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Essays in 
Critical Dissent 
F. W. Bateson 
In the twenty- four sceptical essays col lected here, 
F. W . Bateson tackles the modern 'Eng . Lit. industry' 
w i th his customary v igour and wit . The longest sect ion. 
The Philistinism of Research, attacks the various 
tendencies in the scholarly study of English literature 
today — source hunt ing , analytical bibl iography, the 
l inguistic approach — t h a t a t t e m p t t o a p p l y t o i t the 
methods of science irrespective of aesthetic 
considerations ; a further section is intended to illustrate 
the central role of an author's intentions in literature. 
The col lect ion ends w i t h some considerat ion of the 
teaching and examination of English literature at the 
modern university. Togetherthey make a spirited 
polemic. 

The essays, revised for this co l lec t ion , are d r a w n from a 
w i d e variety of sources, Engl ish, A m e r i c a n and 
European ; t w o articles and the Introduction have been 
specially written and appear for the f i r s t t ime . 

C a s e d £ 2 . 7 5 n e t 
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