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X. O R F E M I N I S T S T U D I E S , the conf l ic t s be tween Wes te rn a n d 
T h i r d W o r l d f e m i n i s m s have b e e n an i m p o r t a n t a rea o f c r i t i ca l 
i nqu i ry . C r i t i c s such as Gaya t r i C h a k r a v o r t y Sp ivak a n d C h a n d r a 
Ta lpade M o h a n t y have e m p h a s i z e d c lose , l o c a l , a n d h i s t o r i c i z e d 
invest igat ions o f T h i r d W o r l d w o m e n ' s expe r i ences i n o r d e r that 
Wes te rn f emin i s t v i s ions are n o t p r i v i l e g e d . A n d yet, there re
m a i n s a c a l l f r o m m a n y cr i t ics fo r a u n i v e r s a l i z e d a p p r o a c h to 
f e m i n i s m that w i l l n o t o n l y h i g h l i g h t the c o n t e x t u a l dif ferences 
bu t w i l l also a l l ow fo r a s h a r e d f emin i s t v i s i o n that c o u l d cross 
n a t i o n a l b o u n d a r i e s , a d e m o c r a t i c f emin i s t cause. M o r e o v e r , 
a n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t a rea o f s tudy i n f emin i s t c r i t i c i s m is the l i n k 
be tween a n t i c o l o n i a l m o v e m e n t s w i t h f emin i s t movemen t s . Of
ten, feminis ts w o r k e d h a n d - i n - h a n d w i t h na t ional i s t s d u r i n g ant i -
c o l o n i a l struggles; after i n d e p e n d e n c e , however , f e m i n i s m was 
of ten re jec ted by the p o s t c o l o n i a l state because i t was seen as a 
Wes te rn e x p o r t — i n a p p r o p r i a t e i n T h i r d W o r l d settings. T h e 
ques t ions ra i sed by these debates are c o m p l e x : W h a t is the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween f e m i n i s m a n d n a t i o n a l i s m ? Is there the 
poss ib i l i ty o f an a l l i a n c e be tween T h i r d W o r l d feminis ts a n d 
Wes te rn feminists? W h a t ro l e c a n f e m i n i s m play i n d i s r u p t i n g the 
p a t r i a r c h a l pract ices o f b o t h the c o l o n i a l a n d p o s t c o l o n i a l state? 

B o t h K u m a r i Jayawardena ' s text, The White Woman's Other 

Burden: Western Women and South Asia During British Rule, a n d 
M . J a c q u i A l e x a n d e r a n d C h a n d r a T a l p a d e M o h a n t y ' s an thology, 
Feminist Genealogies, Colonial Legacies, Democratic Futures, 

focus t h e i r analyses o n these ques t ions . E a c h text, however, 
app roaches these subjects f r o m rad i ca l ly d i f fe ren t perspect ives . 
J a y a w a r d e n a focuses o n Wes te rn w o m e n i n c o l o n i a l S o u t h A s i a 
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a n d the i r r e l a t i onsh ips w i t h na t iona l i s t a n d f emin i s t causes, a n d 
A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y focus o n T h i r d W o r l d femin i s t struggles 
to f o r m a d e m o c r a t i c future i n the face o f c o l o n i a l legacies, 
pa t r i a r cha l p o s t c o l o n i a l gove rnmen t s , a n d m y o p i c Wes te rn femi
nist c r i t i c i s m . Desp i t e t h e i r separate emphases , e ach text reveals 
that T h i r d W o r l d feminis ts have h a d to fight n u m e r o u s systems, 
i n c l u d i n g an i m p e r i a l Wes te rn f e m i n i s m a n d a p a t r i a r c h a l na
t i o n a l i s m . W h i l e fighting these two systems, T h i r d W o r l d femi
nists have a t t e m p t e d to forge c o n n e c t i o n s wi th Wes te rn feminis ts 
a n d to de f ine r e v o l u t i o n a r y ways to c o m b a t the legacy o f c o l o n i a l 
pa t r i a rchy i n na t i ona l i s t causes a n d i n the p o s t c o l o n i a l state. 

F u r t h e r m o r e , i n r e a d i n g these texts, o n e is r e m i n d e d o f the 
c o n t i n u e d i m p o r t a n c e to c u r r e n t f emin i s t d i scourse o f loca-
t i o n a l o r p o s i t i o n i n g po l i t i c s . P r o b l e m a t i z i n g p o s t m o d e r n i s m ' s 
re jec t ion o f essent ia l i sm, Jayawardena , A l e x a n d e r , a n d M o h a n t y 
r e c o n s i d e r the c o n c e p t o f l o c a t i o n , s h o w i n g t h r o u g h the i r spe
ci f ic c r i t iques that the p lace o n e c o m e s f r o m a n d the p o s i t i o n 
f r o m w h i c h o n e a t tempts to speak r e m a i n i m p o r t a n t areas o f 
c r i t i ca l i nves t iga t ion . 

I Western Feminist Causes: 
Engaging with C o l o n i a l i s m and Nat ional ism 

Jayawardena ' s text is a s o l i d a d d i t i o n to the research o n Wes te rn 
w o m e n i n S o u t h A s i a . C u r r e n t f emin i s t c r i t i c i s m has a d d e d a 
mul t i -voca l analysis o f the l ives a n d wr i t ings o f Wes te rn w o m e n i n 
e m p i r e , h e l p i n g to c o m p l i c a t e a n d c o n t e x t u a l i z e the ea r l i e r 
emphas i s o n the racist m e m s a h i b o r the sp i r i t ed , i n d e p e n d e n t 
traveler. As the i n t e l l ec tua l debate expands , the c o m p l e x i t y o f 
the p r o b l e m s i n h e r e n t i n a n a l y z i n g such lives b e c o m e s m o r e 
ev ident . W h a t J a y a w a r d e n a adds to this conve r sa t i on is an em
phasis o n h o w diverse femin i s t agendas, i n c l u d i n g miss ionary 
pract ices , e d u c a t i o n a n d soc ia l " r e f o r m " work , sp i r i tua l i s t a n d 
r e l i g ious d e v o t i o n , a n d p o l i t i c a l ac t iv i sm, c a m e i n con tac t wi th 
the na t iona l i s t agendas o f S o u t h A s i a . J a y a w a r d e n a titles h e r text 
The White Woman's Other Burden, e c h o i n g , o f course , K i p l i n g ' s 
p o e m but , m o r e impor t an t ly , p o s i t i o n i n g he r se l f i n conve r sa t i on 
wi th c u r r e n t research o n Wes te rn w o m e n i n e m p i r e , pa r t i cu l a r l y 
d r a w i n g a t t en t ion to A n t o i n e t t e B u r t o n ' s use o f the phrase " T h e 
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W h i t e W o m a n ' s B u r d e n , " w h i c h h i g h l i g h t s Wes te rn f e m i n i s m ' s 
c o m p l i c i t y w i t h the i m p e r i a l projec t . In h e r text, J ayawardena 
also raises issues o f c o m p l i c i t y a n d fu r the r emphas izes that gen
de r c o m p l i c a t e s that c o m p l i c i t y . M o r e i m p o r t a n t , however , she 
l i kens the c o n c e p t o f " b u r d e n " to the soc ia l a n d r e l i g ious causes 
that b r o u g h t Wes te rn w o m e n to I n d i a : " H e n c e the sense o f the 
'white w o m a n ' s o t h e r b u r d e n ' — w h i c h was an a t t empt to l iber 
ate w o m e n , i n terms o f a Wes te rn o r Eas te rn i d e a l , a n d i n terms o f 
a v i s i o n o f a be t te r society" (8). 

