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New Life 
I am mudbound 
i n memory 
moon's glow upon 
the bank 
the r iver halves us 

I am i n a myr iad country 
it's different here 
facing the cold & storms 
land of no return 

I pace the d im stars 
note how the evenings 
grow shorter — 
darker 

a l l vestiges 
of the new life 

I yearn s t i l l 
for the buttressed domain 
of s i lk cotton and mangrove 

trade winds shouting 
famil iar voices 

echoes a l l around 

C y r i l Dabydeen 


