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RICHARD MICHAEL DEBLICQUY (1930 – 2021)

Some people achieve legendary status in their lifetime. 
One such was Dick deBlicquy, a master practitioner of the 
DUW�RI�³RII�VWULS´�À\LQJ��WKDW�LV��RSHUDWLQJ�EXVK�DLUFUDIW�RII�
unprepared ground in the treeless Arctic. A quintessentially 
&DQDGLDQ�LQYHQWLRQ�DQG�SUDFWLFH��LW�LQYROYHV�ERWK�À\LQJ�VNLOO�
and correct assessment of terrain from the air, particularly 
LQ�SODFHV�ZKHUH�QR�RQH�KDG�ODQGHG�EHIRUH��,Q�WKLV�¿HOG�RI�
endeavour, Dick had few equals.

5LFKDUG�0LFKDHO�GH%OLFTX\�ZDV�ERUQ�RQ����0DUFK������
LQ�:LQQLSHJ�WR�LPPLJUDQW�SDUHQWV��,ULVK�ERUQ�/LOOLDQ��QpH�
0F0XOOHQ�� DQG�%HOJLDQ�ERUQ�0LFKDHO� GX5R\� GH%OLFTX\��
0LFKDHO�GH%OLFTX\� OHDUQHG� WR�À\� LQ� WKH�%HOJLDQ�DLU� IRUFH�
EHIRUH�HPLJUDWLQJ�LQ������WR�&DQDGD��ZKHUH�KH�ÀHZ�¿UVW�DV�
D�EXVK�SLORW�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�2QWDULR�DQG�4XHEHF��ODWHU�LQ�::,,�
as a test pilot on the De Havilland Mosquito. Son Dick grew 
up in Sioux Lookout, Trois Rivières, and Montreal. In 1948 
he joined the RCAF, trained as a navigator and served on 
an air photographic squadron active in the North. However, 
'LFN�VRRQ�UHDOL]HG�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�À\�SODQHV�KLPVHOI�VR�EHJDQ�
À\LQJ�OHVVRQV�DW�WKH�&DUS��2QWDULR��À\LQJ�FOXE��+H�UHVLJQHG�
IURP�WKH�5&$)�LQ������DQG�ZDV�LQYLWHG�E\�5XVVHOO�%UDGOH\��
whom he had met in Carp, to join his company, Bradley Air 
Services (BAS), as a pilot. A year later, Dick found himself 
À\LQJ�D�&HVVQD�����EHWZHHQ�UDGDU�VLWHV�RI�WKH�'LVWDQW�(DUO\�
Warning (DEW) Line, which was under construction on the 
northern mainland coast of Canada and with which BAS 
had a contract.

'LFN� ZDV� NHSW� EXV\� RQ� WKH� '(:� /LQH�� À\LQJ� QLJKW�
DQG�GD\��\HDU�URXQG��XQWLO�ODWH�������,Q�WKH�PHDQWLPH��WKH�
multi-talented and innovative pilot-engineer Welland W. 
�:HOG\�� 3KLSSV�ZDV� SHUIHFWLQJ� KLV� EUDLQFKLOG�� WKH� ODUJH��
ORZ�SUHVVXUH�WXQGUD�WLUH��ZKLFK�ZDV�WR�UHYROXWLRQL]H�EXVK�
À\LQJ�LQ�WKH�$UFWLF��0DWKHVRQ���������,Q������:HOG\�MRLQHG�
forces with Russ Bradley as chief of operations at BAS. 
7KH�¿UVW�DLUFUDIW�:HOG\�¿WWHG�ZLWK�WKH�³ELJ�ZKHHOV´�ZDV�WKH�
3LSHU�3$����6XSHU�&XE��,Q�WKH�VXPPHU�RI������'LFN�ÀHZ�
RQH�RI�WZR�6XSHU�&XEV�WKXV�HTXLSSHG��XQGHU�FRQWUDFW�ZLWK�
the Geological Survey of Canada, on Banks and Victoria 
,VODQGV��7KH�WZR�&XEV�PDGH�VRPH�����RII�VWULS�ODQGLQJV���

