurs , a n d w h e n a n d why. L i k e w i s e , which are its p r i v i l e g e d sites, 
a n d wha t are the m e c h a n i s m s that r e n d e r this c u l t u r a l p r o d u c ­
t i o n d i f fe rent f r o m " m a i n s t r e a m " p o s t m o d e r n i s m , w h i c h has 
i nc reas ing ly focused o n p o s t c o l o n i a l issues a n d presses us to 
r e t h i n k the en t i r e r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween p o s t m o d e r n i t y a n d post­
co lon ia l i ty . I have i n m i n d au thors such as M i c h e l T o u r n i e r , 
D o n D e L i l l o , T h o m a s P y n c h o n , W a l t e r A b i s h , K a t h y A c k e r , P a u l 
Metca l f , a n d J o a n D i d i o n , whose novels d e b u n k S i m o n D u r i n g ' s 
thesis, a c c o r d i n g to w h i c h "the c o n c e p t p o s t m o d e r n i t y has b e e n 
cons t ruc t ed i n terms w h i c h m o r e o r less i n t e n t i o n a l l y w ipe o u t 
the poss ib i l i ty o f pos t - co lon i a l ident i ty" (Ashc ro f t et a l . 
125). F ina l l y , I w o u l d also ask these ques t ions : h o w d o A f r i c a n -
A m e r i c a n au thors l i k e C h a r l e s J o h n s o n , T o n i M o r r i s o n , S a m u e l 
R. D e l a n y — o r A s i a n - A m e r i c a n recen t wri ters l i k e D a v i d H w a n g 
a n d M a x i n e H o n g K i n g s t o n fo r that m a t t e r — r e l a t e to post­
co lon ia l i t y? W h e r e exac t ly does I shmae l Reed ' s " H o o d o o aes­
thet ic" cease b e i n g a p o s t c o l o n i a l / c r e o l i z a t i o n p h e n o m e n o n to 
b e c o m e a badge o f A m e r i c a n m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m ? A n d , gene ra l ly 
speak ing , w h e r e s h o u l d we d raw the b o u n d a r i e s be tween post­
c o l o n i a l i s m , p o s t m o d e r n i s m , a n d m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m i n m o r e a n d 
m o r e a m b i g u o u s areas l i k e the U S , let a l o n e C a n a d a ? R o b e r t 
K r o e t s c h ' s w o r k , for ins tance , is se lec ted b o t h by the The Post-

Colonial Studies Readers ed i tors a n d T h i e m e as a s ample o f C a n a -
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d i a n p o s t c o l o n i a l i s m . E l s e w h e r e , however, K r o e t s c h does the 
"a rkeo logy" o f "his C a n a d i a n p o s t m o d e r n i s m , " w h i c h has a fun­
d a m e n t a l m u l t i c u l t u r a l c o m p o n e n t to it ( K r o e t s c h ) . I w o u l d 
therefore a d d this to m y l is t o f ques t ions : h o w d o the ed i to rs a n d 
the i r c o n t r i b u t o r s r e s p o n d to the t r ans i t ion to "late p o s t c o l o n i a l ­
i s m " ( i f I may i n d u l g e a bi t i n such a p leonas t i c p u n ) ? 

T h e The Post-Colonial Studies Reader, I mus t say, does n o t d o 
a total ly satisfactory j o b i n this respect . T h i s is to some ex­
tent inev i tab le s ince mos t o f its mater ia l s bea r witness to a pre­
v ious stage o f a n t i c o l o n i a l i s t s t ruggle. I f the major i ty o f the 
excerpts f r o m Par t I, "Issues a n d Debates ," a n d Par t II, " U n i ­
versali ty a n d D i f f e r ence , " r e m a i n l o c k e d in to the o l d stalemate 
o f " S e l f a n d "Other , " the subsequen t sect ions l o o k far m o r e 
p r o m i s i n g . T h e r e has b e e n la te ly a new tone i n p o s t c o l o n i a l 
analyses set by Sara S u l e r i , K w a m e A n t h o n y A p p i a h , L i n d a 
H u t c h e o n , H e l e n T i f f i n , a n d , to a ce r t a in degree , Sp ivak a n d 
B h a b h a , a n d this tone makes i tself d i s t inc t ly h e a r d espec ia l ly i n 
the lat ter parts, " R e p r e s e n t a t i o n a n d Resis tance ," "Pos tmoder ­
n i s m a n d P o s t - c o l o n i a l i s m , " " H y b r i d i t y , " " E t h n i c i t y a n d I n d i -
geneity," " F e m i n i s m a n d P o s t - c o l o n i a l i s m , " a n d " P r o d u c t i o n a n d 
C o n s u m p t i o n . " It w o u l d be fair to e m p h a s i z e that this "newly 
a d o p t e d tone i n p o s t c o l o n i a l studies," to pa raphrase D e r r i d a , 
has g r o w n ou t o f the posts tntc tura l is t wear iness o f " u n d i s l o c a t e d 
b i n a r i e s — c e n t r e / m a r g i n , se l f /o the r , c o l o n i s e r / c o l o n i s e d — 
[of] e a r l i e r t heo r i za t ions o f resistance," as the The Post-Colonial 

