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that have visited and besieged ARLIS II.

The Office of Naval Research is cur-
rently considering the possibility of
freezing a research vessel into the arctic
pack, in essence thus repeating Nansen's
original drift. The drifting ice stations
therefore may only be intermediate
and temporary platforms for the ex-
ploration of that unique ocean. Like the
ice islands themselves, these stations
may someday cease to exist.

The only real criticism that might be
made about this popular introduction
to the drift stations is that after the
reader is supplied with a good back-
ground, he is finally left wondering
what has been accomplished. The au-
thors cover quite well all aspects of the
stations except the actual scientific
results. Some of the work may have
been classified for strategic reasons, but
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there is room for description of other
aspects of the hard-won results. There
is for instance, no mention of the mag-
netic anomaly that stretches across the
Arctic Ocean. Various other authors
have very successfully written popular
accounts of the results of scientific
work. Ice Island does include such a
brief summary of research done on lem-
mings at Barrow, but nothing similar
is recorded from the drift stations. Only
four of the numerous illustrations ac-
tually show the scientists at work and
these few are repetitive and not too in-
formative. This reviewer would have
liked to have seen a more complete
treatment of the scientific aspects of the
stations in this otherwise good account
of the unique drifting stations of the
Arctic Ocean.
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Obituaries
James Buckland Mawdsley (1894-1964)

James Buckland Mawdsley, M.B.E.,, Ph.D,, F.R.S.C., a Charter Associate of
the Arctic Institute of North America, died very suddenly on 3 December 1964 at
the age of 70. As Director of the Institute for Northern Studies, University of
Saskatchewan, he played a major role in its organization and development and
exerted a very great influence on research in northern Canada.

He was born on 22 July 1894 near Siena, Italy, the son of British-American
parents. In 1904 the Mawdsley family left Italy and settled in the village of Gains~
borough, southeastern Saskatchewan. After receiving his public and high school
training in Saskatchewan he entered McGill University in 1913. His career, like
that of many of his contemporaries, was interrupted by the First World War.
Twice wounded in France, first with the Princess Patricia Canadian Light Infantry
and then as a pilot with the Royal Flying Corps, he was awarded the M.B.E. at
the end of the war. In 1919 he returned to McGill and two years later graduated
in Mining Engineering. He then went to Princeton University where he obtained
his Doctor of Philosophy degree in Geology in 1924. That same year he joined the
Geological Survey of Canada and for the next five years applied his scientific
knowledge to the problems of the regional geology of northwestern Quehec.

A new chapter in his life began in 1929 when he accepted the appointment of
professor and head of the Department of Geology at the University of Saskatch-
ewan, a position he held until he became Dean of Engineering in 1961 and also
the Director of the Institute for Northern Studies. In 1963 he retired as Dean and
was then able to devote all his time to the affairs of the Institute. In addition to
his academic duties his professional activities included field work in northern
Saskatchewan for the Geological Survey of Canada and the Saskatchewan De-
partment of Mineral Resources, and private consulting assignments took him to
other parts of northern Canada, to the United States and Great Britain.



OBITUARIES 147

He was the author of 51 scientific papers and his honours were many. He was
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada in 1933 and was chairman of
Section IV for the year 1954-55. He was president of the Geological Association
of Canada during 1955-56 and of the Canadian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy
for 1961-62. In 1953 he was awarded the Institute’s Barlow Memorial Medal in
recognition of his paper entitled “Uraninite-bearing deposits, Charlebois Lake
area, northeastern Saskatchewan”, He was a Fellow and Director of the Royal
Canadian Geographical Society, a Fellow of the Geological Society of America, a
member of the Society of Economic Geologists, the Engineering Institute of Can-
ada, and the Association of Professional Engineers of Saskatchewan.

He had an eventful life, travelled widely, met and was a friend to many people.
Such gqualities as tact, kindliness, sincerity and respect for the thoughts of others
enabled him to present his views without arousing undue antagonism, and to co-
operate with others in reaching decisions.

Recognized as an able administrator, scientist, and teacher, perhaps his great-
est service will prove to be the influence he had on those who worked or studied
under him. In them he not only instilled a feeling of scientific curiosity but also a
keen interest and love of the North.

A.R.BYERrs

Ivar Skarland (1899-1965)

Many people who mourn the loss of Ivar Skarland who died 1 January 1965,
are grateful for his friendship and influence during the development of science and
society in Alaska.

Ivar Skarland was born in 1899 and grew up in Norway. After graduating
from the School of Forestry at Steinkjer, Norway, he worked in the forests of
Canada and reached Alaska in 1928. As an undergraduate at the Alaska Agricul-
tural College and School of Mines (now the University of Alaska) he took part in
the Biological Survey investigations into the food habits of large northern herbi-
vores. While at the school, he met Otto Geist who induced him to join in excava-
tions at Kukulik, St. Lawrence Island, which led to important archaeological
discoveries and a lifelong friendship and association.

After receiving his bachelor’s degree from the University of Alaska he studied
anthropology at Harvard, spending summers in the field in Alaska. He obtained
his M.A. in 1942, and that year became associate professor at the University of
Alaska. He was soon, however, diverted to Army service in the Aléutian Islands.
In 1945 he returned to the University where he remained, except while studying at
Harvard for his Ph.D. which he received in 1949.

Before the War, Skarland was a powerful supporter of the able and venture-
some expeditionary workers who developed the important sites of ancient cultures
on St. Lawrence Island and at Point Hope. After the War these field studies in
archaeology continued to progress during his collaboration with Otto Geist and
J. L. Giddings and in the company of a sequence of distinguished visitors; im-
portant archaeological explorations along the Xobuk River, in the Brooks Range,
and on the Arctic coast resulted. Skarland encouraged and supported scientists in
their explorations, and although his name did not appear often on publications,
he exerted a guiding influence through his firm friendship and wide acquaintance’
with the land and people of Alaska.





