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$ 6 2 . 2 5 , $ 2 ° - 9 5 p h -

T h e r e a l i t y o f I n d i a , H u b e l p o i n t s o u t at t h e v e r y o u t s e t , e x t e n d s be
y o n d its g e o g r a p h i c a l p r e s e n c e a n d h a s a n i m a g i n a t i v e d i m e n s i o n . A s 
a p r o p e r t y o f the i m a g i n a t i o n , I n d i a b e c o m e s a c u l t u r a l , s p i r i t u a l , p o 
l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , a n d e m o t i o n a l c o n s t r u c t . H e n c e , I n d i a m a y b e " o w n e d " 
by i n d i v i d u a l s o r g r o u p s w h o w r i t e a b o u t it . 

S i n c e w r i t i n g h a s t h e p o w e r to e s t a b l i s h o w n e r s h i p , H u b e l ' s s t u d y 
treats B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m a n d I n d i a n n a t i o n a l i s m i n I n d i a as if o w n e r 
s h i p a n d its i m p l i c i t a u t h o r i t y a r e t h e d o m i n a n t t h e m e s u n d e r l y i n g 
th is h is tory . I n t h e c r o s s - c u l t u r a l c o n f r o n t a t i o n t h a t o c c u r r e d b e t w e e n 
t h e I n d i a n s a n d the E n g l i s h f r o m t h e s e v e n t e e n t h to t h e t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y , the o p p o r t u n i t y to stake o n e ' s c l a i m to a c o n s t r u c t - c u m - p l a c e 
t h r o u g h w r i t i n g was e n o r m o u s l y e m p o w e r i n g . I n d e e d , t h e B r i t i s h a n d 
I n d i a n texts H u b e l e x a m i n e s a l l s e e m to b e i n t e n s e l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
a c q u i r i n g I n d i a , a n d so t h e issue o f a p p r o p r i a t i o n figures p r o m i n e n t l y 
i n h e r analys is . 

I n h e r e x p l o r a t i o n o f t h e n o t i o n o f I n d i a as a p r o p e r t y o f t h e i m a g 
i n a t i o n , H u b e l f o c u s e s o n t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n a l i s t M o v e m e n t — f o r two 
r e a s o n s . F i r s t , t h e e r a o f n a t i o n a l i s m i n I n d i a c r e a t e d a p o l i t i c a l m o 
m e n t w h e n the c u l t u r e s o f I n d i a a n d B r i t a i n p u b l i c l y c o l l i d e d ; i n t h e 
s e c o n d h a l f o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h a n d t h e f irst h a l f o f t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n 
tury, I n d i a n r e s i s t a n c e t o B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m b e c a m e o r g a n i z e d a n d 
r e p r e s e n t e d a p r o f o u n d t h r e a t ; i n r e s p o n s e , t h e r e was a n i n t e n s i f i e d 
a r t i c u l a t i o n as w e l l as j u s t i f i c a t i o n b y t h e B r i t i s h o f t h e i r r o l e i n I n d i a . 
S e c o n d , t h e B r i t i s h - I n d i a n c o n f r o n t a t i o n o v e r I n d i a ' s i n d e p e n d e n c e 
gave b i r t h t o c o n t e n d i n g c o n s t r u c t s o f I n d i a ; s i n c e these c o n s t r u c t s 
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w e r e e m o t i o n a l l y c h a r g e d , t h e y w e r e c a p a b l e o f p r o d u c i n g p o w e r f u l 
c h a n g e s i n t h e s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e s o f a c o l o n i z e d c o u n t r y . 

