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JL 1 E W A S C A L L E D the R a b b i t because h e was shor t a n d stout, 
a n d w h e n he was ne rvous his nose used to twi tch . H e was nervous 
very of ten . I d o n ' t t h i n k h e l i k e d t e a c h i n g o l d e r boys, b u t he was 
the best t eacher o f E n g l i s h left i n the w h o l e s c h o o l , a n d w h e n a l l 
o u r boys fa i l ed the subject at " A " L e v e l o n e year, he was b r o u g h t 
i n to t each us g r a m m a r . W e a l l t h o u g h t it w o u l d be b o r i n g bu t it 
wasn' t . H e l o v e d the subject, a n d even i f he d i d n ' t always suc
ceed , he t r i e d to m a k e us love it too . I suppose that 's at least h a l f 
way e n o u g h to m a k i n g a g o o d teacher. 

E v e n at l i t e ra ture h e was bet ter t h a n the large l e tha rg ic lady 
w h o was s u p p o s e d to teach it. T h e co l l ege , an A n g l i c a n establ ish
m e n t f o u n d e d by very earnest miss ionar ies over a h u n d r e d years 
ago, d i d n ' t l i k e h a v i n g ladies t each the mos t s e n i o r s tudents . B u t 
by n o w it h a d b e c o m e inev i tab le s ince m a l e graduates w o u l d n ' t 
c o m e for the salaries avai lable . R a b b i t was j u s t a loya l o l d boy w h o 
h a d n ' t g o n e very far; he was n o t a g radua te , so he was o n l y m e a n t 
to st ick to g r a m m a r , b u t he was ce r t a in ly m u c h bet ter a l l r o u n d 
than the lazy w o m a n . She used to m a k e us r ead eve ry th ing o u t 
l o u d to the b i t te r e n d , w h e t h e r we u n d e r s t o o d what we were 
r e a d i n g o r not , a n d t h e n she he r se l f r e a d out , f r o m a dog-ea red 
v o l u m e , a ted ious no te that we were s u p p o s e d to copy a n d l ea rn 
by hear t . R a b b i t o n the o t h e r h a n d w o u l d r e a d e x c i t i n g passages 
w h i c h he i n t r o d u c e d b e f o r e h a n d , r u m b u n c t i o u s verse a n d dra
mat ic prose , os tens ib ly for c o m p r e h e n s i o n bu t rea l ly I t h i n k to 
le t us share the en thus i a sm a n d the e x c i t e m e n t he h a d e x p e r i 
e n c e d h i m s e l f t h r o u g h such passages i n his d is tant y o u t h . H i s 
nose tw i t ched a lo t at such t imes, bu t he p l o u g h e d o n bravely a n d 
his s l igh t ly husky vo ice even b e c a m e resonan t as he th rew h i m s e l f 
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i n to his ro l e . T h e r e were o t h e r th ings o f course for us to be 
e x c i t e d abou t at that age, bu t o c c a s i o n a l l y he w o u l d succeed i n 
r o u s i n g o n e o r two boys a n d t h e n he w o u l d be happy. 

H e always p a i d p a r t i c u l a r a t t en t ion to the B u r g h e r s , the 
m i x e d , occa s iona l l y whi te , descendan ts o f the E u r o p e a n c o l o 
nists. W e h a d n o t i c e d this be fore w h e n we were y o u n g bu t h a d 
pu t it d o w n t h e n to f avour i t i sm because they were be t ter at t he i r 
E n g l i s h . N o w we t h o u g h t we k n e w the rea l reason, a n d we f o u n d 
it funny, b u t we ce r t a in ly d i d n ' t m i n d . M o s t o f us h a d b e e n 
t h r o u g h that sort o f p e r i o d ourselves, fo r m o r e o r less e x t e n d e d 
a n d m o r e o r less ser ious p e r i o d s , a n d i f R a b b i t was s t i l l s tuck i n 
the same groove , it was n o t h i n g to get w o r k e d u p about . In fact, 
we felt sorry for h i m because the n u m b e r o f B u r g h e r s h a d b e e n 
d e c r e a s i n g r a p i d l y ove r the years as they e m i g r a t e d to A u s t r a l i a 
to escape i n c r e a s i n g n a t i o n a l i s m . M o r e e x p e r i e n c e d ourselves by 
now, we felt it was h i g h t ime he b e g a n to b r a n c h out . 

