


In print, it's pretty easy to tell the difference 
between non-scholarly sources, like magazines 
and newspapers... 



...and scholarly sources, or 
academic journals. 



Scholarly sources 

It can sometimes be 
harder to tell if a 
source is scholarly 
when you're looking 
at your library search 
results ...



Scholarly sources 
d ument i th movement aw y 
from uch d pendence n one face or 
an opposition and t ward a healthi r 
location within th play of '!fpositions. 

ore br dly, th novel po t-
modemi m u M rrison' politi• 
cal tance. In Jazz, where, 
M rrison po the debilitating 
effKU or white oprression, et she 
avoid sentimenta pr i for frican 
Americans. Instead, he I t her 
novel in the play between the two 

: It i bout the African Ameri n 
experience in white-d minated 
America and ut h w that peri-
ence i d fined by African Ameri 
hi torical and continuing relationship 
with whit . Her novel thus mirr 
her argument in Playin fn 1M Dar: • 
W1rilt!IUSS and the Llltmry Imagination 
that the concept or "an American 
Africani m" ( ) wa created in th 
imaginations of whites as a way of 
defining th mselv : -nie proc of 

rganizing American coh renc 
through a di lancing Africani m 
became the operativ mode of a new 
cultural h monyH ( ). If whit have 
defined themselv 1gainst the Afri n 
American other, the characters in/= 
have no altem live but to de in them-

Iv against the whit presence. In 
either case, Morr n t regrounds the 
play between the two entiti , n the 
traditionally privileged enlit and not 
a reactive ubstituti no( th traditi • 
all deprived one. 

Without for the moment co 
ering it Derrid n impli 

tions, Joe race' name bears themati 
weight. Joe i a ept at hunting, havin 
learned the art of tracking prey fTom 
Henry LeStroy/ LeS ry. Good hunt 
follow the track of their prey by inter· 
preting or read in its traces, the igns 

r evid, nee of it f rmer presence. A 
track is also the r reed or fixed di • 
ti n imposed on ne by ex rnal r rces, 
such the railroad trc1tks (which 
"control" the "feet" [32) of Joe, Violet, 
and th milli or ther migran ), the 
record needle' track, r more general-

ly lat : A faithful man near fifty "i 
bound the track. II pul him like a 
needle through the groove of a 
Bluebird record. Round and round 
about the town. That' the way th Ci 
spins ou.... You c n ' t §el off the 
tra a Gty la f r you (120). 

J nd Violet, Ii all the novel' 
characters, are bound the trac of 

roo 

lorthem, urban, African merican 
life. Lured from their rural uthem 

by the p mise f mi 
pportunity and racial liberation. they 

are h ked by the Ci music and 
throbbing energy. But, like many 

orr· n characters (fore mpl , 
Cholly Breedlove, Son, the, and Paul 
D), their identiti are till linked to 
their r in the rural uth . Th track 

their Lives is constituted by the tra 
lhal pa t, largely their rnemori , 

which parad xically give their present 
liv meaning and prevent the fulfill­
ment r those present lives. Th , Joe, 
haunted by his inability to verify his 
mother' existence, recons tru her in 
Dorcas and att mpt~ to relive hi 
remembered · y (his "Victo~) in 
V per County. For Vi I t, the traces of 
lhe p t take the fonm of her r ar of 
repealing her own mother' uicide, 
her inability t have her own child, and 
yet her projectl of child onto 
Dore (I~). Felice (197), and even 
Golden G'3/,, who H ' "lived in ide 
[her) mind 'H (208). Alice ManfTed i 
al c ntr lied by the trac, rher 
past, r her bitter death-in-Life i 
dated with her hu band' infid lity 
nd herd ire f reven . Similarly, 

Do ' present is dominated by the 
tra or her memory or the ri t-cau.sed 
fire that killed her paren and burned 
her tr ured dolls. 

But tnlc:t! carri special ignifi­
cance, because it i ne f the recurring 
concep in Derrid ' writing.3 l'-or 
Derrida the traced ignat the pla or 

illation between a present, a thing· 
•it-is, and n absence, an other. It i 

"'the intimate relation o( th living pre-
sent to its outside, the opening t 
riority in general" (Spttdr ). The trace 
is thus inseparabl from Derrida' con• 

...or when you're 
looking at a digital 
copy of an article. 

There are several 
signs to look for to 
tell whether a source 
is scholarly. 



Descriptive title 
The first sign is 
the title of the 
article. 

