
Grainne N i Mhaille 
(County Mayo) 

W h e n Grace O'Mal ley , pirate 
sea-queen and castle builder, 
m u c h captured and escaped 
found her seaway up the Thames 
to El izabeth 's Presence, 
she was put questions about 
loyal ty and liegeman's aims. 

A translator made the two 
acquainted, Grace sixty-three 
c la iming s t i l l and yet she could 
sai l a galley, rule a crew, 
would but H e r R o y a l Highness 
license the fire and the sword 
to guard Ireland's western coast. 

I get the fey picture of 
two queens, one jewelled and most 
golden i n velvet and lace — 
powder pale — and the other 
more leather than lavender, 
beyond concern for her face, 
a l l stance, stride, a l l seaworthy. 

C a n ' t y o u hear some old courtier 
jealous of his young missy 
page her f r o m Grace's s traight side 
ask ing then " W h o was that knight 
I seen y o u w i t h last, W i f e ? " 
getting for reply " T h a t was 
no knight , that was a L a d y . " 
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