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FROM THE LAND OF SHADOWS: THE MAKING OF GREY
OWL. By DONALD B. SMITH. Saskatoon: Western Producer
Prairie Books, 1990. 320 p., black and white photos, maps, index,
bib. Hardbound. Cdn$24.95.

In the 1930s, British audiences were thrilled by the appearance
of a tall, hawk-faced, full-blooded North American Indian who
toured their country showing films about the Canadian wilderness
and tame beavers he had raised. His name was Grey Owl and he
spoke passionately and eloquently about the need for conservation.
From the moment he died, Grey Owl’s story has become the stuff
of legends, for he was not a full-blooded Indian but an Englishman
who had been raised by two maiden aunts in a seaside resort in
southern England. Within 24 hours of his death at the age of fifty
in 1938, the unveiling of the ‘‘modern Hiawatha’’ captured
newspaper headlines on both sides of the Atlantic. Many of us grew
up knowing the story of Archie Belaney, the young boy obsessed
with ‘‘Red Indians’’ who turned himself into Grey Ow! with a
mission to ‘‘interpret the spirit of the wild [and] to interpret
Wilderness to Civilization.”” And oh, how he succeeded! Half a
century after his death, Grey Owl’s words are as relevant today in
the fight to save Ontario’s old growth forests and wilderness
everywhere as they were when he first penned them.

Every generation will rediscover Grey Owl, and now, thanks to
Donald Smith, the story is complete. This is not the first book about
the Englishman-turned-Indian. Lovat Dickson, who wrote
Wilderness Man in 1973, had the advantage of being both Grey
Owl’s friend and British publisher. But Smith has brought the eye
and mind of the historian to the subject and the objectivity that
only distance can lend. His book is the fruit of twenty years of
research, much of it done among the friends, family and Indians
who knew ‘‘Archie Grey Owl’’ from his early days in Canada.

Richly illustrated with historical photographs, the story brings
many new psychological insights into why Archie Belaney became
Grey Owl. We learn about the deeply troubled childhood of a young
boy abandoned by both father and mother, growing up sheltered
by aunts yet deeply insecure within himself, His passion for Indians,
a love of wild creatures, and a need to create a new and different
background set Archie Belaney on such a *‘retreat from reality’’
that, in Smith’s view, the ultimate tragedy was that he never really
knew who he was. He became a prisoner of his own fabulous fantasy,
for once he had taken on the identity of Grey Owl, he could never
reveal who he really was, not even to those closest to him. Lovat
Dickson and three of his five wives accepted without question Grey
Owl’s fable that he had been born in Mexico, the son of a Scots-
American plainsman and an Apache Indian woman.

Step by step, Smith takes us through Archie Belaney’s life from
his early childhood in England to his arrival in Canada in 1917,
and to his adoption of Indian ways. His first wife, Angele, was an
Indian. But soon after their child was born, Archie abandoned both.
What did he know of fatherhood, Smith asks, he who had been
abandoned by his own father? The historian, perhaps more than
the general reader, will appreciate Smith’s sometimes long and
detailed chronology of events and dates. But every small detail is
important to our understanding of the influences and pressures that
led Archie Belaney to become Grey Owl.

By the 1930s, Grey Owl’s mask was complete. His fame as a writer,
conservationist, and Indian spokesman was growing on two con-
tinents. And if real Indians knew he was fake, who were they to
unmask a white man who was carrying their cause forward so effec-
tively? Grey Owl’s lectures in England held his audiences spellbound,
his films ‘‘opening their eyes to the value of wilderness and wildlife.”’
Given an audience with the royal family in 1938, he utterly cap-
tivated two little princesses with his tales of wild animals.

One marvels at the scope of Archie Belaney’s masquerade. There
were those who knew the truth about Grey Owl’s real identity (the
editor of the North Bay Nugget for one) but no one “‘spilled the
beans.”” War was approaching, there was high unemployment and
disillusionment everywhere. Smith concludes that Grey Owl’s elo-

quence and splendid National Film Board images were elevating
the human spirit. Now was not the time to reveal that the hero was
an imposter.

We can only guess at the inner tensions of a man forced to lead
such a fantastic double life. And this is where Smith’s book provides
us with its greatest insights. He has drawn all the strands of Grey
Owl’s life together, describing for us not only the failed marriages
and relationships, the bouts with alcohol and mental exhaustion,
but also the blossoming of his genius and creativity. And for Smith,
the key to that genius lay in Grey Owl’s English roots, roots he never
fully escaped no matter how well he dyed his hair and skin.

