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TABLE S3: Themes and supporting evidence of articles that did, to some degree, critically consider who their participants were.

Example

Ensured focus groups were conducted across different groups of students (e.g. all-male, all-female and non-
traditional student groups) (Sharma et al., 2013).

Acknowledges that cultural consultants speak on behalf of population under study (Caringi et al., 2013; Legaspi 
and Orr, 2007).

Acknowledges cultural inappropriateness of speaking on behalf of others so aims for representation from different 
cultural groups of AN (Mohatt et al., 2004).

Argue that community health aides are best positioned to disseminate research (Cueva et al., 2018).
States that participants knew each other, but did not represent a clique (Rivkin et al., 2010).
Highlights that participants chosen by the steering committee were selected to represent varied pathways to 

adulthood (Wexler et al., 2013). 
Highlights that the community coordinator and taskforce members were cultural translators who were willing to 

contend with the paradox of familiarity (Wexler, 2006)

Recognizes that despite using local documents, the views presented there do not reflect the entire community 
(Hilmer-Pegram, 2016).

Recognizes the diversity of groups and their perspectives (Hugo et al., 2013).
Recognizes that larger families have more power and are more likely to be elected into public office, as well as the 

presence of tensions between extended families (Lipka, 1989).
Describes difficulty in identifying core Yup’ik values and traditions due to heterogeneity between and within 

communities (Rasmus, 2014b).

Addresses that snowball sampling meant that participants were identified based on other’s definition of resilience, 
meaning that social workers selected youth participants who have obstacles to overcome, while youth chose 
Elders for their wellbeing (Wexler, 2014).

Theme 

Consideration of participant demographics

Representation

Justification for inclusion

Recognition of heterogeneity

Evidence of reflexivity

TABLE S4. Aspects of positionality expressed by authors. References to the cited works are listed in Table S2. 

Component Number 
of positionality of articles Example

Ethnicity 11 States how background as AN facilitated trust with community members (Lewis, 2014). States that being American Indian   
  means there is no separation between the researcher and the researched (Brewer et al., 2018).
Institutional 3 Describes how the use of research evidence itself undermines the decolonial approach desired in the research (Trout et al., 2018).
Collective 2 Provides detailed description of collaboration, as well as how individuals’ position as unmarried women created challenges in  
  assuming leadership roles, as they conflicted with Yup’ik social and gender norms (Lardon et al., 2011).
Personal 2 Provides detailed description of friendships between author, his family, and the community (Caringi et al., 2013).
Professional 12 Author had previously worked in region (Arundale and Jones, 1989; Rasmus, 2014; Wexler, 20061, 2011).
Interests 2 The researchers want to strengthen energy sovereignty (Brewer et al., 2018).

 1 Wexler (2006) additionally demonstrates reflexivity as her results, discussion, and recommendations are guided by her role as the 
Suicide Prevention Coordinator. In her research, she tried to link the meanings of suicide to frameworks for action.
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FIG. S1. Scoring of papers based on consistency, description of community, and level of participation.

FIG. S3: Affiliation of the first author. Of all Alaskan institutes (n = 40), 80% 
(n = 32) had the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) as the affiliation of the 
first author. Eleven papers had UAF as the affiliation of other authors.

FIG. S2. The majority of papers did not state the author’s positionality 
within the research, despite this being important in both participatory and 
community-based research.