N o t that R a b b i t ever ac tua l ly d i d a n y t h i n g , o r ever a l l o w e d 
h i m s e l f to be caught o u t i n any o b v i o u s l y u n t o w a r d behav iou r . A t 
the very most , he c o u l d be u n e x p e c t e d l y pe tu l an t i f a p a r t i c u l a r 
favouri te f a i l ed to p r o d u c e an essay o n t ime . T h e r e was a story, 
bu t o n l y o n e , that o n a t r i p w i t h the W i l d l i f e Soc ie ty he h a d , i n 
d r a w i n g L a w r e n c e ' s a t t en t ion to a b i r d , k e p t his a r m a r o u n d his 
s h o u l d e r for a susp ic ious ly l o n g t ime . T h a t , however , m i g h t have 
b e e n p u r e l y a c c i d e n t a l . It was the sort o f t h i n g that h a p p e n e d to 
L a w r e n c e a l l the t ime , a n d he h i m s e l f c l a i m e d i n d i g n a n t l y that 
he h a d b e e n total ly engrossed i n the b i r d a n d h a d n o t i c e d 
n o t h i n g ou t o f the o rd ina ry . 

L a w r e n c e o f course w o u l d n o t have a d m i t t e d it even i f h e h a d . 
H i s w h o l e l i fe was spent , i n c o n g r u o u s l y i n the l i g h t o f his per
sona l appea rance , i n a t t e m p t i n g to c o n f o r m to a v i s i o n o f h i m s e l f 
as a m a t u r e a n d m a s c u l i n e character . It was n o t s u r p r i s i n g that 
w h e n the lazy w o m a n finally left a n d was r e p l a c e d by a rea l 
English E n g l i s h teacher, h e was the first to fa l l hope less ly i n love 
w i t h her . M o s t o f the class f o l l o w e d s o o n after. B e i n g m o r e 
sensible , I d i d not , bu t it was ce r t a in ly very u n d e r s t a n d a b l e : she 
was a w o n d e r f u l p e r s o n fo r us to have, a n d a great c h a n g e f r o m 
a n y o n e we h a d e x p e r i e n c e d before . 

She was c a l l e d Jenny G m n d i g , w h i c h m a d e us t h i n k at first 
that the P r i n c i p a l h a d g o n e even m a d d e r t han usua l a n d got a 
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G e r m a n to teach us E n g l i s h , bu t that t u r n e d ou t to be o n l y h e r 
h u s b a n d . H e was w o r k i n g o n some pro jec t i n C o l o m b o , a n d they 
h a d t aken a house near the s c h o o l , a n d she h a d w a n t e d to keep 
he r se l f o c c u p i e d . F r o m the first, she ins is ted o n h a r d work , 
n u m e r o u s essays, a n d i n f o r m e d a n d in t e l l igen t , as she stressed, 
d iscuss ions i n the c l a s s room, a n d after very l i t t le resistance, she 
got what she wan ted . It was n o t that she was beau t i fu l , bu t i n a 
r a the r sha rp way she was attractive, a n d i n a r a the r sha rp way too 
she c o u l d also be devas ta t ing i f y o u d i d n o t r e s p o n d to e i the r h e r 
d e m a n d s o r h e r a t t ract ions . L a w r e n c e was the first to suffer, a n d 
he took it l i k e a l a m b a n d p r o m p t l y b u c k l e d d o w n to w o r k a n d 
a d o r a t i o n . S o o n after that we were a l l c o n c e n t r a t i n g h a r d e r t han 
we h a d d o n e fo r years. 

F r o m the first, she a n d R a b b i t got o n very w e l l . H e was shy bu t 
she i g n o r e d that, a n d he always f o l l o w e d whereve r a n d w h e n e v e r 
a n y o n e l e d . F u r t h e r m o r e , she t rea ted h i m w i t h m o r e appa ren t 
respect t han I t h i n k a n y o n e h a d d o n e fo r a l o n g t ime . L i k e a l l o f 
us, she d e c i d e d ear ly o n that the P r i n c i p a l was qu i t e b e y o n d the 
pale . W e h a d n o V i c e - P r i n c i p a l at the t ime , a n d R a b b i t was mean t 
to be nex t i n l i n e because o f seniori ty . B u t no-one h a d p rev ious ly 
t rea ted h i m as a figure o f authori ty , least o f a l l the P r i n c i p a l , w h o 
m a d e n o bones abou t the fact that he h a d desp i sed the p o o r 
t w i t c h i n g crea ture . J enny , however, m a n a g e d to be b o t h pro tec
tive a n d respectful somehow, a n d the R a b b i t b l o o m e d benea th 
h e r a t t en t ion . T h e r e was o n e m e m o r a b l e m o m e n t w h e n the 
P r i n c i p a l sent a message t h r o u g h a boy that his wife h a d c o m 
p l a i n e d that the noise f r o m o u r class was d i s t u r b i n g her, a n d that 
R a b b i t s h o u l d stop it fo r thwi th . J e n n y was wi th h i m w h e n the 
message a r r ived , a n d she pos i t ive ly e x p l o d e d , a n d was w o n d e r 
fu l ly rude , a lmos t fo r us to hear, abou t i n t e r f e r i n g ha r r i dans a n d 
i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l o l d m e n . R a b b i t s i m p e r e d a n d t r i e d to s top her, 
his nose t w i t c h i n g madly , bu t it was c l ea r to everyone that he was 
h a v i n g the t ime o f his l i fe . 