Studies Readers ed i tors m a i n t a i n . A l o n g these l i n e s — a n d to 
switch back to m y o w n in te r roga t ive t o n e — I w o u l d ask myse l f 
w h e t h e r we c a n re f igure resis tance ou t s ide the o p p o s i t i o n a l 
m o d e l m e c h a n i c a l l y set u p by those b ina r ies : Su l e r i ' s n o t i o n o f 
" c u l t u r a l exchange" ; J ama ica K i n c a i d ' s t e c h n i q u e o f r ewr i t i ng ; 
T i f f i n ' s emphas i s o n "the r e r e a d i n g a n d r e w r i t i n g o f the E u r o ­
p e a n h i s to r i ca l a n d fictional r e c o r d " (95); H t t t c h e o n ' s analysis 
o f c o n t e s t i n g parody, i rony, " f o r k e d - t o n g u e d m o d e o f address" 
(133) a n d re la ted t ropes o f d o u b l e n e s s (134); pe r fo rmat ive 
pract ices; A p p i a h ' s "postnat ivis t" a n d " t r ansna t iona l " a r g u m e n t 
(123), w h i c h views b o t h p o s t c o l o n i a l i s m a n d p o s t m o d e r n i s m as 
cha l l enges to "ea r l i e r l e g i t i m a t i n g narrat ives": a l l p o i n t to a 
posi t ive answer. A n d so d o cr i t ics o f "authent ic i ty ," a d i scourse 
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that has t e n d e d to m a k e the c o l o n i z e d i n to a fet ish a n d relegate 
h i m o r h e r to a s u b o r d i n a t e , fixed p o s i t i o n . 