A c o m p l i c a t i o n o f Wes te rn f emin i s t prac t ices d u r i n g c o l o n i a l 
i sm is cen t ra l to Jayawardena ' s text, a s k i n g "what are the 
basic issues o f f e m i n i s m a n d n a t i o n a l i s m i n a con tex t o f f o r e i g n 
w o m e n i n a c o l o n i a l s i t u a t i o n — w i t h agendas o f c o n v e r s i o n , 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n , r e f o r m a n d r e v o l u t i o n ? " ( t o ) . J ayawardena c o n 
c ludes that of ten the Wes t e rn w o m e n w h o were s t rong suppor
ters o f n a t i o n a l i s m were " l u k e w a r m o n w o m e n ' s r ights for fear o f 
o f f e n d i n g locals ; a n d those w h o were a l l fo r the sun never se t t ing 
o n the B r i t i s h E m p i r e , were of ten ' a d v a n c e d ' o n the issue o f 
w o m e n ' s o p p r e s s i o n a n d d i d no t care too m u c h abou t o f f e n d i n g 
S o u t h A s i a n males o r t he i r o w n pa t r i a rchs" ( i o ) . A s J ayawardena 
exp la ins , the q u e s t i o n revolves a r o u n d issues o f p o s i t i o n i n g : 
W h o is speak ing , f r o m wha t i d e o l o g i c a l p o s i t i o n , a n d w i t h what 
p o l i t i c a l a n d soc ia l agenda? C a n outs iders c r i t i q u e the cu l ture? 
A n d wha t are the dangers o f an ou ts ider ' s c r i t ique? 

Jayawardena ' s analysis turns also to the m a n n e r i n w h i c h 
Wes te rn w o m e n ' s causes agi ta ted the h o m o s o c i a l bat t le be tween 
B r i t i s h ma l e co lon ia l i s t s a n d A s i a n ma le na t ional is t s over the 
l andscape o f I n d i a . B r i t i s h m a l e responses to the Wes te rn w o m e n 
d e p e n d e d u p o n the w o m e n ' s a l l eg iance to c o l o n i a l i s m , a l l hav
i n g the p o t e n t i a l to embarrass the c o l o n i a l rulers , b u t some m o r e 
fearful ly t han o thers (x ) . T h e wors t w o m e n , fo r the co lon ia l i s t s , 
were those w h o " t ra i torous ly" re jected the m o r a l du ty o f i m p e r i 
a l i sm a n d e m b r a c e d S o u t h A s i a n na t i ona l i sms , fo r they n o t o n l y 
re jected e m p i r e b u t also B r i t i s h m e n (119). A s i a n na t iona l i s t 
males "who v is i ted B r i t a i n were d e l i g h t e d to l i n k u p w i t h the 
' e n e m y w i t h i n ' — n a m e l y the ' n e w w o m e n ' w h o were b a t t l i n g the 
au thor i t i es at a l l levels" (6) . Howeve r , it is the c o n f l i c t e d response 
o f A s i a n ma le na t iona l i s t s to Wes te rn w o m e n ' s causes that seizes 
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Jayawardena ' s greatest a t t en t ion . Wes te rn w o m e n ' s a l l eg iance to 
S o u t h A s i a n n a t i o n a l i s m d e f i n e d t he i r w o r t h i n m a n y A s i a n ma le 
c i rc les . O f t e n , too-s t rong a n i d e n t i f i c a t i o n wi th femin i s t agendas, 
agendas that m i g h t c r i t i c i ze r e l i g i o n a n d cu l t u r e , was seen as an 
"attack o n the ' n a t i o n ' " (7). M o r e o v e r , J a y a w a r d e n a argues that 
an attack o n I n d i a n m a l e in te rp re ta t ions o f the female ro l e was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y offensive w h e n it c a m e f r o m Wes te rn w o m e n (7). 

T h i s mascu l in i s t sense o f f e m i n i s m as a d a n g e r o u s Wes t e rn ex
po r t a n d there fore i n a p p r o p r i a t e to S o u t h A s i a n society is, as 
A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y no te i n the i r an thology , a b r i c k wa l l 
that c o n t e m p o r a r y T h i r d W o r l d feminis ts c o n t i n u e to struggle 
against. 

