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H e was p i c k i n g coal f r o m a t ip 

W h e n I passed his bent back. 

H i s smal l daughter squatted 

Beside a ha l f f i l led sack, 

H o l d i n g i t against the slope 

O f the d r i b b l i n g slag. 

T h e sky was younger then 

A n d life was a b o w l o f shadows 

I n a val ley o f faded days, 

A n d I was too y o u n g for the mask 

O f depression w h i c h that m a n carried 

O n his t h i n , u n e m p l o y e d face. 

P i t . A s imple w o r d 

W i t h black connotat ions — 

A bib le w o r d between covers 

T h a t are always dark . 
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Word
Pit. A simple word
With black connotations ­
A bible word between covers
That are always dark.

Free 001
He was picking coal from a tip
When I passed his bent back.
His small daughter squatted
Beside a half filled sack,
Holding it against the slope
Of the dribbling slag.
The sky was younger then
And life was a bowl of shadows
In a valley of faded days,
And I was too young for the mask
Of depression which that man carried
On his thin, unemployed face.
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