A somewha t s i m i l a r m o v e i n f o r m s also T h i e m e ' s an thology, 
w h i c h a ims at d o i n g justice b o t h to r e g i o n a l a n d t r ans reg iona l 
p h e n o m e n a , to "c lass ical" (na t iona l i s t ) a n d "late," post- a n d 
t r ansna t iona l (ist) wr i t ings a l i k e . D i s c u s s i n g the t r ad i t i ona l l y op­
p o s i t i o n a l usages o f the c o n c e p t , T h i e m e cogen t ly argues that "it 
is pe rhaps m o r e satisfactory to v iew the t e r m ' p o s t - c o l o n i a l ' as 
d e s c r i b i n g a c o n t i n u u m o f e x p e r i e n c e , i n w h i c h c o l o n i a l i s m is 
p e r c e i v e d as an agency o f d i s tu rbance , u n s e t t l i n g b o t h the pre­
e x i s t i n g ' A b o r i g i n a l ' o r ' N a t i v e ' d i scourses o f the cu l tu res it 
penetra tes and the E n g l i s h (o r E u r o p e a n ) d iscourses it b r ings 
wi th it" (2). T h e cr i t i c t i m e l y draws o u r a t t en t ion to the c o m ­
plex i t i es o f p o s t c o l o n i a l e x p e r i e n c e , that is, to the m u t u a l u n ­
sea t ing a n d i n t e r m i n g l i n g o f t r ad i t ions i n pos t co lon ia l i t y ' s new 
arenas. " C o n c e i v [ i n g t rad i t ions] i n essentialist terms" that re­
volve a r o u n d the n a t i o n a l (ist) p a r a d i g m is, as he insists, no 
l o n g e r p r o d u c t i v e . M o r e i m p o r t a n t , i f we rep lace this p a r a d i g m 
by "a p o s t c o l o n i a l m o d e l i n w h i c h ' p u r i t y ' is seen to be a fiction 
a n d hybr id i ty a n d c u l t u r a l p l u r a l i s m all-pervasive, t h e n areas 
o n c e c o n c e i v e d o f as m a r g i n a l ( E u r o p e ' s ' o thers ' ) pa radox ica l ly , 
bu t n o t surpr i s ing ly , b e c o m e c e n t r a l " (3). F o l l o w i n g a caveat 
against the excesses o f "co lon iza t ion- in - reverse" m o d e l , T h i e m e 
makes it c l ea r that his s e l ec t ion tries to r e a c h a c o m p r o m i s e 
be tween the two pos i t ions , w h i c h , as I have a r g u e d , also re­
flect d i s t inc t m o m e n t s a n d m e t h o d o l o g i e s . O n the o n e h a n d , 
The Arnold Anthology " fo r eg rounds the m i g r a n t , h y b r i d i z e d , c o n ­
stantly sh i f t ing aspects o f c u l t u r e " (3). O n the other , even 
t h o u g h it rejects "a r educ t ive M a r x i s t m a t e r i a l i s m " (3), it b r ings 
to the fore the "discurs ive specif ics o f p a r t i c u l a r texts t h r o u g h 
the use o f anno ta t i ons a n d by l o c a t i n g mos t o f the se lec t ions i n 
n a t i o n a l o r r e g i o n a l sect ions" (3). 

B u t howeve r m u c h the c r i t i c makes v a l i d suggest ions as to 
poss ib le s imi la r i t i es be tween ce r t a in texts a n d o thers , the p ic ­
ture he draws r e m a i n s f r agmen ted a n d the g l o b a l conve r sa t i on 
o f themes a n d structures these " c o n n e c t i o n s " a i m at u n c o v e r i n g 
c o m e s of f s o m e h o w m u f f l e d . T h e t r a d i t i o n a l m o d e o f classifying 
p o s t c o l o n i a l c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n s t i l l has the u p p e r h a n d i n 
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T h i e m e ' s project , w h i c h furnishes o therwise exce l l en t surveys 
o f A f r i c a ( p a r c e l l e d o u t i n t o West A f r i c a n , East A f r i c a n , a n d 
S o u t h e r n A f r i c a n r e g i o n s ) , A u s t r a l i a , C a n a d a , the C a r i b b e a n , 
N e w Z e a l a n d a n d S o u t h Pac i f i c , S o u t h A s i a ( m a r k e d o f f in to 
Ind i a , S r i L a n k a , B a n g l a d e s h , a n d Pak i s t an ) , a n d South-East 
A s i a (Malays ia , S i n g a p o r e , T h e P h i l i p p i n e s , T h a i l a n d ) . T o m e , 
T h i e m e ' s mos t i n t e r e s t i ng a n d innova t ive sec t ion is Par t V I I I , 
" T r a n s - C u l t u r a l W r i t i n g . " It opens u p , as the ed i to r apt ly notes, 
"poss ib i l i t ies for c o m p a r a t i v e read ings o f texts abou t m i g r a ­
t i o n a n d c u l t u r a l i n t e r a c t i o n m o r e g e n e r a l l y a n d this i n t u rn 
reflects back o n the i m p o r t a n c e o f these c o n c e r n s i n the o the r 
seven sect ions" (8). T h i s par t gathers au thors such as L o u i s e 
Benne t t , S a m S e l v o n , R u t h P r a w e r j h a b v a l a , V . S. N a i p a u l , A n n e 
R a n a s i n g h e , J o y K o g a w a , D a p h n e Mar l a t t , B h a r a t i M u k h e r j e e , 
Y a s m i n e G o o n e r a t n e , M i c h a e l Ondaa t j e , S a l m a n R u s h d i e , F r e d 
D ' A g u i a r , R o h i n t o n Mis t ry , a n d others . T h e s e wri ters e m p l o y the 
f u n d a m e n t a l "counter -d iscurs ive" t e c h n i q u e o f " w r i t i n g back," 
or, sha l l I say, rewri t ing back . T h e y r e s p o n d to specif ic texts, styles, 
a n d mot i f s o f m e t r o p o l i t a n l i te ra tures t h r o u g h parody, past iche, 
i rony , m i m i c r y , the bu r l e sque , a n d s i m i l a r t e chn iques . A s far as I 
c a n see, these are i n c r e a s i n g l y d e f i n i n g " h y b r i d , " t r ansna t iona l 
c u l t u r a l pract ices . A n d , as T h i e m e ind ica tes i n a foo tno te to 
Somtow ' s "Jasmine N i g h t s " (842), wri ters f r o m the " r e g i o n a l " 
sect ions such as S h i r l e y G e o k - l i n L i m , L e e T z u P h e n g , Coe tzee , 
G e o r g e L a m m i n g , D e r e k Walco t t , o r M i c h a e l G i l k e s are act ively 
i n v o l v e d i n this r e w r i t i n g o p e r a t i o n . N o t necessar i ly an en t i r e ly 
new f o r m o f c u l t u r a l response to ( n e o ) c o l o n i a l pressures, rewrit­
i n g is b o t h a staple a n d m e c h a n i s m o f the t r ansna t iona l . Fur the r ­
m o r e , it may s igna l the t rans i t ion f r o m the o p p o s i t i o n a l fo rms o f 
ear ly p o s t c o l o n i a l i s m to what I w o u l d ca l l , after M i c h e l Serres, a 
"parasi t ic" strategy o f i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the very "o rgan ic i ty" o f the 
d o m i n a n t c u l t u r a l b o d y — t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n text. F e e d i n g o f f the 
latter, the p o s t c o l o n i a l parasi te in te rpo la tes as "static" (4) the 
c o l o n i a l message, w r i t i n g o f f the lat ter 's oppress ive m e a n i n g s o r 
at least p r e v e n t i n g t h e m f r o m a c q u i r i n g h e g e m o n i c status at the 
expense o f o thers . T h e parasite des tabi l izes a n d recasts c o l o n i a l 
d i scourse i n its m u l t i f a r i o u s forms, a n d i n so d o i n g turns h o m o ­
genei ty i n t o he terogenei ty . T h i s m u t a t i o n , w h i c h the log ic o f 