J ayawardena d iv ides h e r text i n t o five parts, e ach d e t a i l i n g the 
l ives o f Wes te rn w o m e n i n I n d i a a n d the i r r e l a t i o n s h i p wi th 
f e m i n i s m a n d n a t i o n a l i s m . I w o u l d l i k e to s p e n d a few m o m e n t s 
l o o k i n g at two sect ions , o n e o n miss iona ry w o r k a n d the s e c o n d 
o n theosophy, to e x h i b i t h o w Jayawardena ' s thesis w o r k s i n prac
tice. In Par t I, "Sav ing the Sisters f r o m the S a c r e d Cows : C h r i s 
t iani ty a n d ' C i v i l i z a t i o n ' , " J a y a w a r d e n a exp lo re s the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
a m o n g f o r e i g n , C h r i s t i a n mi s s iona ry work , f e m i n i s m , a n d na
t i o n a l i s m . F o r Jayawardena , the key ques t i on is "whe the r there 
was f emin i s t consc iousness i n the mis s iona ry project" (25). M a n y 
cu r r en t femin is t cr i t ics , i n c l u d i n g B a r b a r a R a m u s a c k , a rgue that 
mis s iona ry e d u c a t i o n a n d e m a n c i p a t o r y w o r k for A s i a n w o m e n 
often served as a f o r m o f " i m p e r i a l f e m i n i s m , " s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
Wes te rn w o m e n ' s a n d e m p i r e ' s c o n t r o l o f "saving" a n d en l igh t 
e n i n g "lesser sisters." However , J a y a w a r d e n a also argues that 
C h r i s t i a n i t y served as a f o r m o f posi t ive " s i s te rhood" (30) , r e l y i n g 
o n J a n e R e n d a l l ' s a rgumen t s that c h u r c h p r o v i d e d a way for 
w o m e n to associate wi th o t h e r w o m e n a n d to assert a " m o r a l 
s t reng th" against a "spec i f ica l ly m a l e m o r a l i t y " (30). I n d e e d , 
Wes te rn w o m e n imper i a l i s t s o p e r a t e d u n d e r c o m p l e x systems o f 
h i e r a r c h i c a l t hough t , of ten a r g u i n g against the c o n c e p t o f caste 
because o f C h r i s t i a n i t y bu t asser t ing the n o t i o n s o f race as a part 
o f p r e s e r v i n g the i m p e r i a l i s t agenda . J ayawardena , however , ar
gues that the n a r r o w miss iona ry object ive o f c o n v e r s i o n also 
d e v e l o p e d i n t o the f e m i n i z a t i o n o f Chr i s t i an i ty , t h r o u g h , for 
ins tance , p r o v i d i n g e d u c a t i o n fo r w o m e n . She c o n t e n d s that 
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C h r i s t i a n mis s iona r i e s ' m o s t e n d u r i n g " c o n t r i b u t i o n was the 
u n i n t e n t i o n a l c r e a t i o n o f a ' f emin i s t ' consc iousness i n l o c a l 
w o m e n t h r o u g h m o d e r n schools , w h i c h i m p a r t e d a l i b e r a l edu 
c a t i o n " (26), p r o d u c i n g its "share o f d i ss ident w o m e n — n a t i o n 
alists, Socia l is ts , feminis ts a n d h u m a n r ights activists" (51). 

Jayawardena shows the f u l l c o m p l e x i t y o f the in t e r r e l a t ion 
ships a m o n g Chr i s t i an i ty , f e m i n i s m , A s i a n w o m e n , a n d n a t i o n a l 
i sm i n h e r e x p l o r a t i o n o f the l i fe o f P a n d i t a R a m a b a i . R a m a b a i , 
the d a u g h t e r o f a Sanskr i t scholar , spoke ou t o n "women ' s edu 
ca t i on , c o n d e m n i n g c h i l d mar r i age" a n d la ter c o n v e r t e d to 
C h r i s t i a n i t y d u r i n g a p e r i o d o f H i n d u r ev iva l i sm (54-55)- W h a t 
b e c o m e s p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t to Jayawardena ' s a g e n d a is h o w 
R a m a b a i ' s C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d f e m i n i s m c o m e u p against n a t i o n a l 
i sm . C h r i s t i a n s i n I n d i a a n d a b r o a d s t rong ly h e l d to the b e l i e f 
that r e f o r m a n d B r i t i s h ru le were necessar i ly i n t e r l i n k e d ; the e n d 
o f B r i t i s h ru le "was seen as r eve r s ion to con f l i c t , i g n o r a n c e a n d 
supers t i t ion" (58). R a m a b a i ' s r e j ec t ion o f H i n d u n a t i o n a l i s m 
e m e r g e d because o f wha t she saw as the hypoc r i sy o f re formers , 
w h o were c o n t i n u i n g to p rac t i ce c h i l d mar r i age , fo r ins tance , 
even w h i l e they were c a m p a i g n i n g against the p rac t i ce (55). 

St r ik ing ly , R a m a b a i a r g u e d that a f o r e i g n ru l e r was p r e f e r r ed 
over se l f -government , c o n t e n d i n g that because B r i t a i n was an 
older , C h r i s t i a n n a t i o n , o n e that h a d u n d e r g o n e its " C h r i s t i a n 
t r a i n i n g " for centur ies , it was bet ter e q u i p p e d to b r i n g I n d i a "up 
to the m a r k " (59). J a y a w a r d e n a c o n c l u d e s that R a m a b a i may 
have h a r m e d the w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t — s h o w i n g the ways i n 
w h i c h the f o r e i g n a p p l i c a t i o n s o f f e m i n i s m a n d C h r i s t i a n i t y gave 
t rad i t iona l i s t s an avenue to a rgue against female e d u c a t i o n lest 
these w o m e n also t u r n to the s ide o f the i m p e r i a l i s t . M o r e o v e r , 
h e r e n g a g e m e n t w i t h B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m l i m i t e d h e r ab i l i ty to 
serve as a vo ice for c o l o n i a l e m a n c i p a t i o n a n d f emin i s t r e fo rm; 
rather, she r e p l a c e d o n e p a t r i a r c h a l r e l i g ious system w i t h an
other, a l l for the sake o f the e m a n c i p a t i o n o f w o m e n (62). 

I n Par t III, " C o n s o l a t i o n i n an A l i e n Soc ie ty ' : W o m e n T h e -
osophis ts a n d Or ien ta l i s t s , " J a y a w a r d e n a reveals a con t r a s t i ng 
response to R a m a b a i ' s d u b i o u s i n t e r m i n g l i n g o f Chr i s t i an i ty , 
f e m i n i s m a n d n a t i o n a l i s m . T h i s p a i r i n g a n d c o n t r a s t i n g works 
w e l l t h r o u g h o u t The White Women's Other Burden, r evea l i ng 
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the cont rovers ies that take shape w h e n Wes te rn f emin i s t agendas 
take p r e c e d e n c e over na t iona l i s t agendas (or v ice versa) . 
Wes te rn w o m e n theosophis t s a n d Or ien ta l i s t s , i n cont ras t wi th 
R a m a b a i , t u r n e d to the East fo r sa lvat ion , a r g u i n g that the West 
was de s t roy ing a better, a l ternat ive society. H ow e ve r , Jayawar
d e n a po in t s ou t the s t r i k i n g i r o n y o f the T h e o s o p h i s t m o v e m e n t ; 
i n " the i r anx ie ty to p r o m o t e l o c a l c u l t u r e a n d t rad i t ions , some o f 
these w o m e n q u e s t i o n e d the benefi ts o f the m o d e r n i z i n g p ro 
cess the miss ionar ies h a d b e g u n , espec ia l ly i n the e d u c a t i o n o f 
w o m e n " (108). 

