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relevance today. Again, a useful summary of
the physical characteristics of the Ocean —
in this case its submarine features —is in-
cluded, with a clear statement on the con-
tinental shelves adjacent to the territories of
the principal Arctic states. A high propor-
tion of continental shelf is, of course, one of
the special characteristics of the Arctic Ocean.

Dr. Pharand argues that the 200-mile limit
of shelf jurisdiction appears to be the most
satisfactory for the Arctic Ocean and its
coastal states.

In this section and earlier, the author de-
velops the idea of the delegation of selected
international rights to coastal states as a
means for effective regulation at sea. Canada’s
claim of “limited jurisdiction” over non-
territorial seas for the specific purpose of
surveillance and regulation over oil pollution,
can be interpreted in this light. The Arctic
Ocean might be conceived as having an inter-
national, “high seas”, core surrounded by the
national waters of its coastal states (variously
defined for navigational, seabed resource ex-
ploitation, etc. purposes) but with a delega-
tion of selected international rights in the
core to individual states with an Arctic coast-
line for the purpose of regulation. This might
be one way of tackling some of the special
problems presented by, for example, the pack
ice cover. The Sector Theory might, at
last, take on some real importance in this
approach.

As far as I can tell, this is an authoritative
treatment of important aspects of jurisdiction
over Arctic waters. It is not an easy book to
read, nor is it intended to be, although the
frequent summaries allow the lay reader to
obtain a good grasp of the main points. The
author has performed a most valuable service
in drawing together this material at a time
when the legal problems of the North should
be of great concern to the informed public
in Canada, the U.S.A. and elsewhere.

However, without appearing to carp un-
necessarily, I must draw attention to the poor
quality of the maps and to the poor use made
of maps in the book. The maps included are
poorly-designed and drafted, and the printing
is of low quality. They lack, for example,
adequate legends; and they include irrelevant
names and exclude relevant ones.

Many of the topics dealt with in the book
cry out for the intelligent use of good maps
and other diagrams — for such simple things
as insets of enlargements of special features,
or the effects of different techniques of draw-
ing straight baselines.

While the author of a book on legal matters
clearly has a first responsibility to the careful
use of the written word, surely he or his pub-

317

lisher might recognise that a treatment of the
jurisprudence of territory could be con-
siderably enhanced through the intelligent
use of good maps and other diagrams?
W.P. Adams

HERE IS ALASKA. By EVELYN STEFANSSON.
New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1973.
6Y4 x 9% inches, 178 pages, illustrated. (New
revised edition). $6.95.

The title of this book is misleading. True, it
is concerned with Alaska, but the emphasis
is on the Arctic; contemporary problems of
exploration and exploitation there, primarily
related to oil; and the Eskimo, his heritage,
and how his life has been changed by past and
present contact with the white man.

There is mini-coverage of the rest of the
state and its history. But no matter — the
quality of the writing more than makes up
for the misconceptions that may occur from
the printing on the dust-jacket and the title
page.

The book is short and compact, with 152
pages of text and a 5-page index. It is well
illustrated with 95 pictures, all in black and
white, and is organized into seven chapters.

It is introduced with a summation of in-
terest to most people, namely the discovery
of oil at Prudhoe Bay, which was preceded
with less fanfare by strikes in the area of the
Cook Inlet — Kenai Peninsula in 1957. In
view of the discussions that follow concerning
the social, economic, educational, and public
health problems of the native, the author
would have done well to have extended this
subject to include information on the nearby
Tyonek Indians. By consenting to allow the
federal government to lease their land to oil
interests, the tribe received back much money.
Blessed with good financial advice and ad-
ministration, they were not only able to re-
build their village and finally gain access to
the “good life”, but also to use this new
monetary base to form Braund, Inc., a busy
construction company, and to invest their
money in other enterprises, including owner-
ship of two large office complexes in the heart
of Anchorage. This is of particular signifi-
cance in view of recent happenings through-
out the state, and their brothers elsewhere
would do well to emulate them when the
bonanza from the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act and oil royalties finally be-
comes a reality.