R E F I G U R I N G T H E P O S T C O L O N I A L 183 

parasi t ic e c o n o m y rende r s poss ib le , p resupposes relentless c o n ­
tact a n d exchange , a n active p resence o f the parasite i n the l i fe o f 
its "host." F ina l ly , a c u l t u r a l co-presence that I a m also t ry ing to 
suggest by c u t t i n g o f f the h y p h e n i n the t r a d i t i o n a l s p e l l i n g o f 
the p o s t [ - ] c o l o n i a l . 

B u t the s p e l l i n g is o f cour se o n l y o n e a s p e c t — a n d p r o b a b l y 
the mos t s u p e r f i c i a l — o f the controversy. T h e term's m e a n i n g s 
a n d func t ions have as w e l l c o m e u n d e r fire. I find it, however, 
h i g h l y s ign i f ican t that Ramra j ' s Concert of Voices p r o p o u n d s the 
mos t r a d i c a l s o l u t i o n w h i l e also e l i m i n a t i n g the t r o u b l e s o m e 
h y p h e n . H i s a r g u m e n t against the use o f b o t h " C o m m o n w e a l t h " 
a n d " P o s t c o l o n i a l " is w o r t h t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t i n this r ega rd . 
W h i l e , as he notes, the f o r m e r is an " o u t m o d e d t e rm for works 
f o r g e d i n a n d by a n age o f d e c o l o n i z a t i o n a n d d i s s o l u t i o n o f 
i m p e r i a l t i e s . . . , the c u r r e n t l y f a sh ionab le t e r m ' P o s t c o l o n i a l 
L i t e r a t u r e ' . . . is n o t c o n f i n e d to wr i t ings i n E n g l i s h ; a n d it is 
c o n s i d e r e d by some as yet a n o t h e r p o l i t i c a l c o n c e p t that n o w 
imposes c o l o n i a l i t y o n a l l c u r r e n t issues, forces h o m o g e n e i t y o n 
coun t r i e s a n d r eg ions w i t h d i f fe ren t h is tor ies o f c o l o n i z a t i o n s , 
a n d ignores that c o l o n i a l i s m i n var ious guises is s t i l l a r o u n d " 
( x x i x ) . 

