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but F a n n y , difHdent a n d meek, w h o offers this d a r i n g defiance. 
M a r y C r a w f o r d does n o t defy the o p i n i o n s o f the w o r l d ; she 
exemplifies them. 

I n the last chapter the narrat ive completes its c u r v e ; a l l the 
i ronies stand revealed and take us back to the o p e n i n g chapter : 
the reversal o f accepted values is complete . I f the encompass ing 
i r o n y o f the n o v e l is that F a n n y alone is free, the stress is always 
o n the difficulty o f a c h i e v i n g such f reedom against the fo rmidab le 
pressures o f t ime and place a n d circumstance. 

Below the Ghat 
B e l o w the ghat where the bodies 
are b u r n t o n the funeral pyres 
the turtles s l o w l y g l ide a n d dream 
laz i ly beneath the water , 
replete w i t h remnants o f flesh 
not c o n s u m e d by the flames. 

Inside the T o w e r o f Silence 
the g lu t tonous vul tures savagely 
tear at their prey, w h i l e h i g h 
above t h e m eagles, kites a n d buzzards 
w h e e l , anxious ly w a i t i n g to seize 
the meagre leavings o f the feast. 

U n d e r the c h u r c h y a r d the w o r m s 
softly p e r f o r m i n the darkness 
the same service as turtles a n d b i rds . 
F o r one expect ing a C h r i s t i a n b u r i a l 
their b l i n d ins id ious in f i l t ra t ion 
seems the most d i squ ie t ing o f a l l . 
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