T h u s , a d i f fe rent r e l a t i o n s h i p a m o n g r e l i g i o n , f e m i n i s m , a n d 
n a t i o n a l i s m e m e r g e d , o n e i n w h i c h n a t i o n a l i s m a n d Eas te rn 
r e l i g i o n took p r e c e d e n c e over f emin i s t r e f o r m . A s J a y a w a r d e n a 
notes, the mos t s t r i k i n g i r o n y comes i n the fact that theoso
phists , s u c h as Blavatsky a n d Besant , a l t h o u g h s t rong advocates 
o f w o m e n ' s r ights i n B r i t a i n , " d e e m e d it tac t ical ly p r u d e n t no t 
to press too m u c h fo r w o m e n ' s r ights o r w o m e n ' s e d u c a t i o n " 
(122). Besan t e m p l o y e d the strategy o f l i m i t i n g h e r f e m i n i s m to 
a g e o g r a p h i c a l r e g i o n : "She used the a r g u m e n t o f c u l t u r a l rela
t iv i sm a n d asserted that Wes te rn m o d e l s were unsu i t ab l e for 
Ind i a . L i m i t i n g h e r f e m i n i s m to the West, she advoca t ed o r tho 
d o x y a n d t r ad i t i ona l e d u c a t i o n for I n d i a n w o m e n " ( 123). T h u s 
she p r a c t i c e d a con fused a n d d a n g e r o u s f o r m o f l i b e r a l i s m 
r o o t e d i n a r o m a n t i c i s m o f the East. L i k e R a m a b a i , the Wes te rn 
theosophis ts r e p l a c e d a C h r i s t i a n p a t r i a r c h a l system w i t h a 
H i n d u p a t r i a r c h a l system." J a y a w a r d e n a c o n c l u d e s , " F r o m the 
l o c a l w o m e n ' s p o i n t o f view, the f o r e i g n w o m e n ' s i d e a l i z a t i o n o f 
I n d i a n pa t r i a r chy was h a r m f u l , w h i l e to t r a d i t i o n a l H i n d u males , 
it was a g o d s e n d " (134). 

These carefu l analyses o f Wes te rn w o m e n ' s responses to the 
confused m a t r i x o f n a t i o n a l i s m , f e m i n i s m , a n d the i r specif ic 
"cause"—be it Chr i s t i an i ty , T h e o s o p h y , o r C o m m u n i s m — m a k e 
Jayawardena ' s text a very i m p o r t a n t a d d i t i o n to f emin i s t c r i t i 
c i s m . A p a r t i c u l a r s t reng th o f the text is Jayawardena ' s carefu l 
p o s i t i o n i n g o f e a c h o f the figures she reads, f o c u s i n g o n h o w 
i d e o l o g i c a l pos i t ions c a n r a d i c a l l y a l ter the effectiveness o f one ' s 
cause. F o r ins tance , mi s s iona ry advocacy o f female e d u c a t i o n 
w i t h i n a c o l o n i a l r e g i m e b e c o m e s d i f f i cu l t to swallow, as does 
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theosoph is t p r o t e c t i o n o f el i t is t values i n the n a m e o f na t i ona l 
i sm . W h a t emerges f r o m these var ious v i ewpo in t s o f Wes te rn 
w o m e n ' s causes is a c o m p l e x m a t r i x o f r e l a t ionsh ips a m o n g 
f e m i n i s m a n d n a t i o n a l i s m , Wes te rn m e n a n d w o m e n , a n d A s i a n 
m e n a n d w o m e n . 

T h r o u g h o u t h e r text, J a y a w a r d e n a places spec ia l emphas i s o n 
h o w ma le nat ional is t s a n d co lon ia l i s t s r e a d the causes o f Wes te rn 
w o m e n ; however , she also touches o n A s i a n w o m e n ' s responses 
to Wes te rn w o m e n ' s causes, u n d e r s c o r i n g the d o u b l e b i n d m a n y 
A s i a n feminis ts suffered w i t h i n as they a t t e mp te d to ar t icula te a 
f emin i s t and a na t iona l i s t agenda . J ayawardena roots h e r argu
m e n t i n a c r i t i q u e o f g e n d e r e d di f ferences i n e m p i r e — the 
o t h e r i n g o f I n d i a n w o m e n w h o were p l a c e d i n contras t to chaste 
whi te w o m e n , the use o f the m e t a p h o r o f w o m e n to de f ine the 
c o l o n i a l project , c l i ches o f the e ro t i c a n d the exo t i c , a n d po ten t 
m i s c e g e n a t i o n fears. She n o t o n l y maps o u t the p r o b l e m s wi th 
these issues w h e n l o o k i n g at t h e m f r o m the c o l o n i a l p e r i o d bu t 
also f r o m the vantage p o i n t o f la te- twent ie th cen tu ry Wes te rn 
f e m i n i s m . F o r ins tance , i n h e r i n t r o d u c t i o n , J a y a w a r d e n a dis
cusses h o w c u r r e n t f emin i s t d iscuss ions o f s i s t e rhood are "mis
l e a d i n g unless c o n t e x t u a l i z e d " ( 11 ) . M o r e o v e r , she argues that 
n a t i o n a l i s m mus t be s i m i l a r l y c o n t e x t u a l i z e d w h e r e it marshals 
f emin i s t s u p p o r t d u r i n g the na t i ona l i s t fight a n d rejects f e m i 
n i s m (as a Wes te rn e x p o r t ) o n c e i n d e p e n d e n c e is ach ieved . 