W o u l d it be a p p r o p r i a t e t h e n to discuss Concert of Voices a long ­
side works that endo r se the concep t? I t h i n k it w o u l d s ince it is 
n o t as m u c h the p h e n o m e n o n ' s ex is tence as such that Ramra j 
disputes , b u t r a the r h o w it has b e e n cons t ruc ted . I n this l i gh t , 
his a n t h o l o g y is, as it ac tua l ly p u r p o r t s to be ( x v i i , x x i x ) , an 
a l ternat ive to d o m i n a n t surveys a n d ways o f r e p r e s e n t i n g the 
p o s t c o l o n i a l . It emphas izes the c ross-cu l tura l a n d m u l t i c u l t u r a l 
i m a g i n a t i o n at p lay i n the a n t h o l o g i z e d works , s p o t l i g h t i n g as it 
does the new fate o f o l d b ina r i e s l i k e c o l o n i a l - i m p e r i a l a n d 
marg ina l - cen t r a l ( xx ix ) a n d g e n e r a l l y r e fus ing to " s impl i fy a n d 
falsify" the expe r i ences o f pos tco lon ia l i ty . Concert of Voices seems 
to m e the mos t accura te p i c t u r e to date o f p o s t c o l o n i a l "parasi­
t ic" exchanges a n d h y b r i d subject ivi t ies s ince the " t r anscu l tu ra l " 
perspec t ive , s t i l l m a r g i n a l i n T h i e m e , he re b e c o m e s the o rgan iz ­
i n g p r i n c i p l e . 

T h e se lec ted au thors are l i s t ed a l p h a b e t i c a l l y f r o m the N i g e ­
rian A c h e b e (1-13) to the S i n g a p o r e a n Y a p (474-75). T h e i r 
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na t i ona l ident i ty is spec i f i ed i n the table o f c o n t e n t s — w h i c h re­
arranges the c o n t r i b u t i o n s by genre a n d r e g i o n — a n d i n conc i se 
b i o g r a p h i c a l notes at the e n d . In most cases, t h o u g h , d e t e r m i n ­
i n g this ident i ty has n o t b e e n an easy t a s k — a n o t h e r t ransna­
t i ona l s y m p t o m . W i l s o n H a r r i s , for e x a m p l e , represents b o t h 
G u y a n a a n d U K , Jamaica K i n c a i d appears as an A n t i g u a n as w e l l 
as a U S writer, w h i l e S r i L a n k a a n d C a n a d a share i n M i c h a e l 
Ondaa t je ' s a l legiances . T r a n s l a t e d i n the straitjacket l anguage o f 
c i t i z e n s h i p , we are thus wi tness ing the same typical p h e n o m e n o n 
o f "late p o s t c o l o n i a l i s m " : the c h a l l e n g e p o s t m o d e r n , t ransna­
t i ona l ident i ty m o u n t s to na t ional i ty a n d n a t i o n a l o r i g i n , "resi­
dency," a n d l o c a t i o n ; the wri ters ' books spec tacu la r ly r e w r i t i n g 
the i r au thor s ' ID ' s a n d passports, b l u r r i n g b o u n d a r i e s a n d p ro ­
j ec t ing fictional states ("Tanzania-Canada") on to , a n d i n defi­
ance of, the rea l w o r l d ' s p o l i t i c a l layout . I n d e e d , it is " A G a m e o f 
C a r d s " (to use W i t i I h imaera ' s t i t le) , g r e e n o r o therwise , w h i c h 
the plav o f books i r revers ib ly t r iggers off. 