H u b e l rightly p o i n t s o u t t h a t m a i n s t r e a m h i s t o r i e s a n d fiction as
s u m e t h a t B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m c r e a t e d a b a t t l e g r o u n d i n w h i c h o n l y 
t h e r u l i n g B r i t i s h a n d t h e d o m i n a n t I n d i a n s m e e t . T h i s p a n o r a m i c 
v i e w suggests t h a t b o t h n a t i o n a l g r o u p s w e r e h o m o g e n e o u s a n d sub
s u m e s class a n d g e n d e r c a t e g o r i e s i n t o t h e l a r g e r d i c h o t o m y o f B r i t a i n 
versus I n d i a . A n e x a m i n a t i o n o f class a n d g e n d e r , t h e r e f o r e , c h a l 
l e n g e s t h e s t a n d a r d v iews o f t h i s c o l o n i a l c o n f r o n t a t i o n a n d b r i n g s to 
t h e f o r e m u l t i p l e p e r s p e c t i v e s o f t h e B r i t i s h - I n d i a n e n c o u n t e r . N a t u 
r a l l y c u r i o u s a b o u t these m u l t i p l e p e r s p e c t i v e s , H u b e l m o v e s f r o m a n 
e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e fiction a n d h i s t o r y o f t h e r u l e r s to the c o u n t e r -
d i s c o u r s e p r o d u c e d b y t h e r u l e d , a n d t h e n f u r t h e r to t h e w r i t i n g o f 
d i s a d v a n t a g e d g r o u p s w i t h i n t h e s u b j e c t p o p u l a t i o n — s p e c i f i c a l l y 
h i g h - c a s t e H i n d u w o m e n a n d u n t o u c h a b l e s , w h o s e v o i c e s q u e s t i o n t h e 
i m p l i c i t a s s u m p t i o n s i n m a i n s t r e a m h i s t o r i e s a n d fiction. I n t h e i n t e r 
ests o f r e t r i e v i n g t h a t m u l t i p l i c i t y , H u b e l c h o o s e s to s t u d y c a n o n i c a l 
texts a l o n g s i d e n o n - c a n o n i c a l o n e s , b e c a u s e t h e y h e l p to s h a p e a n a 
t i o n ' s v i e w o f i t se l f a n d s o m e t i m e s a d v o c a t e a t t i t u d e s t h a t are left o u t 
o f m a i n s t r e a m n a r r a t i v e s . N o t s u r p r i s i n g l y , h e r b o o k f o r e g r o u n d s is
sues s u c h as c a n o n i z a t i o n a n d g e n d e r i n o r d e r t o c o n f r o n t b o l d l y the 
p o l i t i c s o f i m p e r i a l i s m a n d n a t i o n a l i s m i n I n d i a . 

T h e b o o k is o r g a n i z e d c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y , yet t h e t h e m e is d e v e l o p e d 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y f r o m c h a p t e r to c h a p t e r . I n i t i a l l y , t h e r e is a n a n a l y s i s o f 
the c o n v e n t i o n a l v i e w o f t h e B r i t i s h - I n d i a n e n c o u n t e r . T h e n this v i e w 
is q u e s t i o n e d f r o m t h e p e r s p e c t i v e s o f A n g l o - I n d i a n s , h i g h - c a s t e 
H i n d u w o m e n , a n d u n t o u c h a b l e s , w h o h a v e b e e n e l i d e d o r g l o s s e d 
o v e r i n m a i n s t r e a m h i s t o r i e s a n d l i t e r a r y c a n o n s . B y t h e e n d o f t h e 
b o o k , t h e t r a d i t i o n a l p a r a d i g m o f B r i t a i n versus I n d i a has b e e n c h a l 
l e n g e d a n d r e - e x a m i n e d . O n e e x p e r i e n c e s , t h e r e f o r e , a sense o f c o m 
p l e t i o n r a t h e r t h a n o f e x h a u s t i o n . 