'LFN�VRRQ�WUDQVLWLRQHG�WR�ODUJHU�DLUFUDIW�¿WWHG�ZLWK�ELJ�
wheels, such as the De Havilland Canada DHC-2 Beaver 
and DHC-3 Otter. He further expanded his aeronautical 
horizon when, on a skiing holiday in Switzerland, he met 
Hermann Geiger, a Swiss pilot famed for operating light 
aircraft from glaciers. Geiger took Dick along on several 
JODFLHU� ÀLJKWV� LQ� WKH� $OSV�� 7KH� QH[W� \HDU� 'LFN� DSSOLHG�
WKH� H[SHULHQFH� JDLQHG� WR� JODFLHUV� RQ� $[HO� +HLEHUJ� DQG�
Ellesmere Islands in the Canadian High Arctic (Mikkelsen, 
������

0HDQZKLOH� 'LFN� KDG� REWDLQHG� KLV� KHOLFRSWHU� OLFHQFH�
DQG�LQ������EHJDQ�À\LQJ�KHOLFRSWHUV�RXWVLGH�WKH�&DQDGLDQ�
summer months in New Zealand. In fact, it was in New 
=HDODQG�LQ������WKDW�'LFN�PDUULHG�/RUQD�%UD\�1LFKROV��D�
Canadian woman pilot whom he had met in Ottawa.

,Q� WKH� SHULRG� ����±��� PRVW� RI� 'LFN¶V� À\LQJ� ZDV� LQ�
helicopters in Ontario and, in winter, in New Zealand. In 
2FWREHU������'LFN�DQG�/RUQD�VHWWOHG�LQ�7LPPLQV��2QWDULR��
ZKHUH� 'LFN� ZDV� EDVH� PDQDJHU� IRU� 3HJDVXV� +HOLFRSWHUV��
7KHLU�GDXJKWHU�(ODLQH�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ������

,Q� WKH�VSULQJ�RI������'LFN�UHWXUQHG� WR�KLV�¿UVW� ORYH²
¿[HG�ZLQJ�À\LQJ�LQ�WKH�$UFWLF²DQG�WKH�GH%OLFTX\�IDPLO\�
moved to Resolute on Cornwallis Island. Dick and Lorna 
joined Atlas Aviation, which Weldy Phipps had founded 
DIWHU� OHDYLQJ� %$6� LQ� ������:HOG\� FKHFNHG�'LFN� RXW� RQ�
WKH� WZLQ�WXUERSURS� 'H� +DYLOODQG� &DQDGD� '+&��� 7ZLQ�
2WWHU� �DOVR�¿WWHG�ZLWK�ELJ�ZKHHOV�� LQ�0D\�������2YHU� WKH�
QH[W����\HDUV�'LFN�ZDV�WR�ORJ�QHDUO\��������KRXUV�RQ�WKH�
7ZLQ�2WWHU�� VRPHWLPHV�ZLWK� /RUQD� LQ� WKH� FR�SLORW¶V� VHDW�
�0LNNHOVHQ�������

'LFN�UHPDLQHG�ZLWK�$WODV�XQWLO�������ZKHQ�:HOG\�VROG�
the company to Kenting Aviation and retired. Dick rejoined 
DQG�ERXJKW�D�¿QDQFLDO�VWDNH�LQ�%$6��$V�ZHOO�DV�FRQWLQXLQJ�
WR�À\� LQ� WKH�&DQDGLDQ�$UFWLF��'LFN� EHFDPH� LQFUHDVLQJO\�
involved in Twin Otter operations in Greenland. During his 
years with Atlas Dick had made several trips to northern 
*UHHQODQG��LQ�ERWK�WKH�2WWHU�DQG�WKH�7ZLQ�2WWHU��VXSSRUWLQJ�
VFLHQWL¿F� ¿HOGZRUN� DQG� H[SHGLWLRQV�� )DUWKHU� VRXWK�� WKH�
rugged, rocky terrain of western Greenland presented 
GLI¿FXOWLHV� IRU� EXLOGLQJ� FRQYHQWLRQDO� DLUVWULSV�� DQG� ODUJH�
KHOLFRSWHUV�ZHUH�XVHG�IRU�PRYLQJ�SHRSOH�DQG�JRRGV�EHWZHHQ�
FRPPXQLWLHV²DW� FRQVLGHUDEOH� H[SHQVH�� 7KH� &DQDGLDQ�
mining company Cominco had asked Dick to advise on the 

