REVIEWS

Wiebe’s ‘‘The Naming of Albert Johnson’’ demonstrates how even
well-worn material can be imaginatively recast. Avid readers will be
familiar with Dick North’s The Mad Trapper of Rat River and Thomas
Kelly’s Rat River Trapper, two previous accounts of this mysterious
recluse. Wiebe begins, however, where these two chroniclers left off. It
is not so much what happened that intrigues Wiebe, but why it happened.
Accounting for Johnson’s sudden and extreme violence by framing it
within the primitive belief that one falls prey to evil forces if his name is
discovered, Wiebe succeeds in linking these two principal features of the
Mad Trapper legend — his violent end and his mysterious identity. The
story becomes more than a series of historical and bizarre events in 1932;
the treatment transforms it into a timeless and universal comment about
human experience.

Several other selections in Stories from the Canadian North make clear
that the imaginative faculties are not restricted to fiction alone.
R. M. Patterson’s “*The Dangerous River’’ lucidly illustrates the import-
ance of imagination in travel writing. Without it, the daily record of the
traveller’s experiences will make reading as exciting as a grocery list.
Similarly, George Whalley’s ‘‘The Last Journey,” excerpted from his
longer work The Legend of John Hornby, bears out that biography,
although accurate and based on fact, does not have to be uninteresting or
divorced from imagination. The imaginative scope provides an inter-
pretation, a frame through which to view a thousand unrelated events.
Once introduced to Patterson’s writing or the enigmatic figure of John
Hornby, the reader will find himself on the path to a wealth of new
literature that is both stimulating and entertaining.

Some reservations need to be made, if only to temper my general
enthusiasm for the book. First, the illustrations are totally inappropriate.
They exude a technical naiveté that has nothing to do with the simplicity
and economy of Eskimo art, and seems remarkably out of place in this
collection of sophisticated and intelligent writings. Second, although
Whitaker has commendably chosen imaginative treatments of the north-
ern struggle to survive, her selections, with the exception of two or three
humourous pieces, rarely admit of any other experience. For example,
Patterson’s full book The Dangerous River, from which a small segment is
excerpted in this edition, devotes the introductory chapter to relating the
notion of the legendary haunted Headless Valley, a popular misconcep-
tion of the Nahanni River that is shown to be completely inaccurate in the
remaining six chapters. In fact, Patterson’s reason for writing the narra-
tive is to dispel this false belief. Significantly, only this initial chapter
appears in Stories from the Canadian North. Much the same is true of
Whalley’s **The Last Journey.” Although The Legend of John Hornby tells
in twelve chapters of Hornby’s lifetime in the Northwest Territories,
only his fatal winter on the banks of the Thelon River — admittedly a
powerfully dramatic episode — receives attention here. Our relationship
to the North has changed considerably in the last few decades, and it is
perhaps time we stopped seeing it solely as aland of impending death, for
to admit of no other experience is to restrict our understanding and
appreciation. Like any other geographic region populated by human
beings, the North offers a broad range of human experiences.

These experiences have been the subject of a growing number of good
writers, many of whom are represented in Stories from the Canadian North.
Whitaker’s anthology not only leads us to these authors, but to many
evenings of stimulating and rewarding reading for the reader whose
ir}{nrelllglination has outgrown the hackneyed stereotypes of most northern
thrillers.
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WORLD GLACIER INVENTORY WORKSHOP (PROCEEDINGS).
Published by the International Association of Hydrological Sciences,
1980. 351 p. $39.00 U.S.

The World Glacier Inventory project slowly came to life in the 1960’s
as an outgrowth of the International Hydrological Decade. The project,
now under the auspices of the International Commission on Snow and
Ice, is designed to generate a data base that can be used for studies of
water resources, climate change, etc. An international workshop on the
inventory project was held in Switzerland in September 1978 to deal with
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techniques and problems of inventory, and this proceedings volume of 42
short papers is one result,

Rather than being restricted to methodology papers, the book is best
described as a mixed bag of things glaciological, including such interest-
ing but not-too-relevant subjects as shapes of glaciated valleys and
models of climate/glacier relationships. Many of the papers do deal with
methodology: each participating country seems to have encountered its
own particular difficulties regarding glacier mapping, and many of these
problems are outlined by respective authors. A significant amount of
coverage is given to the problems some countries (such as Canada) are
having trying to conform to the standard classification scheme pre-
scribed by the ICSI. Other difficulties mentioned include lack of decent
base maps and the killing of a field assistant by irate Afghans. A number
of papers dwell at least in part on problems of distinguishing glacial from
non-glacial ice, and estimating ice volumes beneath debris covers.

Other papers present preliminary results of inventories in various
countries; many of these are of particular interest as they deal with
regions little-known to most Westerners, such as the Tibetan Plateau and
Chilien Shan regions of China. Russia and the Himalayas of India, Nepal
and Pakistan are fairly well represented. These papers are not consistent
with regard to subject matter; some concentrate on numbers and surface
areas of present-day glaciers, others on present and/or past equilibrium-
line altitudes or mass-balance variations. One deals with iceberg counts
in Greenland, another with snow and sea ice over the whole world.

Of great value in this volume are the bibliographies that follow most of
the papers; these lists include an abundance of literature on glacier
distribution, mass balance, and related topics in foreign journals that
North Americans would not ordinarily run across. Also of interest are
transcripts of discussions that followed some of the original presenta-
tions at the workshop, The only editorial problem I perceive in the book
is that several of the abstracts are quite useless in terms of the amount of
information contained in them.

The book has at least something of interest to just about-any glaciolo-
gist, and would be useful as well to global lumpers, splitters and counters
in other fields (insofar as it shows that no two countries can agree on how
aninventory should be run). It may be ordered from the IAHS Treasurer,
2000 Florida Avenue N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009, U.S.A.
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HUDSON’S BAY TRADER. By Lorp Tweepsmuir. London: Robert
Hale Ltd. Toronto: Nelson Foster & Scott, 1978, ISBN 0-919324-37-
1. 188 p., photographs, map. $8.95.

Hudson’s Bay Trader is a republication of the original edition issued in
1951. The book is the diary kept by the author during a year (1938-1939) in
the service of the Hudson’s Bay Co. at Cape Dorset, Baffin Island. In the
introduction, the author points out that at first, while writing the diary, he
did not have the intention to publish it. (p. 15; the reference numbers in
parentheses are given for information only, because it does happen that
one theme recurs many times). Therefore, one should not expect a
structured and exhaustive description of the life in Cape Dorset, but one
can find here a lively review of the events that particularly impressed the
author. It is his father, John Buchan (writer and high-ranking official who
was at the time Governor-General of Canada), who initiated the publica-
tion of this diary.

The purpose of Lord Tweedsmuir’s stay on Baffin Island was very
likely due to aneed to recover his health after a long tropical disease (16).
This convalescent man who recovers his strength little by little embarks
on many exciting outings, tours and hunting trips. His descriptions,
however succinct, form the structural body of this book.

The author quite easily wins the reader over because he expresses such
rare honesty towards his misadventures; he falls in freezing waters (55),
recognizes that he is cold (87), is wounded by his own ship (139), loses a
mitt (154), draws many cartridges before getting his prey (155). But his
inexperience is not eternal; he makes progress and becomes more and
more autonomous; the fruit of his hunting keeps improving the meals at
the trader’s post (115),