W h a t is pe rhaps the mos t d i s a p p o i n t i n g aspect o f the text is 
that A s i a n w o m e n ' s ro les w i t h i n this m a t r i x are n o t always fu l ly 
c r i t i q u e d because m a l e na t iona l i s t s ' a n d co lon ia l i s t s ' responses 
t e n d to ec l ipse t h e m . T h i s p r o b l e m may also arise because 
J a y a w a r d e n a some t imes tends to be a b i t too k i n d to the Wes te rn 
w o m e n she focuses o n . W h i l e she effect ively p i n p o i n t s the p r o b 
l e m o f mis s iona ry r ac i sm a n d the r e j ec t ion o f f e m i n i s m by the-
osophis ts , for ins tance , she relegates to a very shor t c o n c l u d i n g 
chap t e r the A s i a n f emin i s t c r i t i q u e o f Wes te rn w o m e n ' s causes. 
W i t h i n that c o n c l u s i o n , however , J a y a w a r d e n a p rov ides some o f 
the mos t b i t i n g a n d focused c r i t i c i sms o f Wes te rn w o m e n ' s roles 
as agents o f e m p i r e o r n a t i o n a l i s m . A m o r e sus ta ined i n t e g r a t i o n 
o f A s i a n f emin i s t responses w o u l d have s t r e n g t h e n e d h e r argu
ment . J a y a w a r d e n a draws spec ia l a t t en t ion to this l ack i n h e r 
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c o n c l u s i o n by c a l l i n g fo r m o r e w r i t i n g o n this subject: " O n e key 
ques t i on that r e m a i n s to be d iscussed a n d r e sea rched fu r the r is 
h o w d i d l o c a l w o m e n react to f o r e i g n w o m e n c l a i m i n g to be 
' s is ters '?" (265) W h i l e o n l y b r i e f ly t o u c h i n g o n this subject, she 
does p r o v i d e m a n y avenues for fu r the r inves t iga t ion . 

II Democrat ic Futures: Responding to 
Feminist Genealogies and C o l o n i a l Legacies 

A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y b e g i n t he i r an thology , Feminist Genealo

gies, Colonial Legacies, Democratic Futures, w i t h a sense o f m i s s i o n , 
service, a n d "accoun tab i l i t y" to the c o m m u n i t i e s o n e be longs to 
a n d , b o r r o w i n g a t e r m f r o m T o n i M o r r i s o n , to the " in te l l ec tua l 
n e i g h b o r s " o n e b u i l d s ( i x ) . T h e y thereby a f f i rm the r e c i p r o c a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween in t e l l ec tua l d i scourse a n d ac t iv i sm. T h e 
three ove r - a r ch ing concep t s p o s e d i n the title are c o n t e x t u a l i z e d 
i n A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y ' s i n t r o d u c t i o n , l e a d i n g to a n evalua
t i o n o f the r e l a t i onsh ips be tween the c o l o n i a l a n d p o s t c o l o n i a l 
state, c a p i t a l i s m a n d r e - c o l o n i z a t i o n , a n d f e m i n i s m a n d d e m o c 
racy. T h e w r i t i n g o f the text is very theore t i ca l ; however , it is wel l 
w o r t h the reader ' s t i m e to w o r k t h r o u g h the concep t s p o s e d by 
A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y a n d to e x a m i n e these concep t s i n a p p l i 
c a t i o n w i t h i n the three subsect ions o f the text. 

T h e first c o n c e p t , " feminis t genea logies , " is a d e e p l y c o m p l i 
ca ted t e r m that "aims to p r o v i d e a c o m p a r a t i v e , r e l a t i ona l , a n d 
h i s to r i ca l ly based c o n c e p t i o n o f f e m i n i s m , o n e that differs mark
ed ly f r o m the l i be ra l -p lu ra l i s t u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f f e m i n i s m , an 
i n h e r i t a n c e o f the p r e d o m i n a n t l y l i b e r a l roots o f A m e r i c a n f emi 
nist p rax i s " ( x v i ) . I n d e e d , o n e hears echoes o f M o h a n t y ' s a n d 
m a n y o thers ' p r ev ious w o r k o n d e c e n t r i n g F i r s t W o r l d , Wes te rn 
femin i s t de f i n i t i ons o f T h i r d W o r l d f e m i n i s m a n d the i r c a l l for a 
c lose, l o c a l i z e d a n d h i s to r i ca l l y - roo t ed c r i t i c i s m , a p o i n t I c a l l e d 
a t t en t ion to at the b e g i n n i n g o f this essay. T h i s conve r sa t ion 
r ema ins i m p o r t a n t ; however , wha t this a n t h o l o g y adds to the 
d i scuss ion is a m e r g i n g o f the l o c a l w i t h the c ross-na t iona l . 
A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y a rgue for " sh i f t ing the u n i t o f analysis 
f r o m l o c a l , r e g i o n a l , a n d n a t i o n a l c u l t u r e to re la t ions a n d p ro 
cesses across cu l tures . G r o u n d i n g analysis i n par t icu la r , l o c a l 
f emin i s t p rax i s is necessary, bu t we also n e e d to u n d e r s t a n d 
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the l o c a l i n r e l a t i o n to larger, c ross -na t iona l processes" ( x i x ) . 
T h i s a p p r o a c h contrasts wi th the Wes te rn femin i s t c o n c e p t o f 
g l o b a l f e m i n i s m , w h i c h beg ins w i t h a un iversa l v i s i o n that is 
d e f i n e d i n Wes te rn terms a n d t h e n reads T h i r d W o r l d w o m e n ' s 
specif ic his tor ies t h r o u g h that Wes te rn f emin i s t lens. In contrast , 
A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y b e g i n w i t h the l o c a l i z e d e x p e r i e n c e a n d 
m o v e ou twards to a u n i v e r s a l i z e d l anguage , a r e a d i n g strategy 
that does n o t cen te r Wes te rn f e m i n i s m . T h e i r a r g u m e n t grows 
ou t o f t he i r ca re fu l ly r e a s o n e d c r i t iques of, fo r ins tance , the 
t o k e n i s m p r a c t i c e d i n m a n y W 7 omen 's Studies p r o g r a m s i n U S 
col leges a n d univers i t ies , the shor ts ightedness o f pos tmoder 
n i s m a n d " g l o b a l s i s t e rhood ," a n d , mos t impor t an t ly , an exam
i n a t i o n o f the w o r k i n g s o f f emin i s t o rgan iza t ions . 