Many scholarly 
articles have 
descriptive titles. 

https://t'lww~CINIWtUr.lk~<-..t)'~.Jlban.as
https://c----.11


       

       
    

        
       

      

Humanities: “Traces of Derrida in Toni Morrison’s Jazz” 

Science: “Accelerating Drug Development: Antiviral Therapies for 
Emerging Viruses as a Model” 

Social Sciences: “Understanding the role of Indigenous community 
participation in Indigenous prenatal and infant-toddler health 
promotion programs in Canada: A realist review” 



Abstract 

The next clue is
to look for an
abstract.



Abstract 

ABST R ACT 

Purpose: Striking disparities in Indigenous maternal-child health outcomes persist in relatively affiuent 
nations such as Canada, despite significant health promotion investments. The aims of this review were 
two-fold : 1. To identify Indigenous prenatal and infant-toddler health promotion programs in Canada 
that demonstrate positive impacts on prenatal or child health outcom s. 2. To und rstand how. why. for 
which outcomes. and in what contexts Indigenous prenatal and infant-toddler health promotion pro­
grams in Canada positively impact Indigenous health and wellbeing. 
Methods: We systematically searched computerized databases and identified non-indexed reports using 
key informants. Included Literature evaluated a prenatal or child health promoting program intervention 
in an Indigenous population in Canada. We used realist methods to investigat how. for whom. and in 
what circumstances programs worked. We developed and appraised the evidence for a middle range 
theory of Indigenous community investment-ownership-activation as an explanation for program 
succ ss. 
Findings: Seventeen articles and six reports describing twenty programs met final inclusion criteria. 
Program evidence of local Indigenous community investment. community perception of the program as 
intrinsic (mechanism of community ownership) and high levels of sustained community participation 
and leadership (community activation) was linked to positive program change across a diverse range of 
outcomes including: birth outcomes: access to pre- and postnatal care: prenatal srreer drug use: breast­
feeding: dental health: infant nutrition: child development : and child exposure to Indigenous languages 
and culture. 
Conclusions: Th se findings d monsrrate lndig nous community investment-own rship-activarion as an 
important pathway for success in Indigenous prenatal and infant-toddler health programs. 

Many scholarly 
articles include a 
brief abstract 
that tells you 
what the article is 
about. 

https://creativecommons.org


Academic, expert-level language 

Abstract 

review were two-fold· 1 To identify Indigenous prenatal and infant-toddler health promotion 

programs in Canada that demonstrate pos1t1ve impacts on prenatal or child health outcomes 
2 To understand how why for which outcomes, and in what contexts Indigenous prenatal 

and infant-toddler health promotion programs 1n Canada positively impact Indigenous health 
and wellbeing 

Methods 

Next, look for academic, 
expert-level language. 

Scholarly sources are written 
for other experts in the field, 
so they will use more 
specialized language and 
higher-level vocabulary. 



Author affi Iiation 

Social Science Medicine 

fo utfta l homepe9•. 

11,tv,ew ffllelt 

Understanding the role of Indigenous community participation in 
Indigenous prenatal and infant-toddler health promotion programs in 
Canada· realis eview 

The authors of scholarly 
sources are typically 
affiliated with colleges, 
universities, or other 
research institutions. 

https://Tetadrnl.at


Author affi I iation 

Janet Smylie a. b. c, *, Maritt Kirst d, KeHy McShane e, Michelle Firestone r, Sara Wo]fe g. h, 

Patricia O'Campo i, b 

Many articles will include brief author information. 
If none is included in the article, try searching for 
the author online. 



May include charts, graphs, or tables 

Many scholarly 
articles, 
especially in 
the sciences or 
social 
sciences, will 
also include 
charts, graphs, 
or tables. 



Includes a reference list or bibliography 

At the end of the 
article, look for a 
reference list or 
bibliography. 

https://uppc,ndwfound>tJon.tl
https://lo,umnwy.ou
https://w.inn.nu
https://l.nily.,1;oy,.,.....ol1w..im


In-depth articles published 1n an academic journal 

Finally, look at the 
length of the article 
and where it's 
published.



In-depth articles published in an academic journal 

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect 

Social Science & Medicine 

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/socsc1 med 

Look for in-depth articles that are 

at least several pages long, and 

are published in an academic 

journal. 

www.elsevier.com/locate/socsci


In-depth articles published in an academic journal 

If you're not sure if the source is an 
academic journal, you can check using the 
UlrichsWeb database. 



In-depth articles published in an academic journal 
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the Databases & Journals A-Z 
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