Grey Owl was truly a wilderness man, with a talent — and a chance
— to influence a generation. In Donald Smith’s words,

. . . he broke away completely from those in the mainstream and
gained insights denied to most. Through his books, articles, films
and lectures, he opened the eyes of many Canadians to something
that they were previously unable to see, or to appreciate. . . . With
a vision denied to the four-year politicians of his day, and to the
public commentators of the decade, he called on Canadians to
conserve their natural resources, which he knew were very limited.
The timely nature of his message has kept him in the Canadian
consciousness.

Donald Smith’s biography of Grey Owl is also timely. His scholarly
portrait of a tortured soul whose sense of mission and purpose
overcame self-pity and insecurity will continue to keep the message
and writings of Grey Owl a vital part of Canadian historiography
and of today’s environmental movement.

Janet Foster

101-1 Rosedale Road
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
M4W 2P1

TO THE ARCTIC, AN INTRODUCTION TO THE FAR
NORTHERN WORLD. By STEVEN B. YOUNG. New York: John
Wiley and Sons, Inc., 1989. 354 p., illus., indices, refs. Hardbound.
Cdn$34.95.

Steven Young, a naturalist-biologist, presents this publication as
‘‘an introduction to’’ and ‘‘a field manual on’’ the circumpolar
North. It comes off as a limited success in meeting both of his stated
objectives.

When the present reviewer first learned of its forthcoming
appearance, I anticipated a volume that could serve as the latest
in the long line of general surveys that have been used as basic
textbooks in university-level courses with such titles as Introduction
to Northern Studies or Geography of the Northlands. Beginning
with Nordenskiold and Mecking’s The Geography of the Polar
Regions, published by the American Geographical Society of New
York (incidentally not Washington, D.C., as cited by Young) in 1928,
such books have appeared at rather regular intervals. After the World
War II era, during which Stefansson’s The Friendly Arctic was center
stage, those who took and taught northern studies survey courses
were treated to George Kimble and Dorothy Good’s edited classic,
Geography of the Northlands, published by the A.G.S. (still in New
York, not Washington, the home of the National Geographic
Society). As with Young, Kimble and Good included both the Arctic
and Subarctic as their coverage area.

Patrick Baird’s The Polar World, published by Longman’s of
London in 1964, encompassed both polar, but not the subpolar,
regions. In 1978 The Circumpolar North of Armstrong, Rogers and
Rowley (Young deleted George Rogers in his references to this work,
unfortunately) was published in London by Methuen. Its emphasis
was almost entirely on political and economic aspects, as was the
stated purpose of the three co-authors. David Sugden contributed
Arctic and Antarctic: A Modern Geographical Synthesis (Towanda,
N.J.: Barnes and Noble, 1982), which restored a balance between



the physical and human dimensions of the polar regions. (Sur-
prisingly, Young neglects to cite this widely used text.)

This reviewer, having participated in northern studies for some
35 years and admittedly a product of the ‘“Golden Age”’ of Kimble
and Good, had hoped that at long last a comprehensive successor
to Geography of the Northlands was now to be available. Alas,
although promoted as ‘‘An Introduction to the Far Northern World,”
it lacks the breadth such an introduction should be expected to
provide.

1 took a chance, notwithstanding, and adopted the new book
as the text for my most recent offering of the upper-division course
on the Northlands. This review incorporates that experience,
inciuding student response.

Young’s initial chapter (entitled ‘‘Bears, Boreas, and Celestial
Mechanics: How We Define and Subdivide the Polar Regions’’)
is exceptionally clear, precise and well presented. Similarly his second
chapter, ‘‘Polar Weather and Climate,” is very much on target, lucid,
non-technical and stylistically agreeable. Both chapters achieve the
author’s purposes admirably, with just the right level of detail and
complexity one hopes to find in an adopted text.

Subsequent chapters, however, occasionally tend to go overboard
— a 32-page treatise, or almost 10% of the entire book, on *‘Birds
of the Arctic,’ for example. This is considerably more that most
who seek a regional survey ever feel they need, or want, to know
on the subject. On the other hand, the chapter falls short as a field
guide to the arctic bird life aficionado.

The only photographs are black and white and frequently the
contrast is insufficient to properly represent the intended subject.
Line drawings, however, which are abundantly distributed
throughout the text, are very clear. Economics undoubtedly ruled
out color, but without it a field guide loses much of its utility. Maps
scarcely appear at all and the omission of a general place location
map, which could have constituted a frontispiece, is most regrettable.