A good and accurate account of the legal
battles that have resulted from the proposed
pipeline follows — battles which at this date
seem to have been resolved by an Act of
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Congress, so that construction will probably
begin in the near future. The author is as
objective and sympathetic to the environ-
mentalists and conservationists as she is to
the oil cartels. She emphasizes some of the
direct and indirect problems that will be
caused by permafrost, and why it has to be
considered a major aspect of the planning
and operation of the pipeline. She is also
cognizant of the long-range effects that this
enterprise will have on the economy of the
state, which since its purchase in 1867 has
been through many boom-to-bust eras which
have included a number of gold rushes, the
DEW Line, and now a trans-Alaska pipeline.

In chapter 2 is considered briefly the
genesis of the state from a territory, and its
strategic position as related to defence, with
emphasis on the DEW Line and White Alice
Line. Additional passages are concerned with
native populations and their lack of innate
immunity to tuberculosis. The next chapter is
a logical extension; however, the balance is
one-sided, with approximately 6 pages devoted
to the Indian and about 34 to the Eskimo.
Included are social and political changes
brought about by contact with white people,
the renaissance of native arts and crafts, and
— above the Arctic Circle — housing, whal-
ing, public health, and social practices as
related to the environment.

In chapter 4 there is something of a digres-
sion. The climatology of the state and its
means of transportation are discussed very
briefly with emphasis on the aeroplane, the
Alaska Railroad, the Marine Highway, and
experimental transport systems such as the
Rolligan and hovercraft. Economic transitions
from fishing, mining and Arctic whaling in
the past to lumbering, tourism, and petroleum
in the present are also considered.

Pre-territorial history is presented next,
including discovery and colonization by the
Russian American Company and its impact
on the Indians, and a mini-geographical and
historical account of Sitka (then and now)
and Juneau — how it was founded, and the
reason for its becoming, and remaining, the
modern capital, first of the territory and now
the state.

Chapter 6 is devoted to islands and their
economy: the Diomedes and Pribilofs —
sealing; Nunivak — reindeer and musk-ox
husbandry; Kodiak — shrimp fishing; and
the Aleutians, which have no significant
economic base.

The final chapter starts with a considera-
tion of the larger metropolitan areas of
Fairbanks and Anchorage — the former with
the nearby University of Alaska, and the
latter near the largest agricultural area of the
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state, the Matanuska Valley; it then proceeds
to cover the inhabitants of Point Hope and
Barrow in the North, in the latter case
dealing not only with the town itself but also
the research activities that are taking place
at a short distance to its north at the U.S.
Navy’s scientific laboratory.

The book contains a few statements or
passages that are misleading. For example,
Max Brewer was not the first director of the
facility, now known as the Naval Arctic Re-
search Laboratory at Barrow, but was there
at the time of a change of name (page 165);
he was preceded by five others. The Arctic
Health Research Center is no longer in
Anchorage, but located on the campus of the
University of Alaska at College (page 142).
Mention is also made of a mystery vehicle
with giant rubber-tired wheels that was used
during the DEW Line construction for haul-
ing large quantities of supplies over the frozen
tundra (page 87). As a matter of fact, there
was little activity inland during that period,
since all of the stations were on the coast.
Freighting, primarily out of Barrow, to sta-
tions from Cape Beaufort to Barter Island,
was a significant aspect of construction, but
it was done with “cat trains” which travelled
over the sea ice, and the mainstay of this
operation was the familiar “D-8 cat” (cater-
pillar tractor) pulling a series of either
Michler or Panachek sleds loaded with sup-
plies or wanigans (sheds on sled-runners) used
for sleeping, eating in, and train maintenance.
The ice-island, ARLIS II, was abandoned in
May 1965 (p. 164-5), and Fletcher’s Ice Island
T-3 is now the mainstay for year-round
oceanographic research. All of these points
are minor, however, and do not detract sig-
nificantly from the overall quality of the text.

Although the author is not a native
Alaskan, she makes frequent trips to the state,
has a large number of knowledgeable con-
tacts (whom she has acknowledged) and has
used a variety of reference material (though
has provided no bibliography) to accurately
document most of her presentation,

This book will probably have limited ap-
peal to the serious scholar; it will serve, how-
ever, as an excellent and quick work of
reference for those who have never been, or
who are contemplating going, to Alaska to
give them some insight into what to expect,
as well as some of the contemporary prob-
lems confronting the state. Because of its
length as well as its contents, it will also be
of value as a supplementary geography and
history text for both elementary and high
school students.

William L. Boyd





