
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1 – A cartoon illustrating the ‘new method’ of separating the eugenic wheat from the 

dysgenic chaff by the scientist/education practitioner of the ‘progressive-era’. Several of the 

authors of the ‘grammar of science’ textbooks on Ms. Education’s desk will be profiled in 

this chapter on the historiography of eugenics education. 
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Fig. 2 – A photo of ‘Deborah Kallikak’ 

as a young woman, with ‘Henry the 

Cat’ – named after her famous 

minder, Henry Goddard. 

 

Deborah was the ‘poster-child’ of 

eugenic segregation and a staple 

character in eugenics education lore 

and civic-biology texts. From the age 

of eight, she lived at the Vineland 

Training School for Feeble-minded 

Boys and Girls in New Jersey, until 

her death at age 89. See J. David 

Smith (1985), Minds Made Feeble for 

the tragic tale of her institutional 

life. 
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Fig. 3 – A list of the directors and the advisory council of the AES, circa 1935, from the frontispiece 

of Tomorrow’s Children, a sort of ‘catechism’ for eugenics. The list includes many icons of American 

science and education in the 1930s, including many whose works and careers are considered in the 

text of this article.  
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Fig. 4 – Karl Pearson in The Grammar of Science (1900, 26) on the merely temporary value of 

education, versus the permanent effects of heredity – an encapsulation of the prevailing 

progressive-era hereditarian Weltanschauung endemic to most American eugenicists and 

many educators. Pearson’s views may be passé, but his eugenically inspired techniques and 

grammar still persist and have an influential legacy. 
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Fig. 5 – An example of an American Eugenics Society contribution to a display of ‘popular eugenics’ 

– at the 1926 Sesquicentennial Exposition in Philadelphia, featuring “Mendel's theater” (in inset 

being demonstrated by geneticist and educator Leon F. Whitney of the AES), guinea pig coat color 

on right, and ‘America Needs’ at the top center. (See the enlarged top-center image below of this 

multimedia version of the AES’s Grammar of  [Eugenic] Science.) 
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Fig. 7 – Appearing first at the 1908 

Louisiana State Fair, ‘Better Baby 

Contests’ combined physical with crude 

intelligence measures. They became a 

staple of eugenic displays at state fairs 

and exhibitions around the country 

until well into the Depression years. 

Note the medical professionals garbed 

in the white robes of scientific 

authority 

 

Much like what would become 

standard for ‘Fitter Family 

Competitions’, measurements were 

made based on a standardized score 

card. This scientific approach brought a 

new style to the already popular baby 

contests that were more geared toward 

pageantry and beauty than physical 

Fig. 6 – A fine illustration of the religious ardor embedded in popular progressive-era eugenics 

education. Note the harmonious combination of professors, clerics and medical professionals. 
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Fig. 8 – A portion of a lavishly revised Kallikak Family pictorial taken from a 1934 German translation 

(Die Famalie Kallikak) of Goddard’s 1912 classic. This picture includes English translations of the 

German terminology. For the American ‘civic-biology’ equivalent see p. 171 of Smith (1985). For a 

complete, unadulterated image of the 1934 German version see p. 163 of J. David Smith’s Minds Made 

Feeble: The Myth and Legacy of the Kallikaks (1985). The semiotic message has been translated as 

well. A 1935 Nazi-approved race-hygiene textbook altered the caricatures of the ‘Kakos-side’ of the 

family to resemble the Polish Jews accused of encroaching into the borderlands of the Reich, 

especially the vast farmlands of East Prussia.  

 

See Andrew Zimmerman’s Alabama in Africa: Booker T. Washington, the German Empire, and the 

Globalization of the new South (2010) for a chilling description of the parallels and interaction of 

American Eugenics and negro vocational education in the ‘New South,’ with German race-hygiene in 

the 2nd Reich, as well as in Germany’s African colonies, especially cotton growing in Togo during the 

early 20th Century. Does this sound anything like Globalization version 1.10? 
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Fig. 9 – Contents of Popenoe & Johnson’s very popular text Applied Eugenics (1918 edition). 
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Fig. 10 – A 1922 advertisement by the Human Betterment Foundation in Collier’s Magazine. The ‘Prof Ross’ is 

sociologist E.A. Ross. The bottom-left pedigree chart is from Henry Goddard’s The Kallikak Family (1912). 
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Fig. 11 – Left: Earnest A. Hooton with one of his dental-challenged specimens of racial 

deterioration, in a scene out of Hamlet. Is something rotten in the State, or at Harvard? 

Right: Showgirl Sherry Britton catching-up on her eugenic reading with Hooton’s 1937 

bestselling popular text on evolution, bad breeding and its implications for America. 

Fig. 12 – Professor of German race-

hygiene, Dr. Eugen Fischer reading 

a copy of the American Journal of 

Heredity in his office at Berlin-

Dahlem. Fischer was one of a 

handful of longstanding academic 

devotees of Teutonic eugenics who 

was recruited by the Nazi state to 

oversee and administer their State 

science-religion. Fischer served on 

the Heredity Courts, providing 

judgments on the fitness for life of 

numerous mindervertig (inferior or 

useless). Over 200,000 were to be 

exterminated in the ‘T-4’ 

euthanasia pogrom, beginning in 

Fall of 1939. 