'LFN� GH%OLFTX\� DW� WKH� FRQWUROV� RI� D� 'H� +DYLOODQG� &DQDGD� 2WWHU�� �����
(Photographer unknown).
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IHDVLELOLW\� RI� VHUYLFLQJ� WKHLU�PLQH� QHDU�0DUPRULOLN�ZLWK�
STOL (short take-off and landing) aircraft. He found two 
RII�VWULS�VLWHV�VXLWDEOH�IRU�WKH�7ZLQ�2WWHU�QHDU�WKH�PLQH�DQG��
IXUWKHU�D¿HOG�� LGHQWL¿HG�SODFHV�QHDU�VHYHUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�
VHUYHG� E\� KHOLFRSWHU�� ZKHUH� LQH[SHQVLYH�� VKRUW� DLUVWULSV�
IRU� WKH�7ZLQ�2WWHU�FRXOG�EH�FRQVWUXFWHG��+RZHYHU��ZKLOH�
acknowledging that the cost savings realized in using Twin 
2WWHUV�LQ�SODFH�RI�KHOLFRSWHUV�ZHUH�VLJQL¿FDQW��WKH�'DQLVK�
*UHHQODQGLF� DXWKRULWLHV� UHEXIIHG�'LFN¶V�SURSRVDOV�� FLWLQJ�
FRQFHUQV�ZLWK�SRVVLEO\�LQDGHTXDWH�DLUSRUW�IDFLOLWLHV�DV�ZHOO�
DV��SHUKDSV��ODFNLQJ�D�IXOO�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�7ZLQ�2WWHU¶V�
672/�FDSDELOLWLHV��0LNNHOVHQ�������

Yet Dick did not return home from his Greenland 
YHQWXUH�HPSW\�KDQGHG��$W� WKH�6¡QGUH�6WURPIMRUG�DLUEDVH�
(Kangerlussuaq) he noted the massive, four-engined 
/RFNKHHG�&�����+HUFXOHV� WUDQVSRUW� DLUFUDIW� XVHG� E\� WKH�
U.S. Air Force for re-supplying the two DEW Line sites 
on the Inland Ice of Greenland. Realizing that the C-130 
FRXOG� EH� UHSODFHG� E\� WKH� 7ZLQ� 2WWHU�� 'LFN� SURSRVHG� D�
GHPRQVWUDWLRQ��7KH�XSVKRW�ZDV� WKH�DZDUG��E\� WKH�86$)��
of a lucrative contract to BAS that ran for 2½ years, until 
the local airline, Greenlandair, purchased their own Twin 
2WWHUV��0LNNHOVHQ�������

'LFN� FRQWLQXHG� WR� À\� LQ� WKH�$UFWLF� DQG� HOVHZKHUH� IRU�
DQRWKHU����\HDUV��VRPHWLPHV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�/RUQD��,Q������
WKH\�ÀHZ�D�7ZLQ�2WWHU�LQ�IDPLQH�UHOLHI�LQ�(WKLRSLD��6DGO\��
their marriage did not last; it was dissolved in 1992. A true 
WUDLOEOD]HU�LQ�ZRPHQ¶V�DYLDWLRQ��/RUQD�FDUYHG�RXW�D�FDUHHU�
of her own, winning the Trans-Canada (McKee) Trophy 
for her aeronautical achievements in 1993 and the Order of 
&DQDGD�LQ�������6KH�GLHG�LQ������

'LFN¶V�À\LQJ�FDUHHU�HQGHG�LQ�������ZKHQ�KH�UHWLUHG�ZLWK�
D� SKHQRPHQDO� ������� KRXUV� LQ� KLV� ORJERRN� �0LNNHOVHQ��

������� ,Q� UHWLUHPHQW� 'LFN� KDXQWHG� WKH� SXEOLF� OLEUDULHV�
wherever he lived and pursued many interests, such as solar, 
wind, and tidal energy and climate change, particularly in 
the Arctic. For much of the time he lived in southern Wales 
with his great friend Margaret Jones, who owned a cluster 
RI�KROLGD\�FRWWDJHV�WKDW�KH�KHOSHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ��,Q������'LFN�
VHWWOHG�LQ�8[EULGJH��2QWDULR��WR�EH�QHDU�KLV�GDXJKWHU�(ODLQH�

'LFN�FRQWUDFWHG�EDFWHULDO�PHQLQJLWLV� LQ� WKH�VXPPHU�RI�
������$IWHU�D�EULHI� LOOQHVV��KH�GLHG�RQ���$XJXVW��DJHG�����
+H�LV�VXUYLYHG�E\�(ODLQH�GH%OLFTX\�DQG�KLV�ORQJWLPH�IULHQG�
Margaret Jones (Manordeilo, Wales).
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