
A R I E L 
A Review of International English Literature 

Editor George Wing 

Articles on 

AUSTRALIAN FICTION • BAXTER 

JOHNSTON • MATHERS • NEW ZEALAND WRITING 

WHITE 

By 

JOHN & ROSE MARIE BESTON • VINCENT BUCKLEY 

CHARLES DOYLE • ADRIAN MITCHELL 

TREVOR REEVES • GEOFFREY THURLEY 

Poems by 

FLEUR ADCOCK • BRUCE BEAVER 

VINCENT BUCKLEY • ALEXANDER CRAIG 

BRUCE DAWE • MIKE DOYLE • GWEN HARWOOD 

A. D. HOPE • LOUIS JOHNSON • EVAN JONES 

D. S. LONG • IAN REID • PHILIP ROBERTS 

R. A. SIMPSON • CHRIS WALLACE-CRABBE 

Reviews 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY 
VOLUME 5 NUMBER 3 JULY 1974 



Malcolm Lo wry 
A Biography 

Douglas Day 

"Scrupulous and level headed . . . . fairminded and sensible to a 
degree quite remarkable in an academic biographer of a contemporary 
figure . . . . Lowry, as Day presents him, flawed, hopeful, impossible, is 
always believable, a genuine portrait of the artist as both a young 
dog and an old monster.' — A. Alvarez in the New York Times 
Book Review. Illustrated £ 5 . 

Keats and Embarrassment 
Christopher Ricks 

'Professor Ricks is perhaps the most tactful critical analyst of poetic 
language we now have. The new insight he offers us into the sensuous and 
intellectual organization of the "Eve of St. Agnes" and the "Ode to 
Autumn" is startling, brilliant, and authoritative.' — A.S. Byatt in 
the Daily Telegraph. £3 .75 

John Cowper Powys 

Novelist 

Glen Cavaliero 

'No other English novelist, 1 believe, has delineated more subtly and 
more convincingly the interrelation of the imaginative world within man 
and the natural world outside him . . . . Mr. Cavaliero's treatment of the 
individual works is always firmly critical, and exact in its relation of 
them to the English tradition and to English thought and society. His 
descriptions are panoramic and, in two or three cases, quite 
extraordinary in catching in summary the sweep and feeling of these com
plex, overwhelming monsters." — Angus Wilson in The Observer. £ 2 . 5 0 

Golden Coggers 
Biographical Speculat ions 

Richard Ellmann 

'Mr. Ellmann is a very good critic . . . . His practice is so skilful, his 
acquaintance with the literary history of the past hundred years or so 
impeccable, and his style so unobtrusively elegant, that one is almost 
wholly won over.' — Bernard Bergonzi in The Observer. £ 3 . 5 0 

Oxford 



ARIEL 
A REVIEW OF INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH 

LITERATURE 

VOLUME FIVE NUMBER THREE JULY 1974 

CONTENTS 

The Many Mansions: Recent Australian Fiction 

New Poems by: Fleur Adcock, Bruce Beaver, Vincent 
Buckley, Alexander Craig, Bruce Dawe, Mike 
Doyle, Gwen Harwood, A. D. Hope, Louis John
son, Evan Jones, D. S. Long, Ian Reid, Philip 
Roberts, R. A. Simpson and Chris Wallace-Crabbe 38 

My Brother Jack: an Australian Masterpiece? 
by Geoffrey Thurley 61 

James K. Baxter: In Quest of the Just City 
by Charles Doyle 81 

The Theme of Spiritual Progression in Voss 
by John and Rose Marie Beston 99 

by Adrian Mitchell 5 

A Survey of Recent New Zealand Writing 
by Trevor Reeves 16 

Peter Mathers' Trap by Vincent Buckley 115 

Reviews and Books Received 128 

Notes on Contributors 135 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY 

ARIEL is published in January, April, July 
and October by The University of Calgary 

EDITOR GEORGE WING 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Ian Adam 
George Arms (U.S.A.) 
James Black 
C. B. Christesen 

(Australia) 
H. H. Anniah Gowda 

(India) 
Earl F. Guy 

Wilson Harris 
(West Indies) 

A. Norman Jeff ares (U.K.) 
John Stephen Martin 
Grant McGregor 
Ezekiel Mphahlele (Africa) 
Anthony G. Petti 
Christopher Wiseman 

MSS. should be submitted to the editor in accordance 
with the MLA Style Sheet and be accompanied by 
Canadian stamps or International Coupons. No 
responsibility can be accepted for loss of MSS. 

Orders and other business matters should be address
ed to the Secretary, ARIEL, The University of 
Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2N 1N4. 

Price $1.50 per copy. Subscription $6.00 per annum 
post free. Back numbers on request. 

Copyright © 1973 The Board of Governors 
The University of Calgary 

ISSN 0004-1327 

Second Class Mail — Registration Number 3049 

Printed by McAra Printing Limited, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 



EDITORIAL 

Putting together this special issue on Australian and 
New Zealand literature has not been an easy task. First, 
and most important, was the difficulty of meeting and 
reconciling the separate demands of two distinct litera
tures and traditions. It has become evident to us that 
ARIEL could well, had space allowed, have profitably 
devoted individual issues to both Australia and New Zea
land writing. Secondly, editing such a number from 
Canada, so far removed from its sources in both space 
and time, has proved awkward, especially as we have 
experienced postal strikes at crucial times. These, and 
other problems, have meant that we have not been able 
to include certain material we had expected to receive. 
We are pleased, however, that what is contained in this 
special issue embodies something of the range, energy and 
quality of contemporary writing in Australia and New 
Zealand. 

It would be invidious to try to thank all those who 
have helped us, but we feel we must express our partic
ular gratitude to Vincent Buckley, Mike Doyle and Trevor 
Reeves, whose contributions to this issue of ARIEL, quite 
apart from what they have written in its pages, have been 
great. 

Grant McGregor 
Christopher Wiseman 




