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'U��$UWKXU�:DOWHU�0DQV¿HOG�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�/RQGRQ��(QJODQG��
in 1926 and received his education at Rutlish Grammar 
6FKRRO��0HUWRQ� DQG� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\� RI� &DPEULGJH� �8.���
ZKHUH� KH� JUDGXDWHG� LQ� 1DWXUDO� 6FLHQFHV� LQ� ������ +H�
obtained his PhD in 1958 from McGill University. He 
WKHQ� EHJDQ� KLV� VFLHQWL¿F� FDUHHU� DW� WKH� $UFWLF� %LRORJLFDO�
6WDWLRQ��$%6��RI�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�&DQDGD¶V�'HSDUWPHQW�
of Fisheries and Oceans, nestled on the edge of the 
Macdonald campus of McGill University on the West 
Island of Montreal. In 1963 he and his family (wife Joan, 
children Andrew, Elizabeth, Hugh) moved from downtown 
Montreal to the rural community of Choisy, Quebec, taking 
up residence in a former duck hunting lodge on the Lake 
of Two Mountains of the Ottawa River. He continued to 
ZRUN� DW� WKH�$%6�� UHWLULQJ� DIWHU� ��� \HDUV� RI� VHUYLFH� DQG�
subsequently enjoyed many years of piloting gliders and 
tow planes, sculling on the waters just outside his back 
door, cycling in the early summer mornings, and cross-
country skiing in winter months in the company of Jessie, 
KLV� EHORYHG�/DEUDGRU� UHWULHYHU��+LV� GHDWK� DW� ��� \HDUV� RI�
age on June 25, 2020, was remarkable considering his life 
H[SHFWDQF\�DW�ELUWK�ZDV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����\HDUV�RI�DJH�

Arthur’s interest in zoology and animal behaviour 
began with summer work on a farm as a young lad in 
Great Britain. At a time when money was tight, he was 
fortunate to have had excellent teachers who recognized his 
intellectual talents, dedication to hard work, and interest in 
zoology. This led to scholarship opportunities to study at 
excellent schools including Rutlish and later the University 
of Cambridge, where he embarked on a zoology degree. 

It was at Cambridge that he met Dick Laws, who became 
his great college friend. Dick gave him a taste for the 
great outdoors and sparked his interest in marine mammal 
ecology. They spent two of their University summers 
FOLPELQJ� LQ� WKH� ,VOH� RI� 6N\H�� OLYLQJ� LQ� D� VPDOO� WHQW� RU�
\RXWK�KRVWHOV��ZKHQ�DYDLODEOH��,Q������ZKHQ�WKH\�¿QLVKHG�
their college degrees, Dick joined the Falkland Islands 
'HSHQGHQFLHV� 6XUYH\� �),'6�� ODWHU� UHQDPHG� WKH� %ULWLVK�
$QWDUFWLF�6XUYH\��DQG�ZHQW�GRZQ�WR�WKH�6RXWK�2UNQH\V�WR�
ZRUN�RQ�HOHSKDQW�VHDOV�DW�6LJQ\�,VODQG��$UWKXU�SURFHHGHG�
WR� FDUU\� RXW� KLV�1DWLRQDO�6HUYLFH� LQ� WKH�5R\DO�1DY\��+H�
trained as a meteorological forecaster which boded well 
with him, having an interest in aviation. After 3 months of 
WUDLQLQJ�KH�ZDV�VHQW�RXW�WR�WKH�1DYDO�+HDGTXDUWHUV�LQ�6UL�
Lanka (formerly Ceylon), where they had a small team to 
provide the East Indies Fleet with weather forecasts. Arthur 
VHUYHG� IRU� WKH�QH[W� WZR�\HDUV�DV�D�PHWHRURORJLFDO�RI¿FHU�
RQ�WKH�VWDII�RI�WKH�³&LQ&�(DVW�,QGLHV´�LQ�7ULQFRPDOHH��WKH�
PDMRU� HDVWHUQ� SRUW� FLW\� RI� 6UL� /DQND��+H� HQMR\HG� WU\LQJ�
to forecast where the Intertropical Front was between the 
various monsoons with little data and limited reporting 
from ships in the Indian Ocean, and land stations in India, 
Africa, and the Far East. When the Navy decided to wrap 
XS� WKH� KHDGTXDUWHUV� LQ� 6UL� /DQND��$UWKXU� FDPH� EDFN� WR�
England and spent another year at a naval air station near 