L i k e " feminis t genea logies , " " c o l o n i a l legacies" is a s im i l a r l y 
c o m p l e x t e rm that A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y use "to m a p c o n 
t inui t ies a n d d i s con t inu i t i e s be tween c o n t e m p o r a r y a n d inher 
i ted pract ices w i t h i n state a n d cap i t a l f o rma t ions" ( x x i ) . H e r e , 
A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y are in te res ted i n p o i n t i n g ou t the c o m 
p l i c i ty be tween c o l o n i a l a n d p o s t c o l o n i a l states; i n this sense, 
cap i t a l i sm serves as a f o r m o f r e c o l o n i z a t i o n that p o s t c o l o n i a l 
states are c o m p l i c i t w i th . M o r e o v e r , the state c o n t i n u e s this c o m 
p l i c i ty t h r o u g h c o n t r o l l i n g T h i r d W o r l d f e m i n i s m . A l t h o u g h , 
A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y argue , w o m e n ' s l a b o r was at the hear t 
o f na t iona l i s t struggles, a n t i c o l o n i a l n a t i o n a l i s m has fa i led to 
r e s p o n d effectively to g e n d e r ( x x i v ) . T h e i m p a c t o f c o l o n i a l 
legacies o n the p o s t c o l o n i a l state is p a r t i c u l a r l y ev ident , 
for A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y , i n the state's use o f o r g a n i z e d 
v i o l e n c e , its m i l i t a r i z a t i o n a n d m a s c u l i n i z a t i o n , its i n v e n t i o n o f a 
r a c i a l i z e d a n d s e x u a l i z e d p o p u l a t i o n , a n d its m a n i p u l a t i o n o f 
w o m e n ' s bod ie s i n o r d e r "to c o n s o l i d a t e pa t r i a r cha l a n d c o l o n i z 
i n g processes" ( x x i i i ) . 

G e r a l d i n e H e n g ' s essay, " ' A G r e a t Way to F l y ' : N a t i o n a l i s m , 
the State, a n d the Var ie t ies o f T h i r d - W o r l d F e m i n i s m , " presents 
the concep t s o f " femin is t genea log ies" a n d " c o l o n i a l legacies" i n 
p rac t ice . She argues that f e m i n i s m served na t iona l i s t struggles by 
p r o v i d i n g those struggles w i t h power fu l f e m i n i n e symbols a n d an 
e m a n c i p a t o r y v i s i o n o f the future: " F e m a l e e m a n c i p a t i o n — a 
power fu l p o l i t i c a l s y m b o l d e s c r i b i n g at o n c e a sepa ra t ion f r o m 
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the past, the asp i ra t ions o f a n activist present , a n d the u t o p i a o f 
an i m a g i n e d n a t i o n a l f u t u r e — s u p p l i e s a m e c h a n i s m o f self-
d e s c r i p t i o n a n d se l f -projec t ion o f i n c a l c u l a b l y m o r e t han prag
ma t i c va lue i n the se l f - fash ioning o f na t ions a n d n a t i o n a l i s m s 
(31) . Howeve r , after i n d e p e n d e n c e , w o m e n , w h o were once 
v a u n t e d as symbols o f e m a n c i p a t i o n , were e x p l o i t e d by the post-
c o l o n i a l states t h r o u g h s e x u a l i z e d images o f t h e m i n the a i r l i n e 
industry, t h r o u g h a G N P bo l s t e r ed by the touris t t rade i n pros
t i t u t ion a n d t h r o u g h e x p l o i t a t i o n o f f emale d o m e s t i c worker s 

(32) -
In h e r a r g u m e n t , H e n g u n d e r s c o r e s the ways i n w h i c h capi ta l 

i sm as a c o l o n i a l i s t legacy a n d a f o r m o f r e c o l o n i z a t i o n has 
e n c r o a c h e d u p o n T h i r d W o r l d e c o n o m i e s that are far too of ten 
c o m p i i c i ! w i t h the e x p l o i t a t i o n . M o r e o v e r , she argues that T h i r d 
W o r l d na t ions have b e e n select ive i n t he i r a p p r o p r i a t i o n o f 
" m o d e r n i s m , " a c c e p t i n g the " t e c h n o l o g i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c ma
c h i n e r y o f m o d e r n i z a t i o n " (33) because it is p e r c e i v e d as useful 
to the n a t i o n ; however , p o s t c o l o n i a l states of ten reject the " cu l 
tura l appara tus o f m o d e r n i z a t i o n , " w h i c h is p e r c e i v e d as "con
t a m i n a t i n g , dange rous , a n d u n d e s i r a b l e " (33). T h i r d W o r l d 
feminis ts have h a d to s t ruggle against na t ional i s t s w h o argue that 
f e m i n i s m is a Wes te rn assault u p o n na t iona l i s t c u l t u r e . In o r d e r 
to r e m a i n v iab le , T h i r d W o r l d feminis ts have h a d to adop t over t ly 
na t iona l i s t agendas , p l a c i n g t h e m i n a n a d d e d d o u b l e b i n d wi th 
Wes te rn feminis ts w h o i n c o r r e c t l y i n t e rp r e t the n a t i o n a l i s m o f 
T h i r d W o r l d feminis ts as "wi l l fu l ly na ive , nat ivist , o r essentialist" 
(34)-

