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M I C H A E L G . C O O K E 

1934-1990 

W e are saddened deeply by the death of Professor M i c h a e l 
G . Cooke, a distinguished authority on Engl ish R o m a n t i 
cism and A f r o - A m e r i c a n , A f r i c a n , and Car ibbean l i tera
ture, w h o graciously had agreed to be co-editor of 
ARIEL'S forthcoming special issue o n C o m m o n w e a l t h 
D r a m a . 

M i c h a e l Cooke was B i r d W h i t e H o u s u m Professor of 
Engl i sh Li terature at Y a l e University , where he served as 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, Associate C h a i r m a n 
of the Engl ish Department, and M a s t e r of T r u m b e l l 
College. H e is the author of several books, i n c l u d i n g Afro-
American Literature in the Twentieth Century: The 
Achievement of Intimacy, The Romantic Will, and The 
Blind Man Traces the Circle: On the Patterns and Phil
osophy of Byron's Poetry. I n 1988, he was the d r i v i n g 
force behind the founding at Y a l e of T h e C o m m o n 
W e a l t h of Letters, an international alliance of literary 
scholars w o r k i n g i n the literatures written i n Engl ish 
throughout the wor ld . 

I n his passing, we lost a w a r m friend, an inspiring teacher, 
a n d a bri l l iant scholar. W e a l l miss h i m . 


