NEW FROM METHUEN @

THE AIR OF REALITY: NEW ESSAYS
ON HENRY JAMES

Edited by John Goode

There is a new generation of critics with a particular interest in Henry
James, and it is the intention of this collection of original essays to give
a representative sample of its flavour. Using a wide variety of methods,
ranging from close reading to detailed historical placing, the contributors
are provocative and radical. They include John Lucas on Washington
Square, Juliet Mitchell on What Maisie Knew, Gabriel Pearson on
The Golden Bowl, Bernard Richards on The Ambassadors and The
Sacred Fount and — in what amounts to a major statement on the
art of fiction — D. J. Gordon and John Stokes on The Tragic Muse.

£4.85

JOHN DONNE: ESSAYS IN GELEBRATION
Edited by A. J. Smith

This volume honours the 400th anniversary of Donne’s birth with
sixteen original essays from various hands. These discuss his reputation,
the circulation of his poems in manuscript, his use of rhetoric, many
different aspects of his verse, the influence of Machiavelli and several
other topics. Together they reflect the great variety of scholarship in
Donne studies and form a valuable and original conspectus of recent
work. £6.00

THE EIGHTEENTH-GENTURY
ENGLISH STAGE

Edited by Kenneth Richards and Peter Thomson

The eighteenth century produced more inventive actors than fine
dramatists, and it displayed its actors to increasing advantage as
theatre management became more expert, and stage design more
ambitious. The eleven papers collected here, originally read at a
Manchester University symposium in July 1971, follow this historical
emphasis. The book’s particular value lies in its bringing together
several well-informed explorations of often neglected aspects of
eighteenth-century theatre. £3.50

Now available as a University Paperback

The Arden Shakespeare

THE TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA
Edited by Clifford Leech

The first paperback edition of the Arden text. November




RENAISSANCE
STUDIES

Six Essays

Edited by
I. D. McFARLANE

A. H. ASHE D. D. R. OWEN

The six essays in this volume offer a valuable contribution to Renaissance
studies by distinguished scholars in the field and are mainly concerned
with Neo-Latin writings and the French poetry of the Pléiade and its
satellites. J. IJsewnN contributes an edition of a hitherto unpublished
work of Alexander Hegius, who is currently receiving increased critical
attention. I. D. McFARLANE offers a preliminary history of George
Buchanan’s Psalm paraphrases, which should stimulate further interest and
research in the motivation and sources of that outstanding humanist.
GRrAHAME CASTOR explores the key theme of illusion on Ronsard’s poetry,
while MaLcoLm QUAINTON concerns himself with problems of sources in
Jean-Antoine de Baif, who until recently has not received as much atten-
tion as his work merits. CHRISTOPHER SMITH reassesses the tragedies of
Jacques de la Taille at an opportune moment in view of the present re-
appraisal of Neoclassical tragedy in Renaissance France. The volume is
completed by a bibliographical note by PETER SHARRATT, who reports the
discovery of an unknown Amyot edition.

Royal 8vo 124 pages £1.75 SBN 7011 18384 9
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The Approach to Fiction:

Good and Bad Readings of Novels

Douglas Hewitt
Lecturerin the Department of Extra-Mural Studies
University of Oxford

Novels are very varied ; any attempt to produce a comprehensive

theory of fiction ends in distorting books to fitit. Douglas Hewitt’s study
therefore sets out to consider what are the right and wrong ways to
approach the different types of novel. Throughout it stresses both the
ways in which writers try to make us see their novels aright, and the
responsibility of readers to respond to these directions. Mr Hewitt uses
The Way We Live Now, Little Dorritt and Crotchet Castle as the starting
points for his detailed analyses, and the book is illustrated by reference
to a wide range of nineteenth- and twentieth-century English,

American and European novels. £3.00

Twentieth Century
Literary Criticism

A Reader
David Lodge
Lecturer in the Department of English, University of Birmingham

This Reader meets areal need in collecting between the covers of a

single volume representative work by fifty modern literary critics of the

twentieth century. While the basic orientation of the anthology is

towards English and American literature and criticism, certain

continental European writers are included, whose ideas have

influenced Anglo-American criticism. The editor’s aim has been to

select essays and extracts which are not merely examples of good

critical writing, but which also illustrate distinctive and contrasting

critical methods.

The contents are arranged chronologically, allowing the reader to

follow the historical development of modern criticism; but alternative

lists of contents are provided which group the materials according to

the topics or genres discussed and according to the critical method

adopted. The historical and methodological significance of each item is

further brought outin the editor’s introductions which give concise

biographical and bibliographical information about each author.
£3.00

)
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Maria Edgeworth
A Literary Biography
Marilyn Butler

Maria Edgeworth has been variously described as founder of the

regional novel, as an influence on Scott, even as a more important novelist
than Jane Austen. This, the first full-scale biography and literary study,

is based on unpublished material and throws fresh life on her personal and
literary life. 5 plates £6.50

The Mystery of Edwin Drood

Charles Dickens
Edited by Margaret Cardwell

The Mystery of Edwin Drood is the second volume to appear in the

Clarendon Dickens, and the first edition to present texts based on all available

evidence and freed from the corruptions of modern reprints. An introduction

traces the history of composition; the appendixes include reproductions

of manuscript plans and notes on the illustrations. All Fildes’s illustrations

and Collins’s original sketch for the cover are reproduced. 1drawing 16 plates
£4.50

Out of Battle

The Poetry of the Great War
Jon Silkin

‘Silkin’s pity and indignation are held on a tight leash of reason and fairness
and they never slop over into sentimentality or rant; it is an honest

and honourable book and it should find a permanent place in the literature
dealing with the Great War.” — VERNON SCANNELL in the New Sratesman. £5

An Introduction to the Australian Novel

1830-1930
Barry Argyle

This book analyses eleven novels to establish their Australian qualities

and relate them to the older English and European traditions. The author
believes that Australian literature is as accessible and rewarding to
foreigners as to Australians, and that recent writers like Patrick White,
Martin Boyd, and Randolph Stow are writing within a tradition longer and
more varied than is usually admitted. £4

Oxford University Press



The Ballad and the Folk
DAVID BUCHAN
Department of English Studies, University of Stirling, Scotland

Examines the ballad, and relates it closely to the society which
produced it. The study focuses on the regional tradition of the
Northeast of Scotland, the most fertile ballad area in Britain, and
combines both social history and literary analysis. Provides a
convincing explanation of the ballads’ perennial appeal and an
answer to the ‘ballad enigma’. £4.50

Interpretations
Essays on Twelve English Poems
EDITED BY JOHN WAIN

Contributors: A. Alvarez, G. C. Martin, Richard Sleight, L. D.
Lerner, Christopher Gillie, Charles Tomlinson, W. W. Robson,
Donald Davie, D. E. Ward, lain Fletcher, Joseph Margolis, John
Wain, G. S. Fraser. 2nd edition cloth £2.50 paper 90p

THE CRITICAL HERITAGE SERIES

Robert Southey

EDITED BY LIONEL MADDEN £7.00
Bibliographer, Victorian Studies Centre, University of Leicester

Milton 1732-1801
EDITED BY JOHN SHAWCROSS £6.00
Professor of English, City University, New York

Crabbe
EDITED BY ARTHUR POLLARD £6.50
Professor of English, University of Hull

Canadian Agents:

General Publishing Co. Ltd., 30 Lesmill Road, Don Mills
Ontario
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