W h e n , as i n H e n g ' s essay, the a n t h o l o g y reveals the s t r i k i n g 
ways i n w h i c h i n t e r n a l a n d ex t e rna l p a t r i a r c h a l forces ( a n d often 
that ex t e rna l p a t r i a r c h a l force is Wes te rn f e m i n i s m ) i n f l u e n c e 
c o n t e m p o r a r y femin i s t pract ices , the text is at its strongest . 
W h e n , however , a rgumen t s a t t empt to cover too b r o a d a category 
o f analysis, thus d i s m i s s i n g i m p o r t a n t aspects o f analysis a n d 
p o s i t i n g a m o r e u n g r o u n d e d b e g i n n i n g for the i r a r g u m e n t , the 
text is at its weakest. A m i n a M a m a ' s "Sheroes a n d V i l l a i n s : 
C o n c e p t u a l i z i n g C o l o n i a l a n d C o n t e m p o r a r y V i o l e n c e against 
W o m e n i n A f r i c a " is a p a r t i c u l a r l y stark i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f v i o l e n c e 
against w o m e n i n c o l o n i a l a n d post c o l o n i a l A f r i c a . However , 
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u n l i k e o t h e r m o r e f o c u s e d c r i t iques of, fo r ins tance , the B a h a 
mas tour is t e conomy , M a m a tries to cover a r a the r la rge variety o f 
A f r i c a n cu l tu res i n o r d e r to r e a d a s h a r e d p rac t i ce o f v i o l e n c e 
against w o m e n r o o t e d i n the " i m p e r i a l source ." Ce r t a in ly , i m p e 
r i a l i s m is the mos t p o w e r f u l i n f l u e n c e for e x p l o i t a t i o n o f w o m e n 
i n m a n y cu l tures ; however , o t h e r wri ters offer a less c i r c u m 
s c r i b e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f e x p l o i t a t i o n , s e a r c h i n g fo r m u l t i p l e 
sources, b o t h i n t e r n a l a n d ex t e rna l , a n d p l a c i n g these sources i n 
conve r sa t i on w i t h each other . M a m a does wri te i n h e r c o n c l u s i o n 
that " C o l o n i a l g e n d e r i d e o l o g i e s were the p r o d u c t o f b o t h inter
n a l a n d ex t e rna l factors, a n d were f ed by c u l t u r a l a n d m a t e r i a l 
c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h i n t e r ac t ed i n c o m p l e x ways as we e n t e r e d the 
p o s t c o l o n i a l e p o c h . T h e r e is c l ea r ly a n e e d fo r m o r e d e t a i l e d 
study o f these d e v e l o p m e n t s i n p a r t i c u l a r locales , even as we 
forge i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i n k s " (61). She thus cites p r o b a b l y the b ig 
gest f a i l i n g o f h e r essay, that i n its a t t empt to cove r such b r e a d t h , 
the p r e c i s i o n that comes f r o m r e a d i n g a c r i t i q u e that moves f r o m 
the l o c a l i z e d to the un ive r sa l is a t t enua ted . I d o , however , s t i l l 
r e c o m m e n d r e a d i n g M a m a ' s a r g u m e n t because h e r essay p ro 
vides m a n y o p p o r t u n i t i e s for fu r the r c r i t i c i s m a n d h e r a rgu
ments , t h o u g h b r o a d , are of ten i n s igh t fu l a n d useful . 

In this way, the c o n t r i b u t o r s b u i l d a c o n n e c t i o n be tween femi 
nist analysis a n d the i r c r i t i q u e o f c o l o n i a l / p o s t c o l o n i a l state 
pract ices , r e s u l t i n g i n A l e x a n d e r a n d M o h a n t y ' s a d v a n c i n g o f 
the c o n c e p t o f " femin i s t d e m o c r a c i e s , " a d i r ec t a n d concre te 
response to the ca l l fo r a c c o u n t a b i l i t y a n d service w i t h w h i c h they 
b e g i n the an tho logy . T h e y pose a d e c o l o n i z i n g v i s i o n o f d e m o c 
racy, o n e w h i c h mus t be a n t i c o l o n i a l a n d ant icapi ta l i s t . M o r e 
over, w o m e n ' s agency is r e - c o n c e p t u a l i z e d , where w o m e n are n o t 
sole ly v ic t ims , bu t agents i n the process o f d e c o l o n i z a t i o n , a n d 
agents w h o are " a n c h o r e d i n the p rac t i ce o f t h i n k i n g o f onese l f 
as a par t o f f emin i s t co l lec t ives a n d o rgan iza t ions . T h i s is n o t the 
l i b e r a l , p l u r a l i s t i n d i v i d u a l self u n d e r c a p i t a l i s m " ( x x v i i i ) . A n d 
they d i s b a n d "the (of ten ar t i f ic ia l ) d i v i d e be tween f emin i s t activ
i s m a n d s cho l a r sh ip . . . . It is the p rac t i ce w i t h i n m o v e m e n t s that 
a n c h o r s the theory, the analysis is u n d e r t a k e n to i m p r o v e the 
p rac t i ce" ( x x i x ) . 

T h i s p o s i n g o f " femin is t d e m o c r a c i e s " is a g r o u n d b r e a k i n g 
c o n t r i b u t i o n o f the an tho logy . T h u s , it stands to reason that the 
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most i n t e r e s t i ng a n d useful c r i t i q u e for c u r r e n t f emin i s t dis
courses is p r o v i d e d i n the final sec t ion , " A n a t o m i e s o f O r g a n i z 
i n g , B u i l d i n g F e m i n i s t Fu tures . " T h i s sec t ion p rov ides a series o f 
case studies o n o rgan iza t i ons such as the S is t ren C o l l e c t i v e , 
W o m e n i n N i g e r i a , a n d Stree Shak t i Sangha tana . W h a t becomes 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t w h e n r e a d i n g these case studies is n o t the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l successes, a n d there are m a n y h i g h l i g h t e d , bu t 
the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l fa i lures . In pa in fu l l y inves t iga t ing these fai l
ures, the au thors p r o v i d e the means for r e - e x a m i n i n g femin i s t 
co l l ec t ive pract ices . T h e s e e x a m p l e s serve as r o u g h drafts, drafts 
that c l ea r ly h i g h l i g h t h o w even those g r o u p s that are consc ious 
o f d i f ferences i n e c o n o m i c class, p o l i t i c a l a g e n d a a n d race m i g h t 
fai l to e x a m i n e t h o r o u g h l y h o w these di f ferences opera te i n 
prac t ice ; m o r e impor t an t l y , s c r u t i n i z i n g these p r o b l e m s paves 
the way fo r m o r e effective fu ture o r g a n i z i n g . 

F o r ins tance , H o n o r F o r d - S m i t h ' s d e e p l y p e r s o n a l ar t ic le , 
" R i n g D i n g i n a T i g h t C o r n e r : S i s t ren , C o l l e c t i v e D e m o c r a c y , a n d 
the O r g a n i z a t i o n o f C u l t u r a l P r o d u c t i o n , " maps the o rgan iza 
t i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f the Sis t ren C o l l e c t i v e w i t h F o r d - S m i t h 
ac t i ng as the g r o u p ' s Ar t i s t i c D i r e c t o r f r o m its f o u n d i n g u n t i l 
she left i n 198g. O n e key p r o b l e m F o r d - S m i t h p i n p o i n t s is 
the capi ta l i s t c o n t r o l o f the l anguage o f d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h i n 
t u r n affects fund - r a i s ing ini t ia t ives . Because a p r i m a r y g o a l o f 
the C o l l e c t i v e was "to create theater fo r a n d w i t h working-c lass 
w o m e n " (217), f u n d i n g agencies d i d n o t see the g r o u p as 
" i n c o m e - g e n e r a t i n g " o r " p r o d u c t i v e " (228). F i r s t W o r l d , a n d 
pa r t i cu l a r l y U S d e v e l o p m e n t agencies stress e c o n o m i c g r o w t h 
a n d m o d e r n i z a t i o n . A c c e n t s o n art a n d c u l t u r e d o n o t fit w i t h i n 
the capi ta l i s t a g e n d a o f p r o d u c i n g new marke t s fo r the West a n d 
b u i l d i n g d e p e n d e n c e o n Wes te rn t e c h n o l o g y (22g). 

