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in guiding hands like his the Eskimo has
the best of opportunities.

Perhaps it is because he is back at
work on Baffin Island that a few mistakes
occur in his text; most of them are due
to weak or alien proof-reading. Resolute
Bay is described in very contrary direc-
tions from Pend Inlet, and as a Scot 1
cannot allow him to have Murdock for
Murdoch unchallenged.

A well selected group of photographs,
an index, and end paper maps round out
this admirable volume, P. D. Bamrp
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Robert Marshall died 17 years ago at
the age of 38. He left an impressive
record of achievment including several
publications, of which ‘Arctic Village’,
published in 1933, is the best known.
‘Arctic Wilderness’, edited and intro-
duced by George Marshall, is compiled
from his brother’s letters and notes and
is in many ways supplementary to ‘Arctic
Village’. The earlier book deals inti-
mately with the life of inhabitants of
Wiseman, Alaska, whereas ‘Arctic Wil-
derness’ is the story of Bob Marshall’s
trips into a little known section of the
Brooks Range. These extensive travels
by foot, boat, and dogsled, are well
documented and the topography of the
region is enthusiastically described in a
joyous and almost poetic style.

A map prepared in the field by Mar-
shall and first published in 1934, is re-
published in ‘Arctic Wilderness’ with
some revisions based on later expeditions.
In 1934, this map was an important con-
tribution to the knowledge of the geo-
graphy of the northern Koyukuk region.

Marshall’s wilderness remains today
essentially as he saw it, even though the
Alaskan Arctic has been a beehive of
activity for the past 10 years. An exten-
sive exploration project north of the
Brooks Range at one time included plans
for a pipeline across the mountains
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through the heart of his wilderness. Mili-
tary and other governmental mapping
activities in the Brooks Range and to the
north have eliminated almost every blank
spot from the map. The region Marshall
so laboriously traversed and mapped
was remapped during the war from
aerial photographs, and is now being
mapped again in greater detail with the
use of helicopters and aerial photographs.
The Arctic Divide, which was one of
Marshall’s goals, has been reached and
crossed at four localities by ground
motor vehicles, and air travel across the
wilderness is now on a regular schedule.
All this has had, however, little effect
on the Koyukuk region; many of the
“majestic summits”, “knife-edge ridges”,
“snow-covered limestone crags”, “sheer
falls”, and “Yosemite-like valleys” have
not been visited by a human being since
Bob Marshall left.

Marshall also collected data on tree
growth at the northern timber line. Al-
though the data are not presented, the
introduction states that his observations
“seem to substantiate his theory that the
northern timber line in Alaska is not the
result of unfavorable environment for
tree growth, but simply of the fact that
there has not been time since the last
ice sheet receded for the forest to migrate
further north.”

‘Arctic Wilderness’ provides an insight
to the author’s character and his views
on a great variety of subjects, including
the value of physical exploration. Al-
though Marshall recognized the similar-
ity of mental adventure and physical
adventure, his expeditions recorded in
this book were motivated (in his own
words) by “the thrill of adventure” and
“the fact that exploration [physical] is
perhaps the greatest aesthetic experience
a human being can know. My own belief,
which I realize the majority do not
share, is that most exploration today is
not of material value to the human race
in general but is of immense value to the
person who does it. Furthermore, 1 feel
that one of the great values of explor-
ations is in pitting oneself without the aid
of machinery against unknown nature.”
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‘Arctic Wilderness’ is an interesting,
refreshing, and enjoyable book, especi-
ally to those readers who, like Bob
Marshall, thrill at “simply the joy of
triumphing over something which is
difficult to accomplish” and “setting foot
where no human being has ever trod
before.” Georee GryC
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Most readers of Arctic are probably
quite familiar with the magazine The
Beaver, published by the Hudson’s Bay
Company, and will, therefore, welcome
this anthology of favourite articles. The
editor of The Beaver, Clifford Wilson,
has selected a cross-section of articles
from as far back as 1933, and has tried
to retain the variety usually found in
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each issue. Those who do not possess
the early issues of The Beaver will find
this compilation interesting and enter-
taining.

Readers will be amused again by the
light comedy of Stephen Leacock, James
McCook, and Eric Nicol; they can read
of arctic adventure as told by Martin
Bovey, Captain Mack, and Jimmy Bell.
There is early history in the accounts of
Douglas Mackay, R. C. Wallace, and
Mrs. Hewlett; and not forgotten are the
people of the north—the Indian and Eski-
mo, as described by Alfred Copland,
Axel Neilsen, and Bishop Marsh.

A total of twenty-four articles has
been assembled in this volume, for which
a short introduction was written by
Leonard Brockington. The general reader
will find the book entertaining, and the
arctic specialist will find relaxation in
the easy writing concerning his favourite
region, the Northland.

J. Lewis RoBinson
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Applications for the position of
Executive Director

The Board of Governors invites ap-
plications for the post of Executive
Director of the Arctic Institute, which
position has been held by Mr. T. H.
Manning on a part-time, temporary basis
for the past year and a half. Mr. Man-
ning wishes to relinquish this position
not later than October 31. The new
appointment will be on a full-time basis
at a salary commensurate with the appli-
cant’s qualifications. The Executive
Director will be required to live in
eastern Canada.

Applications should be addressed to
the Director of the Montreal Office.

‘Arctic bibliography’, Volume 6

The sixth volume of ‘Arctic biblio-
graphy’ was published by the U.S.
Government Printing Office in April
1956. Like the preceding five volumes

it was edited by Miss Marie Tremaine,
and prepared by the Arctic Institute for
the U.S. Department of Defense. A
Directing Committee, of which Dr.
Henry B. Collins is the chairman, exer-
cised general supervision.

Volume 6 lists and describes the con-
tents of 5,285 English and foreign lan-
guage publications in all fields of science
relating to che arctic and subarctic
regions of America and Eurasia. Subjects
emphasized are geology and mineral
resources; geography; zoology; medicine
and physiology, especially the effects of
low temperatures; engineering (naviga-
tion, aeronautics, construction, transpor-
tation); agriculture and forestry; meteor-
ology; oceanography; anthropology and
sociology; and exploration, especially
Russian expansion in the north Pacific.
Language coverage is similar to the
earlier volumes, 3,225 of the publications
listed are in English, 1,215 in Russian,