T h e first c h a p t e r a n a l y z e s t h e o r t h o d o x c o n c e p t i o n o f the B r i t i s h / 
I n d i a n e n c o u n t e r . It focuses o n two o f R u d y a r d K i p l i n g ' s s h o r t s tor ies 
a n d t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e B r i t i s h u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e e a r l y n a 
t i o n a l i s t m o v e m e n t . It a r g u e s t h a t o n e o f these s tor ies , " T h e E n l i g h t 
e n m e n t s o f Paget t , M . P . " ( 1 8 9 3 ) , serves to c o m f o r t K i p l i n g ' s A n g l o -
I n d i a n c o m m u n i t y by d i s p e l l i n g the t h r e a t o f n a t i o n a l i s m , w h i l e the 
o t h e r , " O n t h e C i t y W a l l " ( 1 8 9 5 ) m a k e s the s a m e a t t e m p t b u t d o e s n o t 
s u c c e e d , f o r t h e n a r r a t o r , w h o is s u p p o s e d to p r o v i d e t h e c o m f o r t by 
u s i n g h i s k n o w l e d g e o f I n d i a t o c o n t a i n I n d i a n n a t i o n a l i s m , i n a d v e r 
t e n t l y f i n d s h i m s e l f p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n a n a t i o n a l i s t b i d to o v e r t h r o w the 
B r i t i s h g o v e r n m e n t b e c a u s e o f h i s i m m e n s e a t t r a c t i o n to a n I n d i a h e 
f e m i n i z e s . 

I n h e r s e c o n d c h a p t e r , H u b e l d e a l s w i t h a s i m i l a r f e m i n i z a t i o n i n 
S a r a J e a n n e t t e D u n c a n ' s n o v e l The Burnt Offering ( 1 9 0 9 ) . D u n c a n 
c o m p l i c a t e s h e r c o n s t r u c t i o n o f f e m i n i n i t y by u n d e r m i n i n g its p a t r i -
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a r c h a l o r i g i n s a n d by i n t r o d u c i n g t h e p o l i t i c i z e d I n d i a n w o m a n , t h u s 
b e g i n n i n g t h e p r o c e s s o f s u b v e r t i n g t h e t r a d i t i o n a l B r i t i s h - I n d i a n his
t o r i c a l p a r a d i g m . 

H u b e l ' s t h i r d c h a p t e r i n t e r p r e t s F o r s t e r ' s A Passage to India ( 1 9 2 4 ) 
as a v e h i c l e f o r t h e l i b e r a l m y t h o f i m p e r i a l i s m , a way o f s e e i n g I n d i a 
w h i c h n o t o n l y a p p r o p r i a t e s its n a t i o n a l i s t m o v e m e n t b u t a l s o n e u t r a l 
izes its c a p a c i t y f o r c h a n g e . I n A Passage to India, a l l t h i n g s f e m i n i n e , i n 
c l u d i n g I n d i a , a r e e m p t i e d o f t h e i r o t h e r n e s s i n t h e interes ts o f a n 
i d e a l t h a t exal ts t h e c r o s s - c u l t u r a l c o n n e c t i o n s b e t w e e n m e n . 

H u b e l shifts h e r e m p h a s i s f r o m B r i t i s h to I n d i a n l i t e r a r y texts i n the 
f o u r t h c h a p t e r , w h i c h m a r k s t h e m o m e n t o f i n t e r n a l t r a n s i t i o n i n th is 
study. A l t h o u g h it refers to t w o n o n - f i c t i o n b o o k s w r i t t e n by E n g l i s h 
w o m e n , th is c h a p t e r is p r i n c i p a l l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e w r i t i n g s b y 
I n d i a n w o m e n o f t h e c o l o n i a l p e r i o d . It j u x t a p o s e s P a n d i t a R a m a b a i 
Sarasvat i ' s 7¾« High-Caste Hindu Woman ( 1 8 8 7 ) , a t reat ise o n t h e 
status o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y h i g h - c a s t e H i n d u w o m a n , w i t h 
S w a m a k u m a r i D e v i G h o s a l ' s l i t t l e - k n o w n b u t f a s c i n a t i n g n o v e l i n E n g 
l i s h , An Unfinished Song ( 1 9 1 3 ) . B y l o c a t i n g f e m a l e v o i c e s w i t h I n d i a n 
n a t i o n a l i s t a s p i r a t i o n s , t h i s c h a p t e r c h a r t s t h e d o u b l e s u b o r d i n a t i o n 
o f h i g h - c a s t e w o m e n i n I n d i a , a n d s c r u t i n i z e s t h e e x t e n t o f t h e i r p r o t 
est against b o t h i m p e r i a l i s m a n d i n d i g e n o u s p a t r i a r c h y . 