The greatest deficiency of this introduction to the Arctic is, by
far, the almost minuscule attention given to the reality of humankind
in the North. Only the final chapter, ‘‘The Human Presence in the
Arctic,”” focuses on people. Even there the topic is the ancient
ancestors of today’s northern people, with contemporary cultures
essentially ignored. You will search in vain for the ways and the
works of what is, in the final analysis, the most significant life form
found in the circumpolar North. When Young deals with ice, vege-
tation, and terrestrial and marine animals he generally does very
well. Unfortunately he stopped too soon for the work to be con-
sidered an overall introduction to this most fascinating part of the
world, a region within which people must be recognized as a primary
element.

One student stated in his evaluation of the text selected for the
course, ‘“The book talks about bits and pieces of the northern lands
but it never puts them together to give the reader a grasp of what
the Arctic is really like”’ This may be a reflection of youthful
extremism, but then again, when you omit the people perhaps you
have not discharged your self-appointed task: to both introduce
and to field guide the Arctic. The course grade, incidentally, that
the quoted student received was ‘‘A.”” If required to assign one to
the text it would have to be ‘‘Incomplete.”’

Donn K. Haglund

Department of Geography
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Sabin Hall, PO. Box 413
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201
US.A.

KALAALLIT NUNAAT — GRONLAND — ATLAS. Edited by
CHRISTIAN BERTHELSEN, INGER HOLBECH MORTENSEN and EBBE
MORTENSEN. Graphic layout by METTE and ERIC MOURIER. Nuuk:
Grenlands Hjemmestyre, Pilersuiffik, 1989. 130 p. and statistical
section, 24 p. Price not indicated.
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The first paragraph of the Preface reads: ‘‘Kalaallit Nunaat —
Atlas is a teaching material, aimed at the eldest pupils in High School
(Folkeskolen) and later training. But others with interest in Greenland
can also enjoy it.”’ Indeed, yes; anyone with polar or geographic
interests will find this an absorbing work. It is beautifully produced,
illustrated to perfection and very carefully put together. Hans Egede’s
famous map of South Greenland, dated 1737, forms the endpapers,
front and back. The maps are original productions and most of
the figures and descriptions are prepared specially for the atlas.
The list of contributing organizations and people, both in Greenland
and in Denmark, is very long. The text is bilingual, Greenlandic
and Danish. It is to be hoped that there will sometime be an English
edition.

The information brought together is all-embracing. The first two-
page spread after the general introductory maps deals with Disko
Bay, which is used to show a detail of the history of the ice cap
and, in particular, the formation of the Jakobshavn ice fjord, one
of the most spectacular sights of the Greenland landscape and
seascape, which are spectacular enough anyway. There is a general
account of the ice cap a few pages later on. Individual presentations
cover sheep farming, geology, national parks, climate, sea currents
and marine food chains, sea ice, transportation (by sea and by air),
tides, seasonal light behaviour, aurora and magnetic fields, telecom-
munication, freshwater resources, plant cover and zonation, birds,
culture and communication, fisheries, housing from 1901 to 198S.
Pages 50-89 deal seriatim with the individual kommuner into which
the country is divided for administrative purposes, each with an
excellent map and a page of description and illustration. Nuuk
(Godthaab), the capital, is given four pages. There is an illustrated
analysis of hunting and fishing for private use, treated month by
month. Finally are a lexicon section covering matters relating to
Greenland and to the northern regions in general and a bibliography.
The Culture and Communication section gives a very brief account
of the past history of peoples in Greenland, from 2500 B.C. to 2000
A.D. The foreword mentions somewhat apologetically that the
planned dimensions of the atlas made it impossible to cover “‘all
geographic aspects.”’

This is an utterly fascinating book. Your reviewer has spent many
hours buried in it. I should add that I received it as a gift from
the director of the Greenland National Bank.

Max Dunbar

McGill University

805 Sherbrooke Street West
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
H3A 2K6

COPING WITH THE CASH. Prepared for the Legislative
Assembly of the NWT Special Committee on the Northern
Economy by the SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH GROUP
OF THE ARCTIC INSTITUTE OF NORTH AMERICA. Yellowknife:
GNWT, 1989. 133 p.

With two land claims already implemented in the Canadian North
and the three largest at the Framework Agreement stage, Coping
with the Cash provides a timely and detailed evaluation of the per-
formance of implemented land claims settlements and uses analysis
of this experience to address the important question of optimum
approaches to expenditure of compensation monies. The work is
essentially in two parts, utilizing a critical review of the economic
performance of existing claims (James Bay, Inuvialuit and Alaska)
as a basis for discussion of possible impacts of the Dene-Metis claim
in the Northwest Territories. The first chapter examines the per-
formance of existing claim agreements, the second examines the
probable economic impact of the NWT. claim, while subsequent
chapters review the impact on the private sector and government.
The work concludes with a review of investment scenarios.





