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the manuscript:

	Managing Editor
	1. Check the reference; who in N & L made the comment?
	Changes made to citation in text and in references section. 
	Pages 2 and 25

	Managing Editor
	2. Give examples of some of the international awards.
	Examples of awards listed and new reference cited and added to references section. 
	Pages 3 and 27

	Managing Editor
	3. Maybe discuss a little about why the students in these studies had those views…round out the paragraph and show deeper understanding of the
existing literature.
	Content added in text. 
	Page 3

	Managing Editor
	4. Please check this sentence, it seems a bit contradictory…
maybe rewrite?
	The authors do not believe this sentence to be contradictory. 
	Page 4

	Managing Editor
	5. Add a summary paragraph at the end of this section.
	Content added at the end of the ‘Maritime Student Migration to Newfoundland and Labrador’ section. 
	Page 6

	Managing Editor
	6. Make the significance of this section for your study clearer with a couple of sentences.
	Content has been added in the ‘Post-Secondary Aspirations and Choices’ section. 
	Page 8 

	Managing Editor
	6A. Why 32 students? How do you know 32 was sufficient or appropriate? How did you know when enough was enough?
	There were sample limitations, as is customary, such as making successful contact with potential participants and attaining consent. However, we stopped interviewing when we reached a point where we were hearing the same themes repeated. That was an indication that the number of interviews completed was sufficient.  
	Page 9

	Managing Editor
	7. A copy of the survey as an appendix will be educative. If this is one of the first studies in this field, other may well want to use your survey or adapt it…this is good for you later on when people cite your work and use your survey.
	Survey has been added as an appendix.  
	Appendix A

	Managing Editor
	8. Please give an example of the collapsing/expanding of categories…this
is methodologically educative for readers.
	Content added in ‘Data analysis’ sub-section. 
	Page 10

	Managing Editor
	9. Are you sure this is a form of triangulation? If so, what type? This is methodologically important as there are several types of triangulation.
	This is a form of triangulation across data sources. Content added in ‘Data analysis’ sub-section.
	Page 10

	Managing Editor
	10. How do these %s match the %s of students from each place enrolled? Are
they representative?
	Survey respondents are representative of the study population based on province of origin- see percentages in sub-sections ‘Study Participants’ and ‘Survey Results’. 
	Pages 9-11

	Managing Editor
	11. How are the quotes selected? Did you conduct any -ve case analysis?
	Quotes were chosen based on their representativeness to the themes. No case analysis was conducted. 
	N/A

	Managing Editor
	12- 41. "A few," "many," "some," are not effective enough descriptors of frequency in this case. As you have not chosen to do case studies, it is important to specify the numbers of the 32 who made such assertions.
	Numbers added throughout text to clarify frequency. 
	Throughout text 

	Managing Editor
	42. Clarify with this insertion.
	Content added in text as indicated. 
	Page 22

	Managing Editor
	43. Number please.
	Number added. 
	Page 22

	1
	Does the paper make a contribution to our understanding of educational phenomena?  Not at all due to the over-simplification of the conceptual framework and insensible factors being asked in the questionnaire survey (details referred to in manuscript file)
	Survey has been added as an appendix to clarify questions asked.  
	Appendix A

	1
	Does the logic of the argument support the conclusions of final positions taken by the author(s)? The logic of the study includes the use of any methods and analyses which allow the author to reach a final position of conclusion. In short, how well has the point of view expressed in the paper been justified? There is no proper mentioning of the main and sub-research questions…More thoughts on the theoretical and practical impacts could be made too. 
	The research questions are outlined in the ‘Research Objectives’ section. Content has also been added to the ‘Discussion’ section. 
	Pages 8 and 21-23

	1
	Unclear linkage between the findings of the case from the Maritime Provinces
	The study is concerned with the virtual migration patterns of students from the Maritime provinces at Memorial University. The paper situates these findings in the current literature on distance learners and Canadian student migration trends.
	Page 2

	1
	Any statistical data to illustrate the latest development of distance education in Canada with a particular reference in post-secondary system?
	Content added to ‘Distance Education in the Canadian Post-Secondary System’ section.
	Page 2

	1
	How and why? In terms of enrollment, credit transfer or any other aspects? Suggest to spell out clearly
	Content added for clarification in ‘Inter-Provincial Student Migration in Canada’ section. 
	Page 4

	1
	This is an essential term and/or concept in this paper, it’s better spell it out in detail. 
	Term is defined in ‘Introduction’ section. 
	Page 1

	1
	Check linkage with previous paragraphs
	The authors feel there is a clear link between paragraphs. 
	Page 5

	1
	Check linkage with previous paragraph


	Content added to ‘Maritime Student Migration to Newfoundland and Labrador’ section.
	Page 6

	1
	May consider to illustrate and sum up the progressive development of the models in a diagram
	Suggestion considered; authors decided it was not a necessary addition. 
	Page 8

	1
	It’s a bit short?! Any reasons for setting around 15 mins?
	These were interviews conducted by phone. There is a certain amount of interview fatigue that the researchers encountered with interviews conducted with this cohort in previous research. In light of that, the interviews were focused and of this duration.
	Page 10

	1
	This section is difficult to see the categorization of the qualitative findings
	Sub-headings added to ‘Interview Results’ section. 
	Pages 13-20

	1
	Really? Overclaimed?
	The authors feel that the international significance of the study has been made evident.
	Page 20

	1
	Any evidence in your findings? Can’t find them in previous paragraphs?! A demographic discussion should be made in before.
	Demographics are discussed in the ‘Survey Results’ sub-section. 
	Pages 10-11

	1
	It’s good to have a thorough discussion on this.
	Content added to ‘Discussion’ section.
	Pages 21-22

	1
	Wondering the validity and reliability of the chosen factors?
	Reliability is assumed to be high for these items since students are intimately familiar with subject of each item – thus reducing the potential for consistent random errors. Analysis of survey item validity was limited to face validity; that is, does the factor on face value appear to assess the intended concept.
	Table 1

	1
	Relevancy of several factors listed in Table 1 to distance education
	All of these factors were deemed relevant.
	Table 1



Page 4 of 4

