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JACQUES CINQ-MARS (1942 – 2021)
Jacques Cinq-Mars was one of the cohort of archaeologists
attending the University of Wisconsin Madison in the
contemporaries were W.N. (Bill) Irving, Donald W. Clark,
Richard Morlan, William B. Workman, Roger Powers, and

at the late prehistoric village site of Klo-kut, upriver of
of Man, and his crew that summer also included Lazarus
Charlie, B. Charlie, and J. Joe from Old Crow. This was the
summer National Museum of Nature palaeontologist C.R.
(Dick) Harington and Peter Lord from Old Crow discovered

Gotthardt).

were the early days of archaeological impact assessment
response to large-scale oil and gas and hydro projects. And
Irving and Harington to carry out survey in the Old Crow
Jacques assisted fellow University of Wisconsin student
Dick Morlan in the excavations at Klo-kut, which was to
and along with Bill Irving and Dick Morlan, Jacques was
involved in reconnaissance and excavation in the northern
Yukon and reported on a survey he carried out on the upper
Porcupine River. It was during this period that Jacques
and his archaeological colleagues developed the lifelong

saw continued work at Yellow Lake and exploratory
interception site at Rat Indian Creek and the house pit site
at Old Chief Creek. Additional survey and excavation were
again carried out along the Mackenzie Mountain foothills
north of the Keele River and along the Mackenzie River
River. Jacques undertook survey in the Travaillant Lake/
surveyed the terrace systems around the Old Crow and

their research in the decades that followed.
Museum of Man, also undertook surveys in the Keele
River and Fort Good Hope area and carried out small-scale
excavations and surveys in the lake region to the west of
the Mackenzie River, including the initial work at Yellow

northern fringe of the Old Crow Flats with the assistance of
E. de Bock of the Canadian Wildlife Service.

clinker source (welded tuff in the contemporary reports).
Research in northern Yukon and the Mackenzie Valley
dissertation.
from the Government of Canada Task Force on Northern
Oil Development, to address the impacts of proposed oil
and gas pipeline development on the Mackenzie Corridor
created Archaeological Survey of Canada at the National
Museum of Man to head the surveys for the pipeline,
supported the research efforts of several well-known
northern archaeologists including Bryan Gordon, Donald

Hills clinker on sites in Yukon, the Mackenzie Corridor,
components dating to the early to mid-Holocene, which had
interesting implications for understanding manifestations

Caves evidence, Jacques sought the input and assistance of
Toronto. The NYRP coordinated the investigations of
palynology, and palaeontology, including a group of
set the stage for understanding the early human colonization
of Eastern Beringia and the history of human occupation
and geological information were of critical important for
the interpretation of the archaeological record. Jacques was
Associate Director and Co-Principal Investigator of NYRP
also held a half-time appointment as Lecturer in the

later. Lauriane Bourgeon, a PhD candidate from University
of Montreal, completed a re-dating and re-examination

were introduced to European approaches to the analysis and
his classes always required students to make a technical
given renewed consideration in the search for early human
presence in the Americas.
While Bill Irving concentrated on the search for
evidence of early human occupations along the Old Crow
the uplands around the Old Crow Basin at sites such as K
Ridge and Dog Creek, which were producing evidence of
extending to the late Pleistocene. As well, Jacques

recognized the immense potential of frozen caves in
northern Yukon to contain the evidence of late Pleistocene
partnership, University of Ottawa geologists Bernard
research at caves in the Bear Cave Mountain region of
northern Yukon spanning the period 1984–2000. For

research: Ron McFee (and later Terry Alldritt) mapping and
Flats and Raymond Le Blanc excavating at Rat Indian
Creek in the middle reaches of the Porcupine River. Jacques
in northern Yukon. Sheila Greer, Ruth Gotthardt, Ellen
Badone, Jane and Joan Dale, and Tom Andrews all

in hopes that these localities might have preserved traces
of human occupation contemporary with Bluefish.
Disappointingly, investigations of the caves and the terraces
did not identify any sites dating to the late glacial period.

archaeology at a wide range of northern sites including
plant or animal life during the last ice age. The Bear Cave
Rat Indian Creek, the windswept ancient lithic sites in the
the people of Old Crow, and throughout the investigations
Jacques ensured elders and students from Old Crow
Gwitchin First Nation Land Claim, this region, called
In the mid-1980s, Jacques also re-engaged in the
was in the course of these excavations that the evidence
Head of the Rescue Archaeology Programme and Curator
of Boreal Forest Archaeology at the Canadian Museum of

research and inventories in the Beaufort, Mackenzie
Valley, and Lancaster Sound regions for the CMC as part
of their involvement in the Northern Oil and Gas Action
inventories. Between 1990 and 1994, the work shifted to
testing and excavation of particular sites and the analysis
also undertook to develop capacity in heritage management
in the northern territories and promoted more formal

approaches to researcher consultation and involvement with
First Nations communities.
Although Jacques was transferred to the position of
,

as an avid reader and having a passion for the arts.
His grandfather, Alonzo Cinq-Mars, was a multipoetry, journalistic writings, and keen eye for the arts in

was expanding survey in the region east of the Crow Flats
in the Fishing Branch and Bear Cave Mountain area were
revisited to assist in protected area planning and planning
for future archaeological research in cave settings in this
region.

inclined to writing and photography and in later years,
the construction of a traditional maritime sailing dory.

a new interpretive centre focussing on the Beringian
in the territory to understand human migrations into
featured prominently in the Yukon Beringia Interpretive
Centre (YBIC). A near full-sized replica of Cave I was
constructed, recreating the activities of human hunters
that might have occurred there more than 20,000 years
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Beringia. It was characteristic of Jacques that he framed

small dispersed human groups to adapt to the high latitudes
of Northeast Asia and Northwest North America.
human dispersals into the Western Hemisphere led him

originating from the Balzi Rossi (Grimaldi) caves in Italy.

age to expand into new regions. More particularly germane
to the interpretation of the Bluefish Caves evidence,
Jacques pursued the evidence from European and Eurasian

With his long-time friend and colleague, Raymond Le
experimental approach, Ray and Jacques addressed the
question of adze-cut stumps in the archaeological record
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