T h e fifth c h a p t e r l o o k s at a n o t h e r g r o u p w h i c h was e x p l o i t e d d u r 
i n g I n d i a ' s s t r u g g l e f o r i n d e p e n d e n c e : I n d i a ' s u n t o u c h a b l e s . U s i n g 
A n a n d ' s f a m o u s Untouchable ( 1 9 3 5 ) as t h e basis f o r d i s c u s s i o n , th is 
c h a p t e r d e s c r i b e s two o p p o s i n g v iews o n u n t o u c h a b i l i t y c u r r e n t i n 
I n d i a t h r o u g h o u t t h e 1930s a n d 1940s , w h e n G a n d h i ' s i d e a o f trus
t e e s h i p a n d u p p e r - c a s t e r e p a r a t i o n was set a g a i n s t t h e b e l i e f o f u n 
t o u c h a b l e l e a d e r B . R. A m b e d k a r t h a t t h e m e m b e r s o f h i s c o m m u n i t y 
n e e d e d to e x p e r i e n c e e m p o w e r m e n t p e r s o n a l l y a n d n o t t h r o u g h t h e 
efforts o f t h o s e w h o h a d t r a d i t i o n a l l y o p p r e s s e d t h e m . B o t h a t t i t u d e s 
a r e p r e s e n t i n A n a n d ' s w o r k , b u t t h e n o v e l e n d s by s u p p o r t i n g 
G a n d h i ' s i d e a l o f u p p e r - c a s t e l e a d e r s h i p . 

T h e f i n a l c h a p t e r invest igates t h e n o s t a l g i a t h a t was f r e q u e n t l y a fea
t u r e o f B r i t i s h a n d I n d i a n fiction a n d n o n f i c t i o n a b o u t t h e E m p i r e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y a r o u n d 1 9 4 7 , w h e n B r i t a i n a n d I n d i a w e r e a b o u t to g o o n 
t h e i r s e p a r a t e p o l i t i c a l ways. F o r e x a m p l e , P h i l i p M a s o n ' s The Wild 
Sweet Witch ( 1 9 4 7 ) , a n A n g l o - I n d i a n n o v e l , is a l a m e n t f o r B r i t a i n ' s lost 
p o w e r i n I n d i a , w h i l e B h a b a n i B h a t t a c h a r y a ' s So Many Hungers ( 1 9 4 7 ) , 
is a n I n d o - A n g l i a n n o v e l w h i c h e x p r e s s e s t h e n o s t a l g i c d e s i r e f o r a n 
age o f s i m p l e m o r a l i t y a n d ef fect ive a c t i o n , n e i t h e r o f w h i c h was m u c h 
i n e v i d e n c e d u r i n g t h e c h a o t i c , v i o l e n c e - r i d d e n m o n t h s d u r i n g w h i c h 
t h e n o v e l was w r i t t e n . N o s t a l g i a i n b o t h texts d e p e n d s o n t h e e x c l u 
s i o n o f c e r t a i n p r o b l e m a t i c issues s u c h as t h e J a l l i a n w a l l a B a g h massa
c r e ( i n M a s o n ' s n o v e l ) a n d t h e M u s l i m p e r s p e c t i v e ( i n B h a t t a c h a r y a ' s 
n o v e l ) . 

O n e c a n n o t b u t a d m i r e t h e f r a n k n e s s a n d t h e c o u r a g e w i t h w h i c h 
H u b e l d e l i n e a t e s h e r c r i t i c a l s t a n c e . A se l f -confessed p o s t c o l o n i a l i s t 
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a n d f e m i n i s t , s h e u n d e r s c o r e s t h e fact t h a t s h e is n e i t h e r B r i t i s h n o r 
I n d i a n . S h e is c o n s c i o u s o f h e r p r i v i l e g e as a w h i t e w o m a n i n a C a n a 
d i a n a c a d e m i c i n s t i t u t i o n t h a t has p o w e r f u l ties t o t h e m i d d l e class 
a n d w h a t e v e r a u t h o r i t y it has . S h e is a l s o c o n s c i o u s o f the fact t h a t 
she has c h o s e n t o w r i t e a b o u t s u b j e c t s — I n d i a , A n g l o - I n d i a n s , a n d 
I n d i a n s — w h i c h h a v e b e e n m a r g i n a l i z e d w i t h i n t h e a c a d e m i c c o n t e x t . 
S h e sees herse l f , t h e r e f o r e , o c c u p y i n g a p o s i t i o n m i d w a y b e t w e e n t h e 
c e n t r e a n d t h e p e r i p h e r y . S h e w i s h e s to m a k e t h e c e n t r e m o r e aware 
o f t h e p e r i p h e r y , f o r to i g n o r e it o r to r e l e g a t e it to t h e e d g e s is to 
r e p e a t t h e i l l u s i o n s o f i m p e r i a l i s m a n d n a t i o n a l i s m . 