T h i s p r i v i l e g i n g o f e c o n o m i c s over c u l t u r e is also ev iden t i n 
M . J a c q u i A l e x a n d e r ' s essay f r o m an ea r l i e r sec t ion , " E r o t i c 
A u t o n o m y as a Po l i t i c s o f D e c o l o n i z a t i o n : A n A n a t o m y o f F e m i 
nist a n d State P rac t i ce i n the B a h a m a s T o u r i s t E c o n o m y . " 
A l e x a n d e r reveals that a n e c o n o m y d r i v e n by the Wes te rn touris t 
d o l l a r a n d a state c o m p l i c i t w i t h this p rac t ice creates a cu l tu re 
d e f i n e d by its service to the Fi rs t W o r l d r a the r t han by its o w n 
sense o f a u t o n o m y a n d d e v e l o p m e n t . T h i s is mos t ev iden t i n the 
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"smi le" c a m p a i g n s a n d d i e R o t a r í a n b u m p e r st ickers, "Wha t 
have y o u d o n e for T o u r i s m today? " (92 ), w h e r e g o o d c i t izens are 
those w h o c o n t r i b u t e to c a p i t a l i s m ra the r t han to an a u t o n o m y 
separate f r o m c a p i t a l i s m . In r e a d i n g these essays, o n e gets a 
c lea r sense o f the d i f f icu l t ies i n h e r e n t i n an a n t i c o l o n i a l i s t a n d 
an t icapi ta l i s t f emin i s t s t ruggle , a n d the n e e d for a m a i n t a i n e d 
c r i t i que o f the capi ta l i s t l anguage i n U S d e v e l o p m e n t also is 
a f f i rmed . 

O t h e r p r o b l e m s fo r the " d e m o c r a t i c futures" are m a d e evi
den t i n Vasan th K a n n a b i r a n a n d K a l p a n a K a n n a b i r a n ' s essay, 
" L o o k i n g at Ourse lves : T h e W o m e n ' s M o v e m e n t i n H y d e r a b a d , " 
w h i c h traces the d e v e l o p m e n t o f Stree S h a k t i S a n g h a t a n a (SSS) , 
this t i m e l o o k i n g at h o w the g r o u p b e g a n to p r i v i l e g e ref lect ive 
activit ies over ac t iv i sm a n d to separate the two f r o m each other. 
H a v i n g w o r k e d o n vegetable expor t s , w o m e n ' s hostels, rape , a n d 
dowry issues, SSS f o r m e d a g r o w i n g awareness that " i n spite o f a l l 
this activity, [they were] n o t a b l e to address the issues of w o r k i n g -
class w o m e n i n a m a n n e r that m a d e it poss ib le fo r t h e m to move 
f r o m p a r t i c i p a t i n g e q u a l l y i n the c a m p a i g n s i n t o p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
e q u a l l y i n the f u n c t i o n i n g o f the g r o u p " (273). T h e g r o u p 
shi f ted its focus f r o m ac t iv i sm to research , a l i e n a t i n g o n e f r o m 
the o t h e r d u e to s ign i f ican t d i f ferences i n e d u c a t i o n a l back
g r o u n d , e c o n o m i c class d i f ferences , u r b a n versus r u r a l loca t ions , 
a n d a c a d e m i c f emin i s t c o n t r o l o f resources (276). T h i s 
m o v e m e n t f r o m ac t iv i sm " r o o t e d i n a T h i r d - W o r l d r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
p r a x i s — t o ac t iv i sm b o u n d to a n o t h e r c o n t e x t — i n t e l l e c t u a l dis
course i n the West" c rea ted a fissure f o r the g r o u p a n d eventua l ly 
l e d to its d i s s o l u t i o n (277). T h e s e essays e m p h a s i z e h o w Wes te rn 
values (Western f o r e i g n a i d prac t ices , cap i t a l i sm ' s ro l e i n T h i r d 
W o r l d e c o n o m i e s , a n d the a r t i f i c i a l s epa ra t ion o f research f r o m 
ac t iv ism) i n s i d i o u s l y w o r k the i r way i n t o T h i r d W o r l d f emin i s t 
o rgan iza t ions . B u t , m o r e i m p o r t a n t , they p r o v i d e the means for 
r e t h i n k i n g a n d r e s t ruc tu r i ng a n t i c o l o n i a l a n d an t icap i ta l i s t f emi 
nist co l lec t ives . 

I n c r i t i q u i n g f emin i s t c a u s e s — o n e t h r o u g h the vantage p o i n t 
o f Wes t e rn f e m i n i s m i n c o l o n i a l I n d i a a n d the o t h e r t h r o u g h 
T h i r d W o r l d f e m i n i s m a n d the p o s t c o l o n i a l s t a t e — b o t h texts 
offer c o m p l e x a n d i m p o r t a n t analyses o f the p r o b l e m s f ac ing 
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f emin i s t causes. T h e y reveal h o w causes that are n o t heavi ly 
c o n t e x t u a l i z e d — as i n the case o f m a n y Wes te rn w o m e n i n co lo 
n i a l I n d i a — i g n o r e the c o m p l e x r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween f e m i n i s m 
a n d n a t i o n a l i s m , a n d d o m o r e to h a r m b o t h f e m i n i s m a n d 
n a t i o n a l i s m t h a n to h e l p . M o r e o v e r , these texts reveal , as i n the 
case o f w o m e n ' s co l lec t ives , ways i n w h i c h c o n t e m p o r a r y o rgan i 
zat ions have h a d t r e m e n d o u s success, bu t they st i l l have m a n y 
lessons to l e a r n abou t advocacy a n d c o n n e c t i o n across gender , 
e t hn i c , a n d p o l i t i c a l i d e o l o g i c a l bo rde r s . 
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