Londonderry, Northern Ireland. It was here that he met 
6XUJHRQ�&RPPDQGHU�7HG�%LQJKDP�DW� WKH�QDYDO�KRVSLWDO��
who was well known for his work as an expedition 
doctor and sled dog care attendant on various Antarctic 
H[SHGLWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH������±����%ULWLVK�*UDKDP�/DQG�
Expedition. Ted Bingham had also been appointed head 
RI�),'6� IURP������±�����ZKHUH�'LFN�/DZV�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ��
Arthur had read about this expedition and was interested in 
MRLQLQJ�KLV�IULHQG�'LFN�/DZV�DW�),'6�WR�GR�VRPH�]RRORJLFDO�
research work together. 

On Arthur’s release from the Royal Navy in 1950, he 
MRLQHG�WKH�),'6�DQG�VHUYHG�IRU�RQH�\HDU�DV�D�PHWHRURORJLFDO�
REVHUYHU� DQG� IRUHFDVWHU� DW� 6RXWK�*HRUJLD��+H� WKHQ� VSHQW�
the next year and a half as base leader and biologist, doing 
HFRORJLFDO�UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH�VHDOV�DQG�ELUGV�DW�6LJQ\�,VODQG�
LQ�WKH�6RXWK�2UNQH\V��$IWHU�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�8.�LQ�������
he joined a summer expedition of the Wildfowl Trust to 
central Iceland to band Pink-footed Geese. He spent the 
next year at the Department of Zoology, Cambridge, and 
WKH�0HWHRURORJLFDO�2I¿FH��+DUURZ��ZULWLQJ�XS�WKH�UHVXOWV�
RI�KLV�¿HOG�ZRUN��,Q�WKH�IDOO�RI������$UWKXU�ZDV�DZDUGHG�
a Carnegie Foundation scholarship by the Arctic Institute 
of North America and came to Canada to study the 
physiology and behavioural habits of the Atlantic walrus, 

$UWKXU�0DQV¿HOG
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under Dr. Max J. Dunbar at McGill University in Montreal. 
Dr. Dunbar had been working closely with the Fisheries 
5HVHDUFK� %RDUG� RI� &DQDGD� WR� GHYHORS� WKH� $%6� DV� D�
permanent establishment on a national basis in recognition 
of the urgent need for marine mammal research in the 
Eastern Arctic. Arthur joined this newly formed Arctic 
Unit of the Fisheries Research Board in 1956 and continued 
his study of Arctic marine mammals, including the Atlantic 
ZDOUXV��WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�KLV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�DW�0F*LOO��0DQV¿HOG��
����D���DQG�QDUZKDOV�LQ�HDVWHUQ�&DQDGLDQ�ZDWHUV��0DQV¿HOG�
HW�DO����������+H�HVWDEOLVKHG�KLV�UHSXWDWLRQ�DV�D�¿HOG�ZRUNHU�
on Arctic marine mammals in 1958 with publication of a 
highly cited primary paper on the biology of the Weddell 
VHDO� DW� WKH� 6RXWK�2UNQH\V� �0DQV¿HOG�� ����E���7KLV� W\SH�
RI�ZRUN�ZDV�GLI¿FXOW�DQG�DUGXRXV�DW�WKDW�WLPH��ZKLFK�ZDV�
reflected in the small number of scientists worldwide 
undertaking such studies. 