T h e m a p a n d the b o u n d a r y — t r a c e d , b r o k e n , o r r e d r a w n — 
stand out , i n fact, a m o n g the d e f i n i n g t ropes o f p o s t c o l o n i a l 
w r i t i n g . A n o t h e r p o i n t o f con tac t be tween the p o s t c o l o n i a l a n d 
the ("mains t ream") p o s t m o d e r n — as P y n c h o n ' s latest mega-
n o v e l , Mason and Dixon, o n c e aga in p r o v e s — i s that these figures 
h o l d a cen t ra l ro le i n , for e x a m p l e , J a m a i c a K i n c a i d ' s " O n S e e i n g 
E n g l a n d for the Fi rs t T i m e " (Ramraj 209-13). In a b roader , 
c u l t u r a l sense, m a p - d r a w i n g a n d b o u n d a r y - c r o s s i n g are u l t i ­
mate ly forms o f in ter textual i ty . T r u e , "this t r ansna t iona l , cross-
l i n g u a l process of p o l l i n a t i o n " is n o t new, as R u s h d i e says (372). 

B u t it is i nc reas ing ly u n d e r l y i n g the wri ters ' a t tempts at p r o d u c ­
i n g a n d r e p r o d u c i n g the i r ident i t ies i n g l o b a l contexts , a n d 
Ramra j ' s a n t h o l o g y testifies to this a cce l e r a t i ng p h e n o m e n o n . 
V . S. N a i p a u l ' s " B [ l a c k ] W o r d s w o r t h " ( 3 0 0 0 5 ) , R u s h d i e ' s o w n 
analysis o f Midnight's Children a n d o f " e c l e c t i c i s m " as a " l a n d m a r k 
o f the I n d i a n t r a d i t i o n " (371 ) , T o s h i o M o r i ' s "S lan t -Eyed A m e r i ­
cans" (277-82), B h a r a t i M u k h e r j e e ' s " H i n d u s " (292-99), 

S a m u e l Se lvon ' s " T u r n i n g C h r i s t i a n " (378-84) are o n l y a few 
examples . A s a mat te r o f fact, Concert of Voices c a n be r e a d — a n d 
u s e d — a s an e x c e l l e n t t ex tbook i n a course o n p o s t c o l o n i a l 
t r anscu l tu r a l i sm a n d tex tua l exchanges . T h e se l ec t ion is also 
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h i s to r i ca l ly a n d t hema t i ca l l y relevant . It runs the w h o l e g a m u t 
f r o m A c h e b e ' s " G i r l s at War ," w h i c h focuses o n the i n d e p e n ­
dence struggle, to narrat ives o f "nat ive" revival (Wi t i I h i m a e r a 
for N e w Zea l and ' s M a o r i ) , t rans ience ( T h i o n g ' o ' s " G o o d b y e 
A f r i c a " ) , r e l o c a t i o n (Vassanji 's " T h e L o n d o n - r e t u r n e d " ) , m i g r a ­
t i o n a n d " h y p h e n a t i o n " ( M a r e c h e r a ' s " B l a c k S k i n W h a t M a s k " ) . 
In b o t h se lec t ion a n d a r r a n g e m e n t o f its mater ia ls it blazes a 
major t ra i l i n the study o f p o s t c o l o n i a l i t y a n d , w h e t h e r i n c o n ­

j u n c t i o n w i t h the o t h e r two an tho log i e s o r i n d e p e n d e n t l y , p r o m ­
ises to be an inva luab le t o o l o n o u r desks a n d i n o u r c lassrooms. 

NOTES 

1 B i l l A s h c r o f t , G a r e t h G r i f f i t h s , H e l e n T i f f i n , eds. The Post-Colonial Studies Reader. 
L o n d o n : R o u t l e d g e , 1 9 9 5 . P p . x v i i , 5 2 6 . $ 2 4 . 9 5 ; V i t t o r J . R a m r a j , e d . Concert of 
Voices: An Anthology of World Writing in English. P e t e r b o r o u g h O N : B r o a d v i e w , 1 9 9 5 . 
P p . x x v i , 4 8 9 . $ 2 2 . 9 5 ; J o h n T h i e m e , e d . 7¾? Arnold Anthology of Post-Colonial 
Literatures in English. L o n d o n : A r n o l d , 199b. P p . xxiv , 9 3 6 . £40.00, £ 1 6 . 9 9 p b . 

2 See the essays i n the fifth s e c t i o n o f Canadian Review of Comparative Literature 2 2 . 3 - 4 
( 1 9 9 5 ) : 8 0 5 - 9 1 . 
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