J enny , however, w o u l d p r o b a b l y have res t ra ined h e r r emarks 
h a d she no t by n o w m a d e u p h e r m i n d that she w o u l d be l eav ing . 
I t h i n k she en joyed t e a c h i n g o u r class bu t l o w e r d o w n , she h a d 
sa id to Rabb i t , w h o occas iona l l y d iscussed such matters wi th 
us, that there was n o c o h e r e n t p l a n o f w o r k a n d she f o u n d it 
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i m p o s s i b l e to teach w i t h o u t o n e . She h a d fa i r ly r ecen t ly r e c e i v e d 
a d i p l o m a i n t e ach ing , a n d she o b v i o u s l y f o u n d u n e n d u r a b l e the 
chao t i c c o n f u s i o n t h o u g h w h i c h we h a d chee r fu l ly su rv ived so 
far. She was n ice to us abou t it, b u t she m a d e it c lea r that she 
w o u l d n o t be r e t u r n i n g the f o l l o w i n g t e rm. 

R a b b i t d i d n o t c o m e back ei ther . I n the course o f the ho l idays , 
f r iends l i v i n g nea r t h e m t o l d us t h a t j e n n y a n d h e r h u s b a n d d i d 
n o t seem to be ge t t i ng o n too w e l l . T h e n it t u r n e d o u t that they 
h a d never b e e n m a r r i e d at a l l . T h e nex t we h e a r d was t h a t j e n n y 
h a d m a r r i e d R a b b i t — a c h u r c h c e r e m o n y na tu ra l ly for he was a 
devou t A n g l i c a n , bu t q u i e t l y a n d w i t h o u t a fuss. W e were aston
i s hed bu t b e i n g boys we t o o k it a l l p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y a n d wrote 
a l toge ther to wish t h e m w e l l . W e said that we w o u l d miss t h e m 
b o t h , a n d we m e a n t b o t h that a n d o u r fervent g o o d wishes mos t 
s incere ly . 

W e got a c h a r m i n g no te b a c k i n v i t i n g us to d r o p i n o n t h e m i f 
we were pass ing by. Rabb i t c ame f r o m an a rea jus t b e y o n d G a l l e , 
a n d they were g o i n g o f f there to set u p a guest-house. W e h e a r d 
o f t h e m o n a n d o f f after that f r o m m e m b e r s o f staff, a n d once 
R a b b i t even d r o p p e d i n to see us o n a visit to C o l o m b o . H e 
s e e m e d h a p p i e r t han he h a d b e e n fo r years, a n d the business was 
appa ren t l y t h r i v i n g a n d the i r b u i l d i n g s e x p a n d i n g u n d e r j e n n y ' s 
eff ic ient m a n a g e m e n t . L a w r e n c e affected to be s l igh t ly d u b i o u s 
abou t the w h o l e business, bu t I t o l d h i m he h a d n o c a l l to be 
j e a l o u s . 

It was a year o r two la ter that I c a m e across a sma l l i t e m i n the 
papers , to the effect that the p o l i c e h a d h a d to r a i d the establ ish
ment . A few fore igners a n d some o f the l o c a l fisher boys were to 
be c h a r g e d w i t h the m a k i n g o f an i n d e c e n t film. T h e r e was n o 
m e n t i o n that the p r o p r i e t o r s o f the p remises were i n any way 
i n v o l v e d . 

T h i n k i n g abou t it later, I f o u n d it d i f f i cu l t to be l i eve t h a t j e n n y 
w o u l d no t have b e e n aware o f a n y t h i n g a n d eve ry th ing that was 
g o i n g o n u n d e r h e r charge . B u t I r e f l ec ted that the i m p o r t a n t 
t h i n g was that R a b b i t s h o u l d c o n t i n u e to be happy. Desp i t e this 
l i t t le d i s tu rbance , I was s o m e h o w c o n v i n c e d that, w i t h h i m u n d e r 
J e n n y ' s expe r t m a n a g e m e n t , there was n o n e e d to wor ry abou t 
h i m . 