S h e b r i n g s s k i l l a n d sens i t iv i ty to h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f a p r o v o c a t i v e 
thesis: t h e i m a g i n a t i v e a p p r o p r i a t i o n / o w n e r s h i p o f I n d i a d u r i n g the 
I n d e p e n d e n c e s t r u g g l e i n B r i t i s h a n d I n d i a n h i s t o r y / f i c t i o n a n d t h e 
m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n i n m a i n s t r e a m B r i t i s h a n d I n d i a n h i s t o r i e s / f i c t i o n o f 
t h e d i s c o u r s e s o f h i g h - c a s t e H i n d u w o m e n a n d u n t o u c h a b l e s . H e r ar
g u m e n t s are p e r s u a s i v e , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e s h e uses t h e v o c a b u l a r y o f 
d e c o n s t r u c t i v e / f e m i n i s t c r i t i c i s m s p a r i n g l y , so t h a t o n e is i n f o r m e d 
r a t h e r t h a n o v e r w h e l m e d b y h e r e x p e r t i s e . S h e d i s p l a y s s o u n d c r i t i c a l 
a c u m e n i n h e r s e l e c t i o n a n d analys is o f c a n o n i c a l as w e l l as n o n -
c a n o n i c a l B r i t i s h / I n d i a n texts. S h e d o e s " y e o m a n s e r v i c e " to I n d i a n 
w o m e n s t u d i e s by u n e a r t h i n g a n d h i g h l i g h t i n g l o n g - f o r g o t t e n texts 
s u c h as P a n d i t a R a m a b a i Sarasvat i ' s The High-caste Hindu Woman 
(1887) a n d S w a r n a k u m a r i D e v i G h o s a l ' s An Unfinished Song (1913). 

O n e wishes t h a t H u b e l h a d t h r o w n s o m e l i g h t o n t h e r o l e o f S u b h a s 
C h a n d r a B o s e ' s (1897-1945) I n d i a n N a t i o n a l A r m y i n t h e I n d i a n I n 
d e p e n d e n c e s t r u g g l e — a s u b j e c t w h i c h is o f t e n m a r g i n a l i z e d i n m a i n 
s t r e a m n a r r a t i v e s . A l s o , o n e n o t i c e s t h a t s h e h a s f o c u s e d e x c l u s i v e l y o n 
N o r t h I n d i a n H i n d u p e r s p e c t i v e s o n t h e status o f w o m e n . O n e c a n n o t 
b u t w o n d e r at t h e t o t a l a b s e n c e o f S o u t h I n d i a n / M u s l i m / C h r i s t i a n / 
U n t o u c h a b l e p e r s p e c t i v e s . O n t h e w h o l e , h o w e v e r , H u b e l ' s b o o k 
Whose Indiai The Independence Struggle in British and Indian Fiction and 
History is l u c i d a n d c o n v i n c i n g . It p r o v i d e s a n e s s e n t i a l a n d t i m e l y 
p o s t c o l o n i a l i s t f e m i n i s t p e r s p e c t i v e to B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m a n d I n d i a n 
n a t i o n a l i s m . It is a w e l c o m e a d d i t i o n to t h e g r o w i n g c o r p u s o f c r i t i c a l 

w o r k s o n t h e I n d i a n I n d e p e n d e n c e s t n i g g l e . 
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