By 1965 the Fisheries Research Board had built a new 
DQG�PXFK�ODUJHU�$%6�ODERUDWRU\��)URP������WR������PRVW�RI�
the marine mammal work of the Fisheries Research Board, 
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�)LVKHULHV�DQG�2FHDQV�ZDV�GRQH�DW�WKLV�$%6��
and international bodies concerned with marine mammal 
UHVHDUFK� SDLG� FORVH� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� WKLV� VFLHQWL¿F� JURXS� DQG�
the marine mammal research work they produced. In 1969, 
ZLWK�WKH�VHFRQGPHQW�RI�WKH�$%6�GLUHFWRU��&�-��.HUVZLOO��WR�
WKH�6FLHQFH�&RXQFLO�RI�&DQDGD�IRU���PRQWKV��$UWKXU�WRRN�
over the directorship as a temporary assignment. Graduate 
VWXGHQW�7RP�6PLWK�FRQWLQXHG�$UWKXU¶V�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFW�DW�
the time on the behavioural habits and population dynamics 
of ringed and bearded seals. In 1970, Arthur was invited 
to take on the permanent position and responsibility for 
WKH�PDULQH�PDPPDO�SURJUDP�RI� WKH�$%6� LQYROYLQJ� IRXU�
research scientists. Graduate students who have been 
encouraged to base their work on Arthur’s collections of 
UHVHDUFK�PDWHULDOV�KDYH�EHHQ�'U��7RP�6PLWK��±��ULQJHG�DQG�
bearded seals (who went on to occupy Arthur’s former 
SRVLWLRQ� DV� D� UHVHDUFK� VFLHQWLVW� DW�$%6���'U�� -��%RXOYD� �±��
harbour seals, Dr. E. Miller  –  grey seals, walrus, Dr. M.R. 
Freeman  –  walrus, and Dr. K.A. Hay  –  narwhal. 

$UWKXU� WRRN� RYHU� WKH� GLUHFWRUVKLS� DW� WKH� $%6� LQ�
1971, and under his leadership the program expanded 
considerably. The scientific personnel increased in 
numbers and a specialized research library was built up. 
As the only research manager with research experience 
on marine mammals, Arthur was requested to serve on 
various marine mammal committees, especially those 
concerned with controversial species such as the harp seal 
(e.g., International Commission for North West Atlantic 
Fisheries (ICNAF); North American Fisheries Economics; 
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�WKH�([SORUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�6HD��,&(6���
$V�&KDLUPDQ�RI� WKH� ,&(6�0DULQH�0DPPDOV�&RPPLWWHH�
from 1971 – 73, Arthur was able to invigorate the committee 
by persuading delegates from other countries, particularly 
those fringing the Baltic, to appoint active members with 
experience on marine mammals. As a result, he was invited 
E\�WKH�6ZHGLVK�(QYLURQPHQWDO�3URWHFWLRQ�%RDUG�LQ������WR�
attend the 1st meeting of the Baltic countries to discuss seal 

problems. From 1977 – 79, Arthur was requested to chair 
DQ�,&(6�DG�KRF�ZRUNLQJ�JURXS�WR�UHSRUW�RQ�WKH�LQWHUDFWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ� JUH\� VHDO� SRSXODWLRQV� DQG� ¿VKHULHV�� ¿QGLQJV� RI�
which informed a summary report to the Commission 
of the European Economic Communities. During the 
\HDUV�ZKHQ�WKH�3DFL¿F�PDULQH�PDPPDO�SURJUDP�ZDV�DOVR�
under his direction, Arthur encouraged and supported Dr. 
M.A. Bigg in the plan to successfully transplant sea otters 
from Alaska to British Colombia (Bigg and MacAskie, 
1978), to develop an aquarium facility at Nanaimo, British 
Columbia, for the study of reproductive success and general 
PHWDEROLVP�RI�QRUWK�3DFL¿F�IXU�VHDOV��DQG� WR�EURDGHQ�KLV�
VWXG\�RI� WKH�NLOOHU�ZKDOH�EDVHG�RQ�SKRWR�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�
individual animals. In the late 1970s, Arthur reported on 
the impact of oil production on marine mammals for the 
$UFWLF� ,QVWLWXWH� RI�1RUWK�$PHULFD� �0DQV¿HOG�� �������+H�
also found time to generate a lengthy report on the effects 
RI�YHVVHO�WUDI¿F��SULPDULO\�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�QRLVH��RQ�PDULQH�
mammals for Department of Fisheries and Ocean’s Arctic 
RIIVKRUH�'HYHORSPHQWV�&RPPLWWHH��0DQV¿HOG��������

Throughout the 1980s, Arthur’s time was increasingly 
RFFXSLHG� ZLWK� UXQQLQJ� WKH� $%6�� 'HVSLWH� OLWWOH� GLUHFW�
WHFKQLFDO� KHOS�� KH�PDLQWDLQHG� KLV� VFLHQWL¿F� SURGXFWLYLW\��
focusing on analysis and publication of his work on the 
status of the blue whales in Canada, population and 
migration of the bowhead whale in the eastern Arctic, 
status of the bowhead whales in Canada, reproduction, 
growth and longevity in the grey seal, and population 
ecology of the walrus in the Canadian Arctic Archipelago. 
+H�FRPSOHWHG�KLV�¿QDO�¿HOG�ZRUN�RQ�6DEOH� ,VODQG�ZLWK�D�
detailed study of grey seal pup development stages. In 1987 
Arthur was seconded to Ottawa to act as marine mammal 
advisor to the Government of Canada. At about that time, 
WKH�)HGHUDO�*RYHUQPHQW�GHFLGHG�WR�UHORFDWH�WKH�$%6�WR�WKH�
new Maurice Lamontagne Institute in Mont Joli, Quebec 
with a new mandate narrowed down to research in the 
northern sea waters of the Province of Quebec. Arthur 
UHWXUQHG� WR� WKH�$%6� WR� FRRUGLQDWH� LWV� ¿QDO� WUDQVLWLRQLQJ�
years up to his retirement in the spring of 1991. 

'U��0DQV¿HOG� KDV� SURGXFHG� RYHU� ��� SXEOLVKHG� SDSHUV�
and reports mainly concerned with biological studies of 
various species of marine mammals, about which little 
was previously known (e.g. Weddell seal, walrus, narwhal, 
grey seal and arctic harbour seal). Much of the earlier 
information was brought together in a bulletin of Seals 
of arctic and eastern Canada �0DQV¿HOG�� ������� ZKLFK�
had great demand as a basic source of information on 
these species at the time. He also had a skill for technical 
drawing. In 1992, his former laboratory technician sent 
him the new map of the marine mammals in the Quebec 
region, published by the Fisheries and Habitat Management 
Branch, as he had noticed Arthur’s seal drawings in it.

Arthur also developed two techniques for successful 
XVH�LQ�¿HOG�VWXGLHV��QHWWLQJ�RI�PDULQH�PDPPDOV��0F/DUHQ�
DQG�0DQV¿HOG��������DQG�YHUWLFDO�SKRWRJUDSK\�RI�PDULQH�
PDPPDOV� XVLQJ� D� UDGLR�FRQWUROOHG�PRGHO� DLUFUDIW� �6OHQR�
DQG�0DQV¿HOG���������+LV�SRODU�ZRUN�ZDV� UHFRJQL]HG�E\�
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membership in the Antarctic Club (UK) and election as 
Fellow and Governor (3-year term) of the Arctic Institute 
RI� 1RUWK� $PHULFD�� ,Q� KLV� ¿QDO� SUH�UHWLUHPHQW� \HDUV�� KH�
collaborated with a marine mammal research colleague 
to co-authored a chapter on the Narwhal for the 1989 
+DQGERRN�RI�0DULQH�0DPPDOV��+D\�DQG�0DQV¿HOG��������

Arthur is remembered by research colleagues for his 
great chairmanship and professionalism with a human 
touch. He was admired for his even-handed approach 
to help diverse groups of researchers work together. His 
research staff and graduate students were thankful for 
his wisdom, patience, and understanding, his capacity 
to create and maintain a collegial work environment, his 
UHVSHFW� IRU� WHFKQLFDO� VWDII�� DQG�JHQHURVLW\�ZLWK�¿HOG�GDWD�
DQG� UHVHDUFK�¿OHV��+H�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�KDUG�ZRUNHU�DQG�
D�JHQWOHPDQ�RI� WKH�³¿QHVW�NLQG´� LQ� WUXH�PDULWLPH� LGLRP��
Colleagues from outside the government, including seal 
photographer Fred Bruemmer (1998) remarked on Arthur’s 
generosity for giving opportunities to develop relationships 
with and observe the behaviours of Canada’s beautiful 
species of Arctic wildlife. Perhaps this was just the ultimate 
recognition of kindred Arctic spirits.
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%LJJ�� 0��� DQG� 0DF$VNLH�� ,�� ������ 6HD� RWWHUV� UHHVWDEOLVKHG� LQ�
%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD��-RXUQDO�RI�0DPPRORJ\�����������±�����

  KWWSV���GRL����������������
%UXHPPHU�� )�� ������ 6HDOV� LQ� WKH� ZLOG�� 7RURQWR�� /DXUHO� *OHQ�

Publishing.
+D\�� .�$��� DQG� 0DQV¿HOG�� $�:�� ������ 1DUZKDO�� Monodon 

monoceros�/LQQDHXV��������,Q��5LGJHZD\��6�+���DQG�+DUULVRQ��
5���HGV��+DQGERRN�RI�PDULQH�PDPPDOV��YRO�����5LYHU�GROSKLQV��
DQG�ODUJHU�WRRWKHG�ZKDOHV��/RQGRQ�$FDGHPLF�3UHVV������±�����

0DQV¿HOG�� $�:�� ����D�� 7KH� ELRORJ\� RI� WKH� $WODQWLF� ZDOUXV�
Odobenus osmarus rosmarus (Linnaeus), Eastern Canadian 
Arctic. PhD thesis, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec.

———. 1958b. The breeding behaviour and reproductive cycle 
of the weddell seal (Leptonychotes weddelli /HVVRQ���/RQGRQ��
)DONODQG�,VODQGV�'HSHQGHQFLHV�6XUYH\�6FLHQWL¿F�5HSRUWV�1R��
������±����

²²²�� ������ 6HDOV� RI� $UFWLF� DQG� HDVWHUQ� &DQDGD�� %XOOHWLQ��
Fisheries Research Board of Canada, No. 137. Ottawa.

———. 1980. Impact of oil production in marine mammals. 
,Q�� 8SWRQ�� &�5�� HG�� 3URFHHGLQJV� RI� WKH� �WK� (QYLURQPHQWDO�
Workshop on Offshore Hydrocarbon Development, Fairmont 
+RW�6SULQJV��%�&����±���0D\��&DOJDU\��$UFWLF�,QVWLWXWH�RI�1RUWK�
$PHULFD��6SHFLDO�3XEOLFDWLRQ������±�����

²²²��������7KH�HIIHFWV�RI�YHVVHO�WUDI¿F�LQ�WKH�$UFWLF�RQ�PDULQH�
mammals and recommendations for research. Government of 
Canada Fisheries and Oceans. Canadian Technical Report in  
)LVKHULHV�DQG�$TXDWLF�6FLHQFHV��1R��������2WWDZD�����S��

0DQV¿HOG��$�:���6PLWK��7�*���DQG�%HFN��%��������7KH�1DUZKDO��
Monodon monoceros, in Eastern Canadian waters. Journal of 
WKH�)LVKHULHV�5HVHDUFK�%RDUG�RI�&DQDGD������������±������

  KWWSV���GRL�RUJ���������I������ 
0F/DUHQ�� ,�$��� DQG� 0DQV¿HOG�� $�:�� ������ 7KH� QHWWLQJ� RI� VHD�

mammals. A report on the Belcher Islands experiments, 
1960. Fisheries Research Board of Canada, Arctic Unit No. 6. 
Ottawa. 11 p. 

6OHQR�� *�$��� DQG�0DQV¿HOG�� $�:�� ������ $HULDO� SKRWRJUDSK\� RI�
marine mammals using a radio-controlled model aircraft. 
$UFWLF�%LRORJLFDO�6WDWLRQ��)LVKHULHV�DQG�0DULQH�6HUYLFH��'HSW��
of Fisheries and the Environment, Quebec. Fisheries & Marine 
6HUYLFH�0DQXVFULSW�5HSRUW�1R��������6WH��$QQH�GH�%HOOHYXH